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PREFACE 


From the 1860s to the turn of the 20" century, 
the Mount Diablo Coal Field was the largest 
coal-producing region in California and once 
boasted the five thriving communities of 
Nortonville, Somersville, Stewartville, West 
Hartley, and Judsonville. With the decline of 
coal mining due to competition from better 
quality coal and the discovery of new energy 
sources, many families were forced to leave 

the region in search of gainful employment. 
Some coal field residents, including the Arata, 
Ginochio, Lougher, and Thomas families, 
remained in the region and turned their 

focus from mining to ranching. Many of the 
structures in the former towns were dismantled 
and reused in the nearby Contra Costa 
County communities of Antioch, Brentwood, 
Byron, Clayton, Concord, Knightsen, Oakley, 
and Pittsburg. Some of the buildings were 
purchased for use by local ranchers or were lost 
to seasonal fires and scavengers. 


From the 1920s to the late 1940s, sand was 
mined in Nortonville townsite for foundry 
use at the Columbia Steel Mill in Pittsburg. 
During the same period of time, high quality 
silica sand was obtained from the Hazel-Atlas 
Mine in Somersville townsite by the Hazel- 


Atlas Glass Company for glassmaking purposes. 


The sand was transported to the glass plant in 


Oakland, Alameda County, California. 


In 1973, the East Bay Regional Park District 
began acquiring the former coal and sand 
mining area. Today, visitors to Black Diamond 
Mines Regional Preserve, a nearly 8,533 acre 
park, can explore miles of trails, tour the 
Hazel-Atlas silica sand mine, and visit historic 
Rose Hill Cemetery. 
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The Buchanans Arrive in 
Contra Costa County 


In the 1850s, William Buchanan and his wife, 
Catherine (Campbell) Buchanan, both natives 
of Scotland, arrived in the United States. 
They located in Placer County, California, 
where William Buchanan followed mining. 
Their daughter, Jeanette “Jennie” was born 

in 1863 in Placerville, El Dorado County. In 
1866, they arrived in Antioch, Contra Costa 
County, staying for two years, moving again in 
1867 to New York Landing (later called Black 
Diamond and in 1911 changed to Pittsburg). In 
September 1867, their second child, William 
James Buchanan, was born at the family home 
located at Second Street and Railroad Avenue 
in New York Landing. 


Ties to Nortonville 


Located approximately six miles south of New 
York Landing was the thriving community of 
Nortonville. At the time that the Buchanans 
arrived in Contra Costa County, the nearby 
coal mining communities were at the peak 

of production, with Nortonville reported as 
the largest town in Contra Costa County in 
the 1870s. Various sources state that William 
Buchanan worked as a coal weigher in 
Nortonville. 


In 1868, the family moved to a ranch four 
miles southeast of New York Landing. There, 
William Buchanan took up farming and raised 
grain. The road that passed in front of their 
farm would eventually be called Buchanan 


Road. 
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Since no school existed yet in New York 
Landing, the Buchanan children attended 
school in the neighboring community of 
Nortonville, where a school had existed since 
1866. A newspaper article from the Contra 
Costa Gazette, March 15, 1945, reported 

that William J. Buchanan recalled walking 
four miles each way to and from school in 
Nortonville. At other times, they rode a pony 
to school. Once a school was established in 
New York Landing, the children attended 
school there. In May 1879, the Antioch Ledger 
newspaper, reported the attendance of 
“Jennie” and “Willie” Buchanan at the school 
in New York Landing, listing their names on 
the “Roll of Honor.” 


W. J. Buchanan 


Jeanette “Jennie” Buchanan, the oldest child 
of William and Catherine Buchanan, married 
Scotland native, James Syme circa 1905. Her 
brother, William James (a.k.a. W. J., “Bill,” 
“Billy”), married Nora Carroll in Martinez, 
Contra Costa County in January 1893. Nora, 
a native of Portland, Multnomah County, 
Oregon, had traveled to New York Landing to 
assist her sister with her nieces and nephews. 


The first child of William J. and Nora, was 
born in 1894 in Black Diamond (formerly 
called New York Landing). He was named 
William C. Buchanan. Just two months and 16 
days after birth, baby William died. 


William J. worked the farm and raised grain, 
but Nora preferred working in town. In 1896 
they purchased a store on First and York Streets 
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in Black Diamond. A year later, Nora was 
appointed Postmistress for the Black Diamond 
Post Office. On May 10, 1898, their second 
child, Warren Grant “Bud” Buchanan, was 
born. Their third and last child, a daughter 
named Norine, was born in 1900. 


William Buchanan, father of W. J. Buchanan, 
died on March 15, 1904. William’s wife, 
Catherine, died six years later on January 14, 
1910. Their daughter, Jeanette “Jennie” and 
son-in-law, James Syme, continued to live on 
the ranch that was homesteaded by Jeanette’s 
parents. 


In 1904, the same year as his father’s death, 
William J. Buchanan ran for Contra Costa 
County Supervisor and was elected. He held 
the office for 47 continuous years. According 
to the Contra Costa Gazette newspaper, October 
4, 1950, he was “the oldest elected California 
official in point of both age and service.” 


In 1906, having outgrown their first store, 
William J. and Nora moved their business to 
First and Black Diamond Streets in Pittsburg. 
According to the book, Days Gone By, Volume 
1, by Nilda Rego, published by the Contra 
Costa County Historical Society, 1987, page 
197, Ruth Buchanan remembered the second 
Buchanan store: “The family had lovely living 
quarters upstairs. You could look out over the 
river... They built a little brick building in the 
back of it, small, 12 by 12, something like that. 
It was the telephone exchange.” 


In 1922, the Buchanan store moved for the 
final time to a larger location to meet the needs 
of a growing community. The new store was 
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situated on Fifth Street and Railroad Avenue in 
Pittsburg. The store remained at this location 
for 26 years until it closed in 1949. 


The name of the store has been listed 

various ways in numerous newspaper 
accounts: Buchanan Store, Buchanan’s store, 
Buchanan Department store, and Buchanan’s 
Department Store. 


The Polk’s Pittsburg and Antioch (California) 

City Directory, 1931, Vol. One, page 27, lists the 
business as Buchanan’s Department Store. 
(See page 60.) Additionally, the sign on 

front of the store building in the photographs 
on pages 69 and 71 indicate the name as 
Buchanan’s. For consistency in this document, 
the name “Buchanan’s Department Store” is 
used. 


Ruth L. (Simpson) Buchanan 


Ruth Lorraine Simpson was born in Crockett, 
Contra Costa County on April 13, 1899. 

She was the daughter of Edwin and Mamie 
(Hewitt) Simpson. Her father was a plumber 
in Crockett. When Ruth was two years old, 
her paternal grandfather died, and the family 
moved to Berkeley, Alameda County, where 
her father managed a coal and fuel company. 


The Simpsons had four daughters: Ruth 
(1899-2004), Edna (1901-1991), Grace 
(1903-1999), and Margaret (1908—1997). They 
lived on Parker Street in Berkeley and Ruth 
remembers the chimneys on the house being 
shaken down during the 1906 earthquake. 
Ruth stated that after the earthquake, they 
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could see the flames across San Francisco Bay 
from their home. They lived two weeks without 
heat until the chimney could be rebuilt. Prior 
to the chimneys being rebuilt, the stove from 
inside the home was moved to the backyard so 
that cooking could be done. Since it was April, 
the weather was fairly good. Ruth’s mother 
baked the cake for her seventh birthday on the 
stove in the yard. 


In 1919, at the age of 20, Ruth traveled to 
Pittsburg via the Oakland-Antioch Railroad 
to teach school. She lived in a house on 
Cumberland Street with six other teachers. Her 
sister, Edna, eventually joined her in Pittsburg 
to teach as well. Ruth and Edna roomed 
together at the Hotel Los Medanos. Her 

other sister, Grace, also came to Pittsburg and 
married Pittsburg resident, Edward N. Parent. 
Edna married Albert N. Becker, whose father 
was the head of the Columbia Steel works in 
Pittsburg. Ruth’s youngest sister, Margaret, 
married William B. Kennedy, a chemist at the 
Columbia Steel works. 


Ruth Simpson met Warren “Bud” Buchanan, 
son of W. J. and Nora Buchanan, in the little 
brick telephone office building that was located 
in the back of the Buchanan family store. Ruth 
remembers Warren sitting on the railing and 
talking with the telephone operator when they 
were introduced. 


Ruth Lorraine Simpson married Warren 

G. “Bud” Buchanan on August 2, 1922, at 

the home of Simpson’s parents in Berkeley, 
California. Ruth was 23 years old at the time of 
the marriage and Bud was 24. The couple had 
one child, William E. Buchanan (1929—1996). 
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According to the 1930 United States Federal 
Census for Township 6, Pittsburg, Contra Costa 
County, Warren “Bud,” age 31, and Ruth, age 
30, lived on East Twelfth Street in Pittsburg 
with their 1 1/2-year-old son, William, and 
Ruth’s 21-year-old sister, Margaret. 


Living on the Buchanan Ranch 


Jennie, W. J. Buchanan’s older sister, and her 
husband, James Syme, who had been living 

on the family ranch, wanted Bud and Ruth to 
take over the ranch so that they could move to 
town. Ruth stated that she didn’t want to move 
because she had a nice house in town. In 1938, 
however, Ruth and Bud moved to the family 
ranch on Buchanan Road. 


Census records for 1910-1930 document the 
years that the Symes had been living on the 
ranch. By 1940, the census record shows that 
Jennie and James Syme are living on Black 
Diamond Street in Pittsburg. Additionally, the 
1940 census indicates that Warren G. “Bud” 
Buchanan, age 42, and his wife, Ruth, age 41, 
are living on a farm. Bud’s occupation on the 
census is listed as a grocer in a grocery store. 


Ruth stated that renovations had to be made 
to the original home on the ranch before 
they could live there. There was no indoor 
plumbing and no electricity at the time. 

The home was the birthplace of William J. 
Buchanan and originally stood at the foot of 
Railroad Avenue, near Second Street in New 


York Landing before being moved to the ranch. 


While living on the ranch, Bud continued to 
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manage Buchanan’s Department Store. Ruth 
and Bud raised sheep on the ranch. They 

also had cows, horses, and donkeys. Ruth 

says she used to ride a horse from the ranch 
to Clayton, a small community at the time, 
located south of Pittsburg. She stated that 
they would ride the former Black Diamond 
Coal Mining Company railroad bed from 
Pittsburg through Nortonville townsite to get to 
Clayton. Although Ruth did not recall seeing 
the remains of any buildings when riding 
through Nortonville townsite, photographs 
and other oral history accounts indicate some 
coal mining structures existed until the mid 
1940s. Additionally, new structures were built 
in Nortonville during the 1920s to 1940s to 
support the sand mining operation for casting 
sand for the nearby steel mill. 


Although Ruth arrived in the area well over 30 
years after Nortonville had lapsed, she recalled 
stories passed down through the family over the 
years. Ruth stated that Grandmother Buchanan 
would take her eggs and produce from the 
ranch and walk to Nortonville to sell them. At 
the time of the interview, Ruth still had a lamp 
that was purchased by Catherine Buchanan at 
Lasells Store in Nortonville. 


Ruth stated that although she was familiar 
with the other local ranchers, it was only Frank 
Arata, of the Arata Ranch, that she knew well. 
Frank Arata would buy grain, horses, cattle, 
and sheep from them. 


During the interview, Ruth Buchanan also 
discussed the Abrams, the ranching family 
that lived closest to them. Like the Buchanans, 
the Abrams had connections to Nortonville. 
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The two Abrams boys, Warren and William, 
attended school there. Other ranching families 
were also discussed at the time of the interview. 


In 1949, the Buchanan Store was sold and 
Warren “Bud” Buchanan entered the real 
estate business. He was the owner of Buchanan 
Insurance and Realty Company. Bud’s mother, 
Nora, passed away in 1945. His father, W. J. 
Buchanan, passed away five years later, in 1950. 
After his father’s death, Bud was appointed 

by California Governor, Earl Warren, to fill 
the vacant Contra Costa County Supervisor 
position of his late father. Bud Buchanan 
passed away in 1970. Ruth Buchanan 
continued to live on the ranch until the time of 


her death in 2004. 


A Lifetime Connection 
to the Coal Field 


Since the time the Buchanan family first 
moved to Contra Costa County in the 1860s, 
there has always been a connection between 
them and the Mount Diablo Coal Field. 

W. J. Buchanan, a former Nortonville school 
student, and later a Contra Costa County 
Supervisor, maintained a relationship with 
many of the former coal field residents. Former 
Somersville resident, William Mortimore, 
started working for W. J. Buchanan in the 
Buchanan store in 1906. Mortimore was 
employed as a clerk at the store. A newspaper 
article from the Pittsburg Independent, August 
15, 1936, titled “40 Consecutive Years in 
Business Provides Unique Record in City,” 
states: 
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We believe that the success and growth of our 
institution has in a great measure been due to 
the loyalty of our employees, many of whom 
have put in years of faithful service, topped 
by William Mortimore, who came with us in 
1906 and has been continuously employed 
these thirty years. 


William Mortimore’s nephew, Edwin 
Mortimore, who was interviewed in August 
2005, also worked at Buchanan’s Department 
Store. He was employed at the store while 
attending high school and ran a delivery truck 
for the store. During the interview, Edwin 
stated: 


My Uncle Bill [William Mortimore] who 
worked in the mines, the last one out of the 
mines with the mules, he went to work for 
W. J. Buchanan sometime after they opened 
Buchanan’s store on Black Diamond [street] 
over fifty years. And then, when he [William 
Mortimore] hurt himself, fell and broke his 
leg, W. J. Buchanan kept paying him right 
up until the day he died. Now how many 
employers do that? 


Edwin Mortimore also recalled that Gertrude 
(Anderson) Young, another former coal field 
resident, was employed by W. J. Buchanan. 
According to Mortimore, Young worked in the 
women’s apparel and yardage department. 


W. J. Buchanan maintained his connection 
with the former coal field residents and 
descendants throughout his life. When he 
served as Contra Costa County Supervisor, 
part of his job was to oversee roadmasters 
for the county. Leyshon Lougher, and later 
Leyshon’s son, Elmer “Jack” Lougher, served 
as roadmasters and were well acquainted 
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with Buchanan who would make trips to the 
Lougher Ranch on Somersville Road. 


Former coal field resident reunions were first 
held in the 1930s. In newspaper accounts, W. J. 
Buchanan was listed as attending the events 
and sometimes serving as the chairman for the 
reunion picnics. When the Native Sons and 
Native Daughters of the Golden West erected a 
monument in Rose Hill Cemetery in memory 
of the pioneers of Nortonville and Somersville 
in October 1934, Buchanan served as master of 
ceremonies. 


An Admired Man 


Buchanan was so well admired that in 1946, 
the Contra Costa Board of Supervisors named 
the airport in Concord, Buchanan Field, in his 
honor. Buchanan protested against this act, but 
lost the vote. The airport name was voted four 
to one by the supervisors. Buchanan made the 
one opposing vote. 


W. J. Buchanan was a beloved man. At the time 
of Buchanan’s death in 1950, then California 
governor, Earl Warren, was quoted in the 
Contra Costa Gazette newspaper from October 
6, 1950, saying: “He was a splendid public 
servant. He did as much as any man | know to 
build Contra Costa County to its present very 
important position in the state.” 
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Purpose of Interview 


Ruth Buchanan was interviewed with the 
purpose of acquiring information regarding 
the relationships and interactions among 
the ranchers of the area, many of whom 
were former coal field residents and their 
descendants. She was also interviewed to 
obtain information regarding the Buchanan 
family and their connection to Nortonville. 


Buchanan was 104 years of age at the time 

the oral history interview was conducted at 

her home on Buchanan Road in Pittsburg. 
During the interview, a number of questions to 
Buchanan had to be repeated due to her loss 
of hearing. An attempt was made to schedule 

a follow-up interview with her, but due to her 
age, it was not possible to schedule another 
visit. 


Generally, following an oral history interview, 
a photograph is taken of the interviewee to 
document the event. Buchanan, however, 
declined to have her picture taken. The image 
of Ruth Buchanan, below, was used for her 
100" birthday program. She celebrated her 
100" birthday in April 1999. Ruth Buchanan 
passed away before this transcript could be 
completed. 


Ruth L. (Simpson) Buchanan 
1899-2004 
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INTERVIEWER 


Traci Gibbons (formerly known as Traci 
Parent) began her career with the East Bay 
Regional Park District in 1977. She was hired 
as a summer intern at Black Diamond Mines 
Regional Preserve to document and compile 
a list of individuals buried in pioneer Rose 
Hill Cemetery. In the fall of that year, she was 
hired as the first Interpretive Student Aide 

at the preserve to assist in conducting the 
underground programs at Greathouse Portal 
in the newly opened section of the silica sand 
mine. 


In 1979 she was hired as a Naturalist at Black 
Diamond and was eventually promoted to Lead 
Naturalist and later Supervising Naturalist. 
Gibbons’s duties entailed overseeing the 
interpretive operations at Black Diamond and 
the rest of the Northeast Interpretive Sector 
parks of the East Bay Regional Park District 
until her retirement in 2012. 


She is a life member and past president of the 
Contra Costa County Historical Society and 
served as a member of its Board of Directors 
for almost 20 years. 


Gibbons has written two books regarding 

the former coal mining area: Images of 

America, Black Diamond Mines Regional Preserve 
(published by Arcadia in 2009) and Rose Hill-A 
Comprehensive History of a Pioneer Cemetery in the 
Mount Diablo Coal Field (published by the East 
Bay Regional Park District in 2011). 


Traci Gibbons 


In 2008 Gibbons received the Scholastic/ 
Authorship Award from the Conference of 
California Historical Societies. In 2013, she 
was presented the Harriette Merrifield Forbes 
Award for “outstanding contribution to the 
field of gravestone studies” by the Association 
for Gravestone Studies. Both awards were 
bestowed for her research and documentation 
of the book regarding Rose Hill Cemetery. 


From the late 1970s until her retirement, Traci 
Gibbons conducted oral history interviews 
with former Mount Diablo Coal Field 
residents, their descendants, as well ranchers 
and former sand miners of the area to capture 
and document the history of Black Diamond 
Mines Regional Preserve. 


During her employment with the East Bay 
Regional Park District, Gibbons administered 
the District’s oral history program. In addition, 
she has supervised oral history staff and has 
conducted training for Park District staff, 
historical societies, and various other groups on 
how to conduct oral history interviews. 


In retirement Gibbons works as a contractor 
for the East Bay Regional Park District to 
compile and complete transcriptions from past 
oral history interviews regarding the history of 
Black Diamond Mines Regional Preserve. 
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Buchanan Family Tree 


b. 1826, Scotland 
d. 1904, March 15, Contra Costa Co., CA 
m. Catherine Campbell, circa 1859, Rochester, New York 


Son of William & Catherine (Campbell) Buchanan 


William James “Billy” Buchanan 

b. 1867, Sept. 11, New York Landing, Contra Costa Co., CA 
d. 1950, Oct. 6, Pittsburg, Contra Costa Co., CA 

m. Nora Carroll, 1893, Jan. 4, Martinez, Contra Costa Co., CA 


Wife of William James “Billy” Buchanan 


Nora (Carroll) Buchanan 
b. 1870, Aug. 14, Portland, Multnomah Co., OR 
d. 1945, Aug. 2, Pittsburg, Contra Costa Co., CA 


Son of William J. & Nora (Carroll) Buchanan 


William Carroll Buchanan 
b. 1894 


d. 1894, Dec. 28, Black Diamond, Contra Costa Co., CA 


Son of William J. & Nora (Carroll) Buchanan 


Warren G. Buchanan 

b. 1898, May, Black Diamond, Contra Costa Co., CA 

d. 1970, March 28, Pittsburg, Contra Costa Co., CA 

m. Ruth Simpson, 1922, Aug. 2, Berkeley, Alameda Co., CA 


Children: William E. Buchanan 


Daughter of William J. and Nora (Carroll) Buchanan 


Norine Buchanan 
b. 1900, Oct. 28, Black Diamond, Contra Costa Co., CA 
d. 1968, Nov. 10, Oakland, Alameda Co., CA 


m. Howard Sadoc Kelley, date unknown 


Children: Margaret and Catherine “Cathy” Kelley 


Mother 


Catherine (Campbell) Buchanan 
b. 1833, Scotland 
d. 1910, Jan. 14, Black Diamond, Contra Costa Co., CA 


Daughter of William & Catherine (Campbell) Buchanan 


Jeanette (a.k.a. Janet, “Jenny”) Buchanan 
b. 1863, July 24, Placerville, El Dorado Co., CA 
d. 1950, Oct. 1, Concord, Contra Costa Co., CA 


m. James Syme, circa 1905 


Husband of Jeanette (a.k.a. Janet, “Jlenny”) Buchanan 


James Syme 
b. 1867, Scotland 
d. 1942, June 8, Antioch, Contra Costa Co., CA 


Wife of Warren G. Buchanan 

Ruth L. Simpson 

b.April 13, 1899, Crockett, Contra Costa Co., CA 
d. Dec. 9, 2004, Contra Costa Co., CA 


Husband of Norine Buchanan 


Howard Sadoc Kelley 
b. 1897, Oct. 25, Antioch, Contra Costa Co., CA 
d. 1944, March 2, Oakland, Alameda Co., CA 
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Mount Diablo Coalfield 


MINING 
TOWNS 


Nortonville, Somersville, Stewartville 
West Hartley, and Judsonville 
in relation to modern cities and roads, 


® EAST BAY REGIONAL PARK DISTRICT 


a 
BLACK DIAMOND 
MINES REGIONAL 


The upper map shows the location of the Mount Diablo Coal Field mining towns in relation 
to modern cities and roads. The arrow and star mark the location of the Buchanan Ranch. 
The lower map pinpoints the location of Black Diamond Mines Regional Preserve, just south 
of Antioch, Contra Costa County, in the eastern portion of the San Francisco Bay Area. 
Map compiled by Robert Kanagaki in 1999. 
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A GUIDE TO THE INTERVIEW 


Designated punctuation marks are used in the transcription. The following definitions denote 
their significance. 


Designates breaks in speech or disunity of thoughts 


Designates interruptions by one speaker to another during the normal course of 
conversation 


Designated after a word or phrase to indicate the material was transcribed as 
intended/recorded by the speaker 


Used by the transcriber to clarify or add additional information. 
Used by the transcriber to designate a sentence(s) that could not be understood. 
Used by the transcriber to designate a word that is not understandable. 


Used by the transcriber to designate the questioning of spelling of a word. 
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Regarding the History of the Buchanan Family of 
Nortonville and Black Diamond (now Pittsburg) 


Contra Costa County, California 


February 15, 2004 


Gibbons: Am I sitting close enough to you? 
Buchanan: Yeah. You have to be really close. 


Gibbons: OK. Well I'll talk loud and slow— 


Buchanan: Into that ear. 


[Buchanan is hard of hearing, especially in 


one ear.] 


Gibbons: And into that ear. OK. So I have 
some questions to ask you about the Buchanan 
family, the ranch, and I know that you married 
into the family that came from Nortonville, 
from the coal mining area. 


Buchanan: Yes. 

Gibbons: Yes. So I would just like to ask you 
some questions today. And is it OK that I tape 
record you? 

Buchanan: If it’s OK— 

Gibbons: If I tape record you? 

Buchanan: Yes. 

Gibbons: [Laughs] Reluctantly she says yes. 

So Lam wondering if you can give me your full 
name? 


Buchanan: My full name? 


Gibbons: Your full name. I know your first 
name is Ruth. 


Buchanan: Ruth Simpson is my “ex” name— 


Gibbons: Your maiden name. 


Buchanan: My maiden name. Ruth Lorraine 
Simpson is my name I go by now on all the 
papers. 


Gibbons: Great. And then you married Mr. 
Buchanan. 


Buchanan: I married a Warren Grant 
Buchanan in 1922. I came here [Pittsburg] in 
1919 to teach. Oh, this is in all the papers! 


[Ruth Simpson married Warren Buchanan 
on August 2, 1922. She is reluctant to be 
interviewed because she says the information 
is already in newspapers. See newspaper 
articles regarding her wedding on pages 67 


and 68.] 


Gibbons: Uh-huh. OK, well maybe I can 

skip over some of the questions. You know, 
sometimes when you read the newspapers, they 
have information that doesn’t agree with each 
other, the dates and things. So that is kind of 
what I wanted to get, if that’s OK. 


Buchanan: Well, all right. But I have given it 
so many times. 


Gibbons: OK. Well, if you would rather not, 


you could tell me, if you’d rather not answer. 
Buchanan: No, that’s all right. 

Gibbons: In fact, I found your date of birth 
in the newspapers. I’ve got lots of newspaper 


articles here about your family. 


[See newspaper article announcing her birth 
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on page 44.] 


Pease: She has a lot of information about the 
family here. 


[Pease repeats Gibbons’s statement because 


Buchanan did not hear it.] 


Buchanan: Yeah. That’s what I tell her. I’ve 


given it so many times that it’s in all the papers. 


Pease: She might have different questions. 
Buchanan: Well maybe. 


Gibbons: OK, and according to the 
newspaper, you were born in Crockett. Is that 
correct? 


[Crockett is located in Contra Costa County, 


California.] 


Buchanan: I was born in Crockett, April 13, 
1899, 


Gibbons: And who were your parents? 


Buchanan: My parents were Edwin Simpson 
and her maiden name was Mamie Hewitt. She 
was a daughter of a captain. And they lived in 
Martinez. [Contra Costa County, California] 
Well, I won’t go into the house, huh? 


[Referring to a recent article that appeared in 


the newspaper about her parent’s house.] 
Pease: Show her the newspaper. 


Gibbons: Did I put something on top of it? 


Buchanan: No, no, no. It’s not in there. Here. 
Look in the drawer. 


Gibbons: So how is the name, Hewitt, spelled? 
Pease: H-E-W-I-T-T. 
[Pease spells the name.] 


Gibbons: H-E-W-I-T-T. OK. Oh “Historic 


house on the”— 


[Gibbons reads title of article in the 


newspaper that was just handed to her.] 


Buchanan: This is the story of my 
grandparents. My mother’s family. 


[Referring to the newspaper article she has 


just located.] 


Gibbons: Oh, and this just came out in the 
paper. This is February 2004. Wow. 


Buchanan: Yeah. And the Messenger 
[newspaper] came out last month. 


Gibbons: And so this is the story about your 
family. 


Buchanan: About my mother’s family. So it’s 
probably not of interest. 


Gibbons: No, anything is of interest, sure. It’s 
all part of the background. So your father was 


he a sea captain? 


Buchanan: My grandfather. 
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Gibbons: Your grandfather was. 


Buchanan: My mother’s father was a sea 
captain. 


Gibbons: And what did your father do? 
Buchanan: My father was a plumber in 
Crockett. And then his father died and he had 
to go to Berkeley [Alameda County, California] 
to manage a coal and fuel company. And we 
lived in Berkeley from the time I was two until 


I married. How old was I? Twenty-three. 


Gibbons: So that’s how you ended up in 


Berkeley. 
Buchanan: How’s that? 


Gibbons: So that’s how you ended up in 
Berkeley. Your father moved there for business. 


Buchanan: Yes. 


Gibbons: So let’s see, your father’s name again 
was— 


Buchanan: Edwin. 
Gibbons: Edwin. OK. 
Buchanan: Simpson. 


Gibbons: And do you know where he was 
born? 


Buchanan: He was born in Pacheco. [Contra 
Costa County, California] 


Gibbons: Oh, OK. Do you know where he is 
buried? What cemetery he’s buried in? 


Buchanan: Where his family— 

Gibbons: Yeah. Do you know where your 
father is buried, what cemetery he was buried 
in? 

Buchanan: They were...they came from the 
middle east. One station... do...one city, 


state... can’t remember. Indiana or some place 
like that. But they came back...came by, uh— 


[Buchanan apparently did not hear or 


understand the question.] 
Pease: Ship. 
Buchanan: No, no. 
Pease: Oh, wagon. 
Buchanan: They came across the plains. 
Pease: Wagon. 
Buchanan: Yes, by wagon. 
Gibbons: Came by wagon. OK, uh-huh. 
Buchanan: My mother, my grandmother, my 
grandfather too. But they didn’t know one 
another at that time. My grandmother came as 
a Simpson. No, no, no. 


Pease: Hewitt. 


Buchanan: As a Morgan. My grandmother was 
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a Morgan. 


Gibbons: And this is on your mother’s side? Is 
that your mother’s mother? 


Buchanan: My mother’s mother was a 
Stanton. 


Gibbons: Stanton, OK. 
Buchanan: In Connecticut. 


Gibbons: And you mentioned Morgan. Is that 
related to your mother or your father? 


Buchanan: Father. My father’s mother. 


Gibbons: So they did not meet, your parents, 
until they arrived here? 


Buchanan: The what? 


Gibbons: Your parents did not meet until they 
arrived here? 


Buchanan: No. 

Gibbons: OK. 

Buchanan: They met in Martinez. 
Gibbons: Alright. And then when did your 
family arrive here? When did you arrive here 
in the Pittsburg area? [Contra Costa County, 
California] 


Buchanan: My own family? 


Gibbons: Your own family, the Simpsons. 


Buchanan: They never lived in Pittsburg, in 


Berkeley. 


Gibbons: And so how did you get to this area? 
How did you get to what today is Pittsburg? 


Buchanan: To Pittsburg? 
Gibbons: Uh-huh. 


Buchanan: By the Oakland- Antioch 
Railroad. 


Pease: What year’? 
Buchanan: 1819. 

Pease: 1919. 

Buchanan: | came to teach. 


Gibbons: You came to teach. OK. And what 
grade did you teach? 


Buchanan: Third and fourth. 


Gibbons: Oh, my favorite grades. And what 
was the name of the school that you taught? 


Buchanan: Pittsburg. Pittsburg School. It’s 
the big building there on Black Diamond now 
[Black Diamond Street in Pittsburg]. 

Pease: Normal School they called it. 


Gibbons: Pittsburg Normal School? 


Pease: Was it called the Normal School, the 
Pittsburg Normal School? 
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Buchanan: No. Pittsburg Normal is where I 
went to learn to teach in San Francisco. No, it 
was just Pittsburg School Department. 


Gibbons: Oh, uh-huh. So, how many years 


did you teach school? 


Buchanan: Three years as a full teacher. And 
then, uh, three or four more years substituting. 


Gibbons: Uh-huh. And were you married at 
that time? 


Buchanan: When | substituted I was married. 
But the first three years, no. After I was here 
three years I married. 

Gibbons: So you came to Pittsburg to teach. 
Buchanan: Yes. 

Gibbons: Is that why you came here? 
Buchanan: Yes. 


Gibbons: In 1919? 


Pease: She lived in a house with the other 
teachers. 


Gibbons: So you lived with other teachers 
Laurie is saying. 


Buchanan: What? 


Gibbons: You lived with other teachers? 


[Gibbons repeats question because Buchanan 
did not hear it.] 


Buchanan: Yeah. 

Gibbons: Oh, OK. How many other teachers? 
Buchanan: Six— 

Gibbons: Wow. 


Buchanan: —in a house on Cumberland Street 
the first year. Two of the girls went away and 
there were four the second year. The third year 
my sister came here to teach and she and I 
roomed together at the Hotel Los Medanos. 


[The Hotel Los Medanos was located at the 
corner of 10" and Cumberland Streets in 
Pittsburg. According to the Pittsburg Dispatch 
newspaper, June 8, 1917, page 1, the formal 
opening of the hotel occurred in June 1917.] 


Gibbons: Oh yes. 
Buchanan: Which is now defunct. 


Gibbons: Right. And what was your sister’s 
name? 


Buchanan: Edna. 


Gibbons: Edna. And did you have any other 
sisters or brothers? 


Buchanan: Grace who married Ed Parent. My 
sister Edna married Albert Becker. His father 
was head of the steel works [Columbia Steel in 
Pittsburg]. My fourth sister married a chemist 
here at the Columbia Steel. Kennedy was her 
name. 
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[Grace L. Simpson married Edward N. 
Parent in December 1929. Edna G. Simpson 
married Albert N. Becker in September 1929. 
Margaret A. Simpson married William B. 
Kennedy in July 1933.] 


Gibbons: And so five of you, is that right? 
Buchanan: Four. 

Gibbons: Four including you? 
Buchanan: Yes. 

Gibbons: Huh. So all girls. 

Buchanan: Huh? 

Gibbons: All girls. No boys. 


Buchanan: All girls, no boys. That’s my 
mother and the four girls. And this is the four 
girls and their children. 


[Buchanan shares a photograph with 


Gibbons.] 
Gibbons: Their daughters, it looks like. 


Buchanan: Their daughters. And this is the 
daughter of a friend of mine who married my 
son who is her father. [Referring to Pease’s 
father, William E. “Bill” Buchanan.] This is 


Joann. 


Joann Killen married William E. Buchanan, 
the son of Warren “Bud” and Ruth 
Buchanan, in 1952.] 


Gibbons: Oh, that’s your mom then. 


[Referring to Laurie (Buchanan) Pease.] Oh, 
OK. And so this picture over here of the girls, 
who was the oldest? 


Buchanan: The what? 


Gibbons: Who was the oldest daughter? What 


was her name? 

Pease: Who was the eldest sister? 
Buchanan: I was the eldest. 
Gibbons: You were the eldest. 


Buchanan: Yes. Here, I am the oldest, next to 
the second, that’s Edna Becker. 


Gibbons: Edna Becker, OK. 
Buchanan: The third is Grace Parent. 
Gibbons: OK. 


Buchanan: And the fourth is Margaret 
Kennedy. 


Gibbons: OK. 


Pease: I thought Gracie was the baby? Wasn’t 
Gracie the baby? 


Buchanan: No, Margaret. 
Gibbons: Now when you taught in Pittsburg 
area was it called...must have been called Black 


Diamond at that time? 


Buchanan: No. Uh, when I came here, 
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it was...I can’t remember if it took Black 
Diamond after I got here or before. 


Pease: New York. New York Landing? 


[New York Landing was an earlier name for 


the area.] 


Buchanan: | think before. It was Pittsburg 
when I came here. It had been Black Diamond 
just a year or two before. 


Gibbons: I think 1911...1911 is when the name 
changed from Black Diamond to Pittsburg. 


[The community of Black Diamond changed 
its name to Pittsburg in 1911. See newspaper 
article on page 56. Ruth Simpson arrived 

in the area in 1919, after the name of the 
community changed from Black Diamond to 
Pittsburg. ] 


Buchanan: Yeah. 


Pease: Yeah. That makes sense. It started as 
New York— 


Buchanan: Yes, it was Pittsburg. Black 
Diamond— 


Gibbons: Now when you came here, did your 
parents still live in Berkeley or did they come 
here too? 

Buchanan: Did they what? 


Gibbons: Did your parents come here? 


[Gibbons repeats question because Buchanan 


did not hear it.] 


Buchanan: They never were here. 
Gibbons: Never were here. OK. 


Buchanan: They lived in Berkeley. We went 
from Crockett to Berkeley. We were all raised 
in Berkeley. All went to school in Berkeley. 
Three of us graduated from San Francisco State 
Normal. The other [sister] was business. She 
was secretary at the University of California. 


Gibbons: Huh. Wow. They went on to 
accomplish quite a bit, your sisters and you. 


Buchanan: Yes. 


Pease: She saw the fire from the earthquake 
[1906 San Francisco earthquake] from the hill 
where she lived. 


Gibbons: Well that was one of the...Laurie 

is talking about the earthquake in 1906. I 
guess you probably were about seven weren’t 
you when that earthquake happened? Do you 
remember the San Francisco earthquake? 


Buchanan: That we built the cabin? 


Pease: No, San Francisco earthquake? You saw 
it. 


Buchanan: 1906. 

Pease: Right. What did you do, your family? 
Buchanan: Where was I? We were living 

in Berkeley on Parker Street, one block off 


Shattuck and it shook our chimneys down. 
And the morning of the earthquake, my 
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mother took the baby Grace and my father 
took my sister Edna and me and we lived in a 
house that had a long stairway. We went down 
the stairway to the sidewalk and we could see 
the flames across the bay [San Francisco Bay]. 
And I was very upset that it would get to us. 
And my father said, “No honey, there’s water 
between us.” But we lived two weeks without 
any chimney or heat until the chimneys could 
be built. And, uh, we were high and we had a 
basement and we had a wood and coal stove 
down there where my mother used to boil the 
water to wash the clothes. And she moved that 
stove out into the backyard and she cooked 
there for two weeks. And we ate outside. 
Luckily it was April, fairly good weather. I had 
a birthday there on the thirteenth [April 13]. 
My mother baked a cake out there in that yard 
on the stove. 


Gibbons: So she still kept it very special, she 
kept it special for you for your birthday. 


Buchanan: Oh, yes. Yes. 


Gibbons: And was that your seventh birthday 
or eighth? 


Buchanan: My seventh. And then, on the 

24" was my sister Edna’s birthday and my 
mother did the same thing. Baked another cake 
outdoors there. 


Gibbons: Good for your mother. 


Buchanan: I can’t imagine it. In two weeks we 
got our chimney. You see the chimney went up 
the side of the house and it serviced the wood 
stove in the basement and the one on the first 


floor. Same chimney. That’s why they had to 
take the stove out of the basement because they 
had no chimney. But they built a new chimney 
in two weeks. But everybody’s chimneys were 
down. Terrible rush. 


Gibbons: And when did you meet your future 
husband? 


Buchanan: When did I meet him? 
Gibbons: Uh-huh. 


Buchanan: Shortly after I got here [to 
Pittsburg]. Oh, two weeks after I got here. 


Gibbons: Oh. Pretty quick, huh? 


Buchanan: Uh, five teachers wanted to live 
together in this house...little cottage...three 
bedrooms and a sun porch. And we want... 
one girl had a sister who was a telephone 
operator here. So they had to get her...see if she 
would come and live with us to make six. So 

I went with her and a couple of others down 
to the telephone office which was a little brick 
building in back of my husband’s family store. 
And we went in this little brick building and 
there on the railing sat my former [she meant 
to say future] husband and he was talking with 
the operator and we were introduced. But, 
there were other boyfriends. 


Pease: Hey, hey now. 
[Pease jokes with her grandmother.] 


Buchanan: It was a big deal for, uh, teachers 
for escorts because these are all new companies 
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and they had lots of young men learning the 
trades. 


Gibbons: Oh, lots of eligible bachelors. Oh, 
yeah. 


Buchanan: Yeah. We had lots of company. 
They had a dance every Saturday night, 
some Odd Fellows, Masons, Pythians would 
have a dance and we'd all go...was invited by 
somebody. I was invited by a young jeweler 
there. And we had another one of the men 
who had been in the Army and my husband 


had been in the Army too. And they got home. 


And— 

Gibbons: And this is World War I. 
Buchanan: Huh? 

Gibbons: World War 2? 


Buchanan: One. Yeah. And, and Ed 
Linscheid, he had just come home. He was 
a little older and the six of us lived together 
and...no, we had two bedrooms on the 
sunporch. Two of us had bedrooms and the 
other two slept on the sunporch. 


[Edmund R. Linscheid (1886—1983) served in 
the Army during World War I. 


The 1920 U. S. Federal Census for District 6, 
Pittsburg, Contra Costa County, lists Edmund 
R. Linscheid as age 33, single, and born 

in Minnesota. He is living with his father, 
mother, and sister on Cumberland Street. 
Linscheid’s occupation is recorded as 
mechanic at a chemical plant. 


In the 1930 U. S. Census for Township 6, 
Pittsburg, Contra Costa County, Linscheid is 
listed as single and living on Cumberland 
Street. His occupation is recorded as 
merchant of groceries. In the 1940 census he 
is listed as a merchant in retail store. 


Linscheid served as mayor of Pittsburg and in 
1960 he was elected the Contra Costa County 
Supervisor of the 5" District, succeeding the 
position held by Warren “Bud” Buchanan.] 


Pease: The teachers? 


Buchanan: And we all took turns cooking and 


keeping house. 


Gibbons: And do you remember where that 
was, what address? 


Buchanan: The address? 


Gibbons: Do you remember where that was in 
Pittsburg, what street? 


Buchanan: Cumberland. 
Gibbons: Cumberland. Uh-huh. 
Buchanan: And now it’s gone. 
Gibbons: Oh, OK. 

Buchanan: It’s now a subdivision. 


Gibbons: I see. Huh. So, you met your 
husband— 


Buchanan: I think it was 429 Cumberland. 
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Gibbons: All right. 
Buchanan: I think that was it. 


Gibbons: Did you call your husband Warren 
or Bud? 


Buchanan: Did I do what? 


Gibbons: What did you call your husband, 
Warren or Bud? 


Buchanan: Bud. 


Gibbons: Bud. You called him Bud. Did most 
people call him Bud? 


Buchanan: Bud, yes. They all called him Bud. 
And his father was called Bill and his son was 
called Bill. 

Gibbons: Yeah. I noticed that. It gets a little 


confusing, huh? So it was Warren G. and you 


said the G— 
Buchanan: Warren Grant. 


Gibbons: That’s my brother’s name. Yeah. 
Nice name. And when did you marry? 


Buchanan: August 2, 1922. 


Gibbons: 1922. And did you marry here in 
Pittsburg? 


Buchanan: No. In Berkeley. 


Gibbons: In Berkeley. 


Buchanan: At home. 

Gibbons: At home. So was it a small event? 
Buchanan: What? 

Gibbons: Was it a small event? 

Buchanan: Yes. Family. 

Gibbons: Family. Uh-huh. Uh-huh. 
Buchanan: | think fifty [people]. 


Pease: No pictures. 


[No pictures exist of the wedding event. See 
newspaper articles regarding the wedding on 


pages 67 and 68.] 


Buchanan: No. Why, I don’t know. We didn’t 
seem to take pictures in those days. 


Gibbons: | hear that a lot, actually, from 
people. 


Pease: She hears that a lot. 


[Pease repeats Gibbons’ statement to 


Buchanan.] 
Buchanan: No. We didn’t have a camera. Now 
its pictures all...I’ve got three albums of pictures 


now. 


Gibbons: Well, then she’s doing a good job for 
the rest of the family, huh? 


Pease: [Laughs] Actually she’s been drowning 
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in them. 


Gibbons: So how did you feel about marrying 
into this well-known family? 


Buchanan: Well, really, at that time they were 
just, uh...they owned the grocery store and my 
mother-in-law was the first postmistress here. 


Gibbons: And that was Nora. Is that right? 


[Nora (Carroll) Buchanan started as 
postmistress in 1897.] 


Buchanan: And she had the first telephone 
in the store [Buchanan’s Department Store in 
Pittsburg]. I didn’t feel any...about into this 
family. It was a good family and they were 
very influential in the town. And, uh, during 
hard times and all they just helped everybody. 
And during the depression they let them have 
food. And it was an Italian mostly settlement 
downtown. And the Italians would go to 
Alaska every year and fish. And then they 
would get their money when they came home. 
And they would always come and pay their 
erocery bill. And it was the same way in the 
depression. At that time, we lived on the ranch 
and we raised sheep and we had cows and all. 
And we did help families. We had sheep and 
we helped. 


[The ranch was located on Buchanan Road in 
Pittsburg.] 


Gibbons: And that was one of the questions 
I had was about the ranch. Now, do you 
know when the Buchanan family first left 
the ranch and moved to Pittsburg to run the 


store? [Gibbons repeats the question because 
Buchanan did not hear it.] When the family 
left the ranch... think they were here very early 
and then they left to run the store. 


Buchanan: When I| married, uh, the family 
lived upstairs over the store on Black Diamond 
[Street]. And we lived out on Eleventh and 
Black Diamond [Pittsburg]. And we wanted 

to build a house of our own and the family 
were gonna sell...are gonna move the store to 
Railroad [Railroad Avenue in Pittsburg]. Build 
this big store. So we bought lots from Hooper, 
three lots— 


Gibbons: C. A. Hooper huh? 


[Charles A. Hooper owned land that formerly 
belonged to L. L. Robinson, a railroad 
builder, mining businessman, and investor. 

It is estimated that Robinson once owned 
8,000 acres on the banks of the San Joaquin 
River in what today is part of Pittsburg. See 
page 47. See pages 56 and 57 for 

photographs of the Buchanan’s Department 
Store.] 


Buchanan: And we were gonna build two 
houses on three lots. And we got a plan with a 
common driveway so we only built two houses 
with one driveway. And my in-laws lived in 
one house and we lived in the other. 


Gibbons: And that was here? [At the ranch.] 
Buchanan: On Eighth Street in Pittsburg. 
Gibbons: Oh, OK. Still in Pittsburg. 


Pease: Do you want to know when this land 
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was purchased? Ooma, do you know when 
this land here was homesteaded? When the 
property, the cattle ranch...what year? 


Buchanan: [...] 


Pease: That it was originally purchased before 
somebody settled on it? 


Buchanan: That it was purchased from the 
government. 


Pease: Right. 
Buchanan: No. 


Pease: But it was before the 1919? It was 
before— 


Buchanan: I, J,...he got it as a grant. 


Pease: Right. Right. How many acres? One 
hundred and sixty? 


Buchanan: One hundred and sixty. 
Pease: Right. It was like a homestead. 


Gibbons: So, so they actually homesteaded 
this land? 


Buchanan: The grandfather, my husband’s 
grandfather [William Buchanan] and 
grandmother [Catherine (Campbell) Buchanan] 
owned...they got it from the government, 160 
acres. 


[According to the National Archives website 
(www.archives.gov) regarding The Homestead 


Act of 1862: 


President Abraham Lincoln signed 
the Homestead Act on May 20, 
1862. On January 1, 1863, Daniel 
Freeman made the first claim 
under the Act, which gave citizens 
or future citizens up to 160 acres 
of public land provided they live 
on it, improve it, and pay a small 
registration fee. The Government 
granted more than 270 million 
acres of land while the law was in 


effect.] 


Gibbons: And do you know, what did they do 
to the land at that time they acquired it? 


Buchanan: What year was it acquired? 
Gibbons: What did they...did they build 
homes here on the land after it was 
homesteaded? Do you know anything about the 
land early on? 

Pease: When they initially bought the land, 
was it for an agricultural preserve or a cattle 
ranch? 

Buchanan: Yeah. 

Pease: What was the intention? 
Buchanan: Farming. 

Pease: To make it viable for— 


Buchanan: Farming. 


Gibbons: Farming. OK. 
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Buchanan: Hay ranch [...] 


Gibbons: And so you said you moved here to 
the ranch. Do you know when you moved to 
the ranch? 


Buchanan: 19...when did they redo the cabin 
I say? 


Pease: '33 or ’32. [1933 or 1932] 
Buchanan: No, no. ’38. [1938] 
Gibbons: Uh-huh. OK. 

Pease: So your cabin built in ’39. Right? 


Buchanan: Uh, we moved here in 738, 1938. 
My son [William E. “Bill” Buchanan] was very 
ill and, uh— 


[See newspaper articles on page 132.] 
Gibbons: And is this Laurie’s father? 


Buchanan: It was her father. And we had to 
take him to a sanitarium in Los Gatos [Santa 
Clara County, California] and he...but he 
got over it. And they said well you have to be 
careful let him...and in the meantime these 


folks had wanted us to come out here and live. 


Gibbons: Uh-huh. And when you say these 
folks, who do you mean these folks? 


Buchanan: The great uncle and my father’s 
grandparents. 


[She meant her husband’s grandparents, 


William and Catherine (Campbell) Buchanan 
and perhaps her husband’s uncle and aunt, 
James and Janette (Buchanan) Syme.] 


Gibbons: OK. Uh-huh. So they wanted you to 


come out here and live. 


Buchanan: They wanted us to take over the 
ranch. And they moved to town. I didn’t 
want to because I had a nice house in town. 
But when the boy [her son, William E. “Bill” 


Buchanan] was ill I— 
[End side 1 of tape one; begin side 2.] 


Buchanan: —and fix it up you know, do the 
porches and paint it and what not. I don’t 
know. And so, a brother-in-law, my husband’s 
sister’s husband [Howard Kelley] was an 
electrician. He put in the electricity. 


{Norine Buchanan, 1901—1968, was the 
daughter of William J. and Nora Buchanan 
and sister of Warren “Bud” Buchanan. 
Norine Buchanan married Howard Sadoc 


Kelley, 1897—1944.] 


Gibbons: So that’s the first time you had 
electricity here was around 1938. 


Buchanan: 1938. And my husband’s...oh 
that...her husband did the electricity. And 

my third sister, Grace Parent, her husband 

Ed Parent came and dug the hole for the 
sewer. And all of our friends helped. And 
Seeno Company, who was owned by this boy’s 
grandparents, did the house all over. I mean 


they fixed the porches, they painted around for 
$2,000. And we moved here. 


East Bay 


Regional Park District 


13 


Interview with Ruth L. (Simpson) Buchanan 
Regarding the History of the Buchanan Family of 
Nortonville and Black Diamond (now Pittsburg) 


Contra Costa County, California 


February 15, 2004 


Gibbons: So, prior to you coming here, there 
was a house here. 


Buchanan: Yeah. 


Gibbons: So it sounds like it was in disrepair? 
It wasn’t in very good shape and so it had to be 
fixed before you moved in? 


Pease: Did William...did Willy and his wife, 


they built the original white farmhouse? 
Buchanan: They brought it from town. 


Pease: They brought it up from town. [...] And 
that was here before you moved out right? 


Buchanan: Oh, yeah. 
Pease: And that’s what— 


Buchanan: That was an old shanty that I 
wanted done over where they lived. They 

had no plumbing. They had to go out to an 
outhouse and so they put in the plumbing and 
the bathroom and, uh, electricity and a water 
heater— 


Pease: She has pictures of all of this. 
[See photographs on pages 123 and 124.] 


Buchanan: —electric stove and a little tiny 
kitchen. 


Gibbons: And where did the building stand? 
Was it here, was it further out, the house that 
was here? 


Pease: Where was it on the property? 
Buchanan: On this property? 

Gibbons: Where was the house in 1938? 
Buchanan: Right on the road here. 
Gibbons: Right here. 


Buchanan: Right where the third house is 
now, where her mother lives now. 


[Referring to Pease’s mother, Joann (Killeen) 
Buchanan.] 


Gibbons: Oh, OK. Uh-huh. And I know 
behind that is the old barn still. Is that right? 
The barn is still there? 


Pease: Barn, the original barn. The barn— 


[According to Pease, the barn was built in 


1901.] 


Buchanan: It’s still there, yeah. And the 
windmill was up in the hills and that’s where 
the water...the wind would rotate and they had 
a pipeline down to the house. And we had 

a tank house in back of the little house and 
that’s where the water was in this tank. 


Gibbons: And so, let’s see, there was a 
building here and then there was a building 
moved up from Pittsburg? Is that right? 


Pease: There wasn’t, uh, no— 


Buchanan: No other buildings here. 
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Pease: The one that was moved up was the 
original white house that she eventually moved 
into. And that was moved up from town 
[Pittsburg]. 


[The Pittsburg Post Dispatch newspaper, 
September 3, 1946, page one states: “One of 
the few native sons who can list his birthplace 
as New York Landing. W. J. (Bill) Buchanan... 
was born at the foot of Railroad avenue, near 
Second street in a house since moved to the 
Buchanan ranch and now occupied by the 
Warren Buchanan family.”] 


Gibbons: Did you have any other structures on 
the ranch? Did you have like a chicken coop? 


Buchanan: Any other what? 


Gibbons: Structures. Buildings. Did you have 
any other buildings on the ranch? 


Buchanan: No. No. Just a tank house and the 
house. And then in the war years, the second 
World War, we got a little house given us that 
we put out there so we could hire a man to take 
care of the sheep and all. 


Gibbons: OK. Yeah, that was one of my 
questions. So you had hired help. 


Buchanan: Later on. 


Gibbons: Later on, uh-huh, to take care of 
sheep. 


Buchanan: During the war. Yeah. 


[The 1940 Census for Township 6, Contra 
Costa County, California, lists Warren, age 42 


as a grocer in a grocery store. Also listed is 
Ruth L., age 41; their son, William, age 11; 
and John J. Dowell, age 28, a laborer on the 
ranch.] 


Gibbons: I see you had sheep and you said you 
raised [...] 


Buchanan: Cows. 

Gibbons: And you had cows. 
Buchanan: Horses, donkeys. 
Gibbons: Wow. Did you ride horses? 


Buchanan: Yes. | used to ride the ranch. I had 
my own horse and my husband bought me a 


saddle [?] and we’d go over the hill. 


Gibbons: Through the mining area? 


[Referring to the coal mining townsites of 


Somersville and Nortonville.] 


Buchanan: Down into Clayton [Contra Costa 
County, California]. We followed the railroad 
from Pittsburg to Nortonville and then branch 
off, go through the hills down to Nort...to 
Clayton. 


[From the San Joaquin River, Nortonville is 


approximately 6 miles south of Pittsburg.] 


Gibbons: Was there anyone living in 
Nortonville when you did that? Do you 
remember anyone living in Nortonville when 
you rode your horse through? 
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Pease: Was there anybody living in Nortonville 
at the time that you were riding through there? 


Buchanan: Oh, yes. Oh, yes. Not so many 
people. They were starting to give up the 
mines. But there were some people there. Uh, 
the minister that had been there lived there 
and his family. 


Gibbons: What was his name? 


Pease: She’ll remember you watch. You'll 
remember. 


[Pease directs her statement at her 


grandmother.] 


Buchanan: | can’t remember because they 
moved finally to Pittsburg and he died and they 
had one son. I can’t remember that. 


Gibbons: Well you might remember it later. 


Buchanan: It was a Welsh name, but I can’t 
remember. 


Pease: Ask her about Bud and Nortonville. 
Gibbons: OK, I was going to do that too. 


Buchanan: And there weren’t very many 
people who lived there. Very few because I 

know one day my father-in-law was going to 
y my going 

take groceries here to the ex-minister and he 
said, “Do you want to come along?” And I 

said, “Yes.” So I went along with him and he 
delivered groceries to these...to this family. 
g Y. 


Gibbons: That’s OK, you'll think of it. 


[Buchanan is still trying to remember the name 
of the family.] Did you know other ranchers 

in the area like the Ginochio family, the 
Loughers— 


Buchanan: That lived up there? 
Gibbons: Yes. That ranched in the area. 


Buchanan: Yes. There were Abrams. They 
owned the ranch right behind us. And there 
were Thomas’ who were on the old road now 
when you go to Nortonville [Nortonville Road]. 
And that’s where the minister lived, above 
Thomas’. The old house is still there. And part 
of the Thomas family are still there. 


[The Abrams family lived south of the 
Buchanan ranch and north of the Somersville 
and Nortonville townsites. The Thomas 
family lived on the west side of Nortonville 
Road, south of Pittsburg. Nora (Carroll) 
Buchanan, the wife of W. J. Buchanan, was 
the sister of Joanne C. “Anna/Annie” Carroll. 
Annie Carroll married William Abrams in 


1882. See page 98. 


It is not clear if this William Abrams was 
related to the Abrams that owned the 
property behind the Buchanan Ranch. 

A newspaper article states that William 
Abrams was “actively engaged in business in 
Pittsburg.” ] 


Pease: The sisters are there. 


[Pease is referring to Gloria Thomas and her 
sister, Dolores, that lived on the Thomas 
Ranch on Nortonville Road at the time of 
the interview. The former Thomas Ranch is 
now part of Black Diamond Mines Regional 
Preserve, EBRPD.] 
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Gibbons: And how about Bud Ginochio, the 
Ginochio family, did you know the Ginochio 
family? 


Buchanan: Ginochio? 
Gibbons: Uh-huh. 


Buchanan: They were Clayton. And I can’t 
remember no...oh I, I knew them, I met them 
and all but we were never close friends. There 
was a ranch next to us here— 


Pease: Is she thinking of Arata? Arata? 


Buchanan: No. Aratas were the next one to 
that. 


[The Eugene Arata Ranch was located on 
Somersville Road, southeast of the Buchanan 
Ranch and north of the Somersville coal 
mining townsite.] 


Pease: Latimore? 


Buchanan: Latimore were the ones in 
back. Abrams are here and Latimore is here. 
Latimore is on the road, across the road 
[Nortonville Road] from the Thomas’s. 


[See photograph of Latimore residence on 
page 114 and Thomas residence on page 


115.] 


Gibbons: And did you know the Aratas? 
Aratas? The Arata family, did you know them? 


Buchanan: Arata? Yeah, I knew of them, yeah. 


Aratas and I, we were never friends. 


Gibbons: How about the, uh— 
Buchanan: Aratas oh— 
Pease: Frank [Arata]. 


Buchanan: Oh, they were on the Antioch 
[cross conversation] Oh, yeah. Frank Arata. 


Gibbons: Did you know his sisters, Dollie 
Arata and Stella and, let’s see, Elinor? Did you 
know the Arata sisters? 

Pease: Elinor or Stella— 


Gibbons: Elinor they called her Babe because— 


[Elinor Arata was nicknamed “Babe” because 
she was the youngest of the Arata’s nine 


children.] 


Buchanan: Arata? 
Pease: Arata. You knew Babe Arata. 


Buchanan: I don’t remember the women, the 
sisters. 


Gibbons: She remembers Frank [Arata]. I 
heard Frank— [cross conversation] 


Pease: We all remember Frank. 

Buchanan: Frank used to come here and 
we used to trade...oh, he bought some of our 
grain, and, uh, horses. Yes, we knew Frank 


quite well. 


Gibbons: So, so you traded with him. You 
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bought grain...he bought grain from you— 


Buchanan: Well, they would buy grain from 
us, sell it with their own. The same way with 
cattle, uh, the sheep and all. They’re Stockton 
[San Joaquin County, California] companies 
that used to buy the sheep. Sometimes they'd 
put them all together and trade [?]. 


Gibbons: Did you know the Lougher family? 
Lougher? 


Buchanan: Concord? 


Gibbons: Lougher. [Gibbons spells the name.] 
L-O-U-G-H-E-R, Lougher family. They 
lived up on Somersville Road just above the 
Arata Ranch. 


Buchanan: Who are they’ 


Gibbons: Lougher. Elmer Lougher, Jack 
Lougher. 


Buchanan: Lougher? 
Pease: Yes. 

Gibbons: Lougher. 
Buchanan: Lougher. Yes. 


Gibbons: This is how they spelled their name. 
Lougher. 


[Gibbons writes the name on a piece of paper 
for Buchanan to see because she can’t hear 
and understand the name that Gibbons is 
pronouncing.] 


Buchanan: [Obvious recognition.] Lougher! 
Yes. Yes. 


Gibbons: I figured you did. Did you know 
Elmer-— [cross conversation] I called him Jack. 


Buchanan: Yeah. We knew them. 
Gibbons: Did you ever visit their ranch? 
Buchanan: No. 

Gibbons: Did they ever come here? 
Buchanan: Not the Loughers, but the 
Arata...Frank Arata came all the time. Yeah. 


Loughers, Loughers, Loughers. 


Gibbons: Yeah, they lived just above the 
Aratas. 


Buchanan: Yes, Aratas. 


Gibbons: Leyshon Lougher, his son was Jack. 


[Elmer “Jack” Lougher (1911-1996) was 

the son of Leyshon and Lizzie (Ginochio) 
Lougher. The Lougher Ranch was located 
on Somersville Road, south of the Buchanan 
ranch. See photograph on page 119.] 


Buchanan: I can’t remember what our 
associations were...Lougher. 


Gibbons: But you knew other ranchers in the 
area? 


Buchanan: Oh, yeah. Yeah. 
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Gibbons: Did you ever know a man called 
George Hutchinson? George Hutchinson? He 
used to work on the different ranches. 


Buchanan: Not on ours. 


Gibbons: Not on yours. OK, I was curious. 
We've heard a lot of stories about George. 


Buchanan: Hutchin? 


Gibbons: Hutchinson. George Hutchinson. 
He used to work at the Arata Ranch. 


Buchanan: Yeah. 


Gibbons: And he worked at the Lougher 
Ranch. 


Buchanan: Yeah. On that side of the mine. 


[The Lougher and Arata Ranches were located 
south of the Buchanan Ranch and north of 
the Somersville coal mining townsite. For 
information regarding ranch hand George 
Hutchinson, see page 75.] 


Gibbons: On that side. Yeah, yeah. Well this is 


very interesting. Let’s see what else I have here. 


Buchanan: Lougher. I’m trying to think what 
connection we had with them. I know it was 
something. 


Gibbons: So when you lived here on the 
ranch...when you lived on the ranch and you 
raised grain, was your husband...did he do this 
full time? Was he a County Supervisor by this 
point? 


Buchanan: My father-in-law was a County 
Supervisor from District 5. He was Supervisor 
for 48 years. 


Gibbons: That’s a long time. 


Buchanan: | think it was the longest of 

any. They don’t call them supervisors in all 
the states. I forget what they call them. But 
his position was the longest in the United 
States when he died. And when he died, 
[California] Governor Warren appointed my 
husband [Warren Buchanan] to take his [W. 
J. Buchanan] place. And he was supervisor for 
ten years. 


[William J. Buchanan was a Contra Costa 
County Supervisor from 1904 to 1950. 
According to the Contra Costa Gazette 
newspaper, October 4, 1950, Buchanan “was 
a member of the Contra Costa County Board 
of Supervisors continuously since his first 
election in 1904. He is the oldest elected 
California official in point of both age and 
service.” See newspaper articles on pages 


87 and 88.] 


Gibbons: And did your husband, did he work 


here on the ranch? 
Buchanan: No. 
Gibbons: No. Did he run the store? 


Buchanan: He...well, uh, he was in the war. 
[World War I] But he came home and went 
into the grocery business. And then when they 
sold that, he started a real estate business and 
that’s when he passed away. He was a realtor. 
And his son, her father, carried on the realty. 
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[Referring to William “Bill” Buchanan, father 
of Laurie (Buchanan) Pease who was a realtor. 
Warren G. “Bud” Buchanan enlisted in the 
Army in 1918. He passed away in March 


1970.] 


Gibbons: Uh-huh. I remember that. And I see 
conflicting initials. Your father was William. 
[Referring to Pease.] What was his middle 
name? 


Pease: Edwin. 
Gibbons: Edwin. OK. One time I saw a C— 


Pease: Warren Grant Buchanan, William 
Edwin Buchanan. 


Gibbons: OK. 


Pease: You know you’ve seen William um... 
yeah, Warren’s father, William is his....that’s 
where the confusion comes in. [Speaking 
louder for Buchanan to hear.] William, your 
father-in-law’s middle name...your father-in- 
law, his middle name. Willy's middle name. 


Buchanan: William. 


Pease: William what? I know, we know this 
too. James? 


Gibbons: William James. Right? 
Pease: James. William James. 


Buchanan: William James. You're right. 
William James, Warren Grant, William Edwin. 


Pease: Right. 

Gibbons: She’s got it down. 

Pease: Yeah. 

Gibbons: Let’s see, you mentioned riding your 
horse through Nortonville. What was the area 
like when you rode your horse? Were there a lot 
of buildings left? 

Buchanan: What was what? 

Pease: When you rode your horse through 


Nortonville, what did the area look like? Were 
there structures? Were there houses? 


[Pease repeats the question since Buchanan 


did not hear it the first time.] 
Buchanan: No. 
Pease: What was there? 
Buchanan: Just grain and wild oats. 
Pease: No buildings that you saw? 


Buchanan: No. Not until you got down into 
Clayton. 


Pease: That’s OK. She rode l...] 
Gibbons: Yeah, well I’m sure you probably 
rode through the area after many of the 


buildings were gone. 


Buchanan: Oh, yes. Yes. 
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Gibbons: When they moved them [the 


buildings] down to nearby towns. 
Buchanan: Well they started to break up— 
Pease: What year? 

Buchanan: | don’t know. 


Pease: Yeah. Now who goes back to 
Nortonville? 


Buchanan: There weren’t...there weren’t very 
many... other people were starting to come into 
Clayton and build and they had stores and a 
post office and a bar you know— 

Pease: Saloon. 

Buchanan: What is the name of the bar? 
Pease: The Clayton Saloon? 

Buchanan: No. It’s there now. 

Pease: I know. Clayton Club. 

Buchanan: No. 

Pease: Well, I don’t know. I don’t hang out 
there. You know where it is though? Right 


across from the Historical Museum. 


Buchanan: Three or four people have owned 
it since then. 


Pease: Who lived in Nortonville, Ooma? Who 
lived in Nortonville? Oompa B, Bud? Who 


went to school in Nortonville, Somersville? 


Who went to school there in our family? 
Buchanan: Uh, grandpa. 
Pease: Grandpa. Willy? 


Buchanan: Yeah, William, William James. 
And his sister, uh, Jennie who lived there— 


Pease: Jennie, yeah. 


Buchanan: Jennie, the grandmother and 
grandfather and Jennie. And then William 
married Nora and he left to live in town. 

But, Jennie still lives on the ranch. And the 
grandmother used to take her eggs and produce 
and walk to Clayton. 


Gibbons: Oh, wow. 


Buchanan: And the little lamp I have in the 
bedroom she bought, cause she loved it and she 
didn’t have much money. And when she came 
home, her husband had a fit. Spend money on 
that little lamp. 


Gibbons: And where did she buy the lamp? 
Did she buy it in Clayton? 


Buchanan: Lasells Store— 


Gibbons: Oh, Cheap Cash Store in 
Nortonville. Oh, isn’t that— 


Buchanan: Nortonville. She walked to 
Nortonville with the eggs and all and sell them. 


And then, this day she bought the little lamp. 


Gibbons: So, this is Jennie. Oh, look at that. 
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Oh, it’s wonderful. 


[Pease has brought a lamp from the back 


bedroom for Gibbons to see.] 
Buchanan: No, not that one. 
Pease: This one? Which one? 


Buchanan: The one with the shade on the 
other dresser. 


Pease: Oh. 


Gibbons: And so Jennie is the sister of 
William James. 


Buchanan: Yeah. 


Gibbons: And what were the other sisters or 
brothers names? 


Buchanan: Oh, they had no others. 
Gibbons: Just two of them. Uh-hum. OK. 


Buchanan: And she married a Scotsman 
named Symes. S-Y-M-E-S. 


[Buchanan spells the name. The name is 
actually spelled “Syme” without the “s” on 
the end. Jeanette “Jennie” Buchanan married 
James Syme circa 1905. See photograph on 


page 39.] 


Gibbons: Oh, OK. Uh-huh. And where did 


they live? Did they live in the local area? 


Buchanan: They lived here. 


Gibbons: On the ranch [Buchanan Ranch]. 
Buchanan: Uh-huh. 

Gibbons: And was that— 

Buchanan: Her mother and father [Catherine 
and William Buchanan] had died and she and 
Symes lived here and they were the ones that 
wanted us to come out here and they would 


move into town [Pittsburg]. 


Gibbons: Oh, I see. And so once you arrived 
here, they moved to town. 


Buchanan: Yes. 

Gibbons: Oh. OK. 

Buchanan: Jennie. 

Gibbons: Jennie. 

Pease: What year did she say that was? 
Gibbons: She didn’t say a year. 


Pease: Do you know what year? About what 
time was that? What year? 


Buchanan: That we moved? 
Pease: No, that Jennie lived here. 
Buchanan: Well, she was born here. 


Gibbons: So, prior to 1938. 


[Regarding who lived on the ranch and when 
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they lived there: 


The 1900 US. Federal Census for New York 
Precinct, Contra Costa County, California, 
lists William B., a native of Scotland, born 
January 1826, age 74, as a farmer owning 
his own farm. The census also lists his wife, 
Catherine, a native of Scotland, born June 
1833, and age 66. Both immigrated to the 
United States in 1856. 


The 1910 U.S. Federal Census for Township 6, 
Contra Costa County, California, records James 
Syme, age 43, a native of Scotland and his 
immigration year as 1887. His occupation is 
listed as farmer owning his farm. His wife, 
Jenny [sic] C. is 46 years old. The census 
indicates that they have been married five 
years. The Symes are also documented as 
living on the farm in the 1920 and 1930 


census records. 


The 1940 U.S. Census for Township 6, Pittsburg, 
Contra Costa County, California, records James 
Syme, age 73, and his wife, Janet [sic], age 76, 
living in a home on Black Diamond Street in 


Pittsburg. James is not employed. 


Also recorded in the 1940 census for 
Township 6, are Warren G. Buchanan, age 
42; his wife, Ruth, age 41; their son, William, 
age 11; and a laborer. They are documented as 
living on a farm and Buchanan’s occupation 
as a grocer in a grocery store. 


Based on the census information and Ruth 
Buchanan’s memory, William and Catherine 
Buchanan lived on the ranch until the early 
1900s. Their daughter, Jeanette “Jennie” 

and her husband, James Syme, lived on the 
ranch from the early 1900s to 1938. Jennie 
Buchanan’s nephew Warren “Bud” and his 
wife, Ruth Buchanan, began living on the 
ranch in 1938. Bud Buchanan died in 1970. 


Ruth Buchanan continued to live on the 


ranch until her death in 2005.] 


Pease: Yeah. I know when she [Jeanette 
“Jennie” (Buchanan) Syme] was born, I have 
her headstone at the family plot I can check. 


Buchanan: I don’t know how old she was. She 
was in her eighties when she died I guess. 


Pease: When did she die? 19— 


Buchanan: | lived here [the ranch] when she 


died. 
Pease: Yeah, you did. She was like 64 or 63— 


Buchanan: We lived here five or six years 
before she passed away because I used to go and 
visit her when she lived in town [Pittsburg]. 


[Jennie and her husband, James Syme, are 
buried at the Buchanan family plot at Oak 
View Memorial Park Cemetery on East 18" 
Street in Antioch, California. The gravestone 
lists her name as Jeanette Buchanan Syme, 
born 1863 and died 1950. She was 87 at the 
time of her death. James Syme was born in 
1867 and died in 1942. He was 75 at the time 
of his death.] 


Pease: Oh, oh, OK, I know what you’re saying. 
Gibbons: Was her real name Janet? Was her 
real name Janet? You said Jennie. What was her 
real name? Jennie is a nickname. 


Buchanan: Jannel I guess. 


Pease: Jeannette. Yeah. J-E-A-N-N-E-T- 
T=E, 
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[Pease spells the name. On the gravestone, the 
name is spelled with one “n.” She is listed as 
Jeanette. ] 


Gibbons: OK. 
Buchanan: Jeanette. 
Pease: Yeah. Jeanette Symes. Yeah. 


Gibbons: So she passed away just a few days 
before William James Buchanan. 


Pease: Yeah. She was really ill then. 
Gibbons: Hum. Very interesting. 


Pease: I can find out for you very easily over at 


Oak View. 


[Referring to Oak View Memorial Park 
Cemetery on East 18" Street in Antioch, 
California, where the Buchanan family plot 
is located. Jeanette (Buchanan) Syme died 
on October 1, 1950. Her brother, William J. 
Buchanan, died five days later on October 6, 


1950.] 


Gibbons: Your father-in-law [William J. 
Buchanan], as supervisor, was involved with 
many events for the coal mining area. They 
would have pioneer picnics and he would host 
that. 


Buchanan: Laugh at what? 


Pease: Remember, uh, William, your 
father-in-law, he was involved as County 
Supervisor, he was involved in many activities 
in Nortonville. 


[Pease repeats the question because Buchanan 


did not hear it.] 
Buchanan: He was mayor of Pittsburg. 


Pease: But did he also oversee events like the 
pioneer picnic up near the coal mines? Did he 
have a lot of involvement— 


Buchanan: Oh, well...yes, in fact, there were 
county questions and all like there are today. I 
mean the county had to settle on. 


Pease: Right. But did he participate in some 
of the celebrations...like .the Pioneer Day, that 
type of thing? 


Buchanan: Oh, yeah. I don’t think they 
really had those until later. They used to 
have gatherings like picnics or something of 
everybody that had ever lived up there. 


[Some of the earliest pioneer picnics held for 
former residents of the Mount Diablo Coal 
Field occurred in the 1930s. See newspaper 
articles on page 74.] 


Pease: Yeah. What did he do with that? Did 


you ever go? 


Buchanan: No. | don’t think it was a public 
thing like it is today. 


Pease: I see. 


Buchanan: But, families would all get 
together. 


Pease: More like a family reunion. 
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Buchanan: Yeah. There are lots of people 
that lived up there originally that came to 
town [Pittsburg] to live. I’m trying to think of 
one family, lives there at, uh, at the Southern 
Pacific Station [in Pittsburg]. 


Gibbons: Daley? 
Buchanan: Huh? 


Gibbons: Daley? 


[Gibbons is referring to Norma Daley and 
her family who lived in Somersville. Norma’s 
father was Peter Daley.] 


Buchanan: Yeah. 


Gibbons: He [William J. Buchanan] was 
involved in many events that happened in the 
mining area and the old cemetery [Rose Hill 
Cemetery]. 


Buchanan: And they were...they helped us 
start the Pittsburg Historical Society. 


Gibbons: Um-huh. That’s right. Do you 
remember any events happening on the ranch 
or near the ranch [Buchanan Ranch]? Events 
like fires, do you remember any fires that 
happened in the area? 


Buchanan: No, I can’t remember any fires. 
Gibbons: That’s good. Did you— 
Buchanan: I don’t remember any except one 


we had [cross conversation with Pease] in the 
barn. Fourth of July, kids were there. The 


corner of the barn over there. That was burned. 
That’s the only fire that I can remember out 
here. 


Gibbons: Was that before the houses were 
there, back there? 


Buchanan: The houses were all built then. 


[Referring to the housing sub-division that 


now surrounds the Buchanan property.] 
Pease: Up here, but not around here. That was 
before ’72, because 1972 is when they built the 
houses. 


Buchanan: When that was burned? 


Pease: No, when they built the subdivision was 


72. When Seeno built— 

Buchanan: Started building? 

Pease: 72. [1972] 

Buchanan: When we sold part of it? I can’t 
remember the year. Those thirty acres before 
Seeno bought. 


Pease: Over there. 


Buchanan: Thirty acres. Bud Davi did that 


subdivision. 


Pease: Yeah, Inverness Drive and [...]. It goes 


all [...] 


Buchanan: And after that, Seeno bought all 
but six acres which is this where we are now. 
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Gibbons: Well, I had just a couple more 
questions for you because we are almost out 
of tape. Did you ever attend any events in the 
mining area? Like in 1934 they had a special 
event in the cemetery there. 


[Gibbons is referring to the dedication of 
the Native Sons and Native Daughters of 
the Golden West monument in Rose Hill 
Cemetery that occurred on October 7, 1934] 


Buchanan: Yes. No, I don’t think... went to 
one that was out the Somersville Road. No I 
didn’t, come to think of it. 


Pease: Now what about William, didn’t he talk 
about when he was growing up? 


Buchanan: Oh, yes. 
Pease: What did he tell you about growing up? 
Buchanan: Oh, yes. 


Pease: What did he tell you about going to 
school? 


Buchanan: We have pictures of that and the 
school. And I think I’ve given down to the— 


Pease: Yeah, we have them. 


Gibbons: So William went to school in 
Nortonville. And what did he have to share 
with you about going to school in Nortonville? 
William...what did William have to share with 
you about going to school in Nortonville? 


Pease: What did William share with you about 


going to school in Nortonville? What did he 
tell you? You have his chalk tablet. Don’t you 
have his chalk tablet? 


[Pease repeats the question for Buchanan.] 


Buchanan: I think...I don’t remember. I think 
they used to ride up on the coal train. 


[The Black Diamond Coal Mining Company 
operated a train between Nortonville and the 
San Joaquin River near current day Railroad 
Avenue, Pittsburg.] 


Pease: Did they, to get up to school? 
Buchanan: To school. I don’t know whether 
they walked home or what. I can’t remember 


that. 


Gibbons: And he did that because there was 
no school— 


Buchanan: They didn’t have— 


Gibbons: There was no school in Pittsburg, 
right? 


Buchanan: No. No buses. No nothing. 


Pease: Nothing. No. But he didn’t talk about 
his childhood much about doing that? 


Buchanan: No. I can’t remember much. Only 
a child riding on the ranch. 


Pease: Riding here on the property. 


Buchanan: With his sister. 
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Gibbons: What did he have to say about his 
childhood on the ranch? 


Buchanan: Work. 
Gibbons: Work. That’s what he remembered. 


Buchanan: Helped his father. And as they 
grew, that’s what he did. He worked cutting hay 
and he did that even after they were married. 
And then this little store on York Street [in 
Pittsburg] was being sold. These people were 
moving to Arizona and mother Buchanan who 
had been at home doing nothing begged to buy 
this little store. 


Gibbons: This is Nora Buchanan? 


Buchanan: Nora. And they did. And while he 
was out in the fields cutting hay and all, she 
ran the store. And then, when that was over 

in the summer, he would come and the two of 
them would run it until they wanted to build 
this big store. 


[Buchanan purchased his first store in 1896. It 
was located at First and York Streets in Black 
Diamond (now Pittsburg). See page 52.] 


Pease: Over on East Fifth [in Pittsburg]. 


Buchanan: On York [street]. On First and 
Black Diamond. And it was a lovely big store 
and nice living quarters upstairs. Had a big 
living room and a bay window looked off onto 
the river and a big dining room, kitchen, three 
bedrooms. Nice living. Bud and I lived there 
with them for close to a year while our house 
was being built on Twelfth Street [in Pittsburg]. 


[Buchanan is most likely describing the 
second location of the Buchanan Store on 
First and Black Diamond Streets. They moved 
their business in 1906. See photographs on 
pages 56 and 57.] 


Gibbons: Well, I think I have kind of a picture 
of it. 


[End of tape 1, side 2. Begin tape 2, side 1.] 


Buchanan: What was my father’s middle 
name? Edwin? Edwin E. Elias? Edwin E. 
Simpson. But what was the E for? 


Pease: Um, I would have to look. 


Buchanan: They got E. C. there. But his 
middle initial was E, E. E. Simpson. 


Gibbons: Do you know where your father 
is buried? Do you know what cemetery your 
father is buried? 


Buchanan: My father? He was cremated in 


Oakland [Alameda County]. 


Gibbons: In Oakland. And how about your 


mother? 
Buchanan: The same. 


Gibbons: Same. OK. So I have all kinds of 
things. I will make you copies so that you could 
have these. I have the marriage announcement 
for your parents. 


Buchanan: You have? 
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Gibbons: Yeah. 

Buchanan: Full married names? 

Gibbons: Not your parents, but let’s see— 
Pease: Nora— 

Gibbons: Nora Carroll. And like I say, there’s 
lots of other questions, but I don’t want to tire 


her, I probably did already. 


[Gibbons is discussing ending the interview so 


that she doesn’t tire 104 year old Buchanan.] 


Pease: But this was good because she'll 
remember more [...] 


Buchanan: That’s mother and dad— 


[Referring to newspaper article Gibbons has 


shared. See page 76.] 


Gibbons: Yeah. One last question. I have to 
show you. 


Buchanan: | have their wedding license. 


Gibbons: Do you know who that is? 


[Gibbons shares a photograph that appeared 


in the newspaper. ] 
Buchanan: That is a good picture of them. 
Pease: That’s a great picture. 


Gibbons: We are referring to the Pittsburg Post 
Dispatch article from January 1945. Now, that’s 


Nora— 
Buchanan: That’s the 52nd Anniversary. 


Gibbons: And that article says that they 
celebrated quietly at home. And I have seen 
another article that says they had 300 guests 
at an anniversary party. Did you go to an 
anniversary party for them? 


Pease: Where...Ooma, where did they 
celebrate their anniversary? Did they have a big 


party? 


Buchanan: Well, it was all at home. It was like 
a...like a reception more. 


Pease: How many people? 

Buchanan: Oh, whoever wanted to come. 
Pease: Three hundred? 

Buchanan: [ don’t remember. Uh, I have 
pictures of that. But, uh, Norine was there but 


her husband had died. Bud’s sister, Norine. 


[Norine (Buchanan) Kelley’s husband was 
Howard Kelley who died in 1944. Norine 
was the daughter of William J. and Nora 

Buchanan. See page 82.] 


Pease: Her sister-in-law. 
Gibbons: OK. 
Buchanan: She [Norine Kelley] was a widow 


and she had Margaret, and Cathy, Catherine. 
Well, Catherine was sick. It was the measles. 
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But she was sick on the 50th Anniversary. 

But little Margaret, she was in the picture. 
And I had a lavender dress and she loved this 
lavender dress. She hung on to me the whole 
afternoon. It was beautiful my husband said. I 
remember that. 


Gibbons: Sounds like a fond memory. That’s 
nice. How did the Buchanan family feel when 
the store closed down. When the store closed 
down, what was the family feeling at that point? 


Buchanan: How did they feel? 
Gibbons: Yeah, when the store closed. 
Buchanan: About me comin’ in? 


Pease: When they had to close the store. 
When they had to close down Buchanan 
Department. Was that hard? Were they ready? 


Buchanan: Well, I’m trying to think when 
they closed it. I think they felt it was ready. 
William Buchanan had passed away and 

Dad didn’t want to run a store. And so, Dad 
[William J. Buchanan] was still Supervisor and 
the store had a little small store in back of it, 
it’s all connected, and that’s where Bud opened 
his realty building. It’s still there. 


[The Buchanan Department Store closed 
in 1949. The building then housed Klein’s 
Department Store.] 


Gibbons: And what street is that on? 


Buchanan: And grandma, grandpa had 
a office, supervisor’s office in back of that 


building, of Bud’s realty store. That’s where all 
he did the county business. 


Gibbons: And so that was...was that Fifth and 
Black Diamond [in Pittsburg]? 


Buchanan: After he passed away is when they 
sold the store. Bud sold it. Bud and Norine 
owned it after grandpa died. 


[W. J. Buchanan died in 1950. According 
to two different sources, the store closed in 


February 1949,] 


Pease: When did they move into the Fifth 
Street, where it was Service Hardware? When 
did they get that? 


Buchanan: Do what? 


Pease: Ooma, the real estate on Fifth, Fifth 
Street next to Auntie Grace’s Hardware Store. 
Was that the same time? 


Buchanan: Oh, when they sold the store, 
Grandpa let Ed have the next...oh well it was a 
little building where Bud had his office. And 
then there was an alley and then there was a 
store. And, the two boys and them butchers in 
the other store, grandpa let him rent half of it. 
And the other half, Ed and Harold rented for a 


hardware store. 
Pease: Harold McGlashan and Ed Parent. 


Buchanan: And then, the two butchers 
couldn’t get along. They sold out and the 
hardware store took the whole thing. That’s 
where it is today. 
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[The store was called Service Hardware and 
was located at 45 E Fifth Street in Pittsburg. 
Harold McGlashan and Ed Parent were 
friends and neighbors and worked in the store 
together.] 


Gibbons: Did you have anything else you 
wanted to share? Do you have anything else 
you'd like to tell me? 


Buchanan: No. | think you’ve got the works. 
It’s all in a half a dozen [newspapers], uh 
..even to this point. Two years ago my girl 
[Buchanan is referring to her caretaker.], we 
went to the cemetery on Memorial Day. And 
the policeman there knew us and he let us have 
a parking place. And I got out and there was a 
young man standing there with a camera and 
he, I guess knew who I was, I don’t know. He 
said to Ettie May, “Could I take your picture?” 
I said, “No.” Everybody in this town has taken 
my picture. So he didn’t... don’t think he 
took it that I ever saw. But he went over to the 
headstone and took a picture of the headstone 
and I was watching in all of the town papers 
and what not to see if that...I never seen it. 


Gibbons: So this is Oak View Cemetery? 


[Oak View Memorial Park Cemetery is 
located on East 18" Street, Antioch, Contra 
Costa County, California.] 


Buchanan: Yes. 
Pease: First turn on the right. 


Gibbons: Well, since you’ve got to go and I 
don’t want to keep her any longer, would it 


be alright if I come back another day to see if 
she would want to share some photographs? 
Would that be alright? [Gibbons speaks louder 
for Buchanan to hear]. I’m asking about 
coming back another day to look at the photos. 
Could I come back another day to look at the 
photographs? 


Buchanan: Yes. Of me? 


Gibbons: Of you and the family, of the old 
days. Would that be OK? 


Pease: Yeah. Let’s pull it together. Sure. 
Buchanan: The whole family? 


Pease: Well, you know back, uh, your family 
and back maybe in Berkeley and maybe some 
up here at the ranch. We have old photographs 
of the ranch. [Buchanan sighs.] Now don’t 
make this be like the cemetery, you'll be 
regretting it. 


[Pease jokes with her grandmother.] 


Buchanan: | don’t think so. If they want any 
pictures of all of them, I’ve got albums they can 


copy. 


Pease: We'd like to come back and pull that 
together. OK? OK. 


Buchanan: I’ve got pictures all over the house. 


Gibbons: That’s good. That’s really good. The 
family will have all of that to treasure. 


End of Interview. 


East Bay 


Regional Park District 


30 


Interview with Ruth L. (Simpson) Buchanan 

Regarding the History of the Buchanan Family of 

Nortonville and Black Diamond (now Pittsburg) 

Contra Costa County, California February 15, 2004 


P610.56.1 


Nortonville, looking west, 1870s. On November 24, 1870, the Antioch Ledger newspaper reported 
that Nortonville boasted a population of 900 to 1,000 people, making it one of the largest 
communities in Contra Costa County. On the hill (center right) is the Nortonville School. This is 
most likely the school that William J. and Jennie Buchanan would have attended before there was 
a school in Pittsburg (known as New York Landing at the time). Waste rock piles are visible on the 
far left, and Lasell’s Cheap Cash Store is the two-story structure in the center front. 


Black Diamond Mines Regional Preserve, EBRPD 
Oakland Museum Collection 
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Main Street, Nortonville, California, looking north, circa 1870s. Structures on Main Street included 
a butcher shop, a barbershop, a boardinghouse, a lodging house, and the Knights of Pythias Hall. 
A fire in June 1878 destroyed much of Main Street. The fire started in Noakes butcher shop on 
June 20, 1878, and destroyed 14 buildings. 


By 1878, William J. and Jennie Buchanan were no longer attending school in Nortonville. They 
were attending a school that had been established in nearby New York Landing (now called 
Pittsburg). 


Black Diamond Mines Regional Preserve, EBRPD 
George Vivian Collection 
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Nortonvile. 


It is sad to visit s town in the throes of dis- 
solution thatso short a time ago was 80 proud 
and prowperuns as Nortonville was. Gold- 
amith in his “Deserted Village’ has immor- 
talized the snid picture, and set we do not be- 
lieve he ever eaw a Village quite so forlorn 
and hopeless as Nortonville isnow. The few 
inhabitants still remsining aro bopelessly 
stranded, with no possibility of relief, else 
they too would quietly steal away. Unfortu- 
nately the sturdy miners cannot fold their 
tents about them when they steal sway, bat 
must go hence, naked as they came, leaving 
substantial houses and beautiful homes be 
hind. Some of the more fortunate, who have 
snatched s few dimes from dame fortune, are 
able to wash the grim and black cos] dust from 
theie faces, and are taking their houses to 
pieces, moving to greener pasturea and re- 
buiiding. And yet it io a sad sighito witness 
this decay and dissolution of a torn once 
$9 proud and prospereus. Someraviile, its 
twin neighbor, is trifle betler situsted. Here 
the Bankin mine is in full operation, and 
things atill look prosperous. Just now, how- 
ever, the cullock for coal is not tery hright, 
but it is only a question of time when fuel will 
be fool, and the coal miner will be on top 


again ,— Ledger. 


This newspaper article, 
from the Contra Costa 
Gazette, October 10, 1885, 
describes Nortonville as 
“forlorn and hopeless.” In 
1885, the Black Diamond 
Mine in Nortonville, the 
largest mine in the Mount 
Diablo Coal Field, ceased 
operation. Many miners 
and their families followed 
the Black Diamond 

Coal Mining Company 
from Nortonville to 
Washington Territory 

to mine the newly 
discovered, and better 
quality, coal there. As 

this article states, they 

left behind “substantial 
houses and beautiful 
homes.” Other structures 
were taken in pieces to 
“greener pastures” to be 
rebuilt. 


In the 1870s, various 
sources reported 
Nortonville as the largest 
town in Contra Costa 
County. 


East Bay 


Regional Park District 


a 


Interview with Ruth L. (Simpson) Buchanan 

Regarding the History of the Buchanan Family of 

Nortonville and Black Diamond (now Pittsburg) 

Contra Costa County, California February 15, 2004 


P610.164.2 


This photograph, of the west side of Somersville, Contra Costa County, California, was taken in 
1878. Rose Hill Cemetery can be seen on the hill in the upper right portion of the picture. Over 
the hill, past the cemetery, was the community of Nortonville. Tracks from the Pittsburg Railroad 
run on the waste rock from the Pittsburg Mine. 


Somersville was the second largest town in the Mount Diablo Coal Field. Three other communities 
existed east of Somersville. They were called Stewartville, West Hartley, and Judsonville. 


Black Diamond Mines Regional Preserve, EBRPD 
Phoebe Hearst Museum, U. C. Berkley Collection 
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Revort of the New York school for 
month ending May 23d. Whole nnm- 
ber of days’ attendance, 829%; whole 
number of days’ absence, 141; whole 
number of tardinesses, 72; total number 
enrolled, 69. Roll of Honor. Clarisse 


Senderman, Jennie Buchanan, Willie 


Buehanan, Abe Johnson, Sarah Sender- 
man, John MeGrath, John Delan, Wil- 
lie Dolan, Lizzie Hill, Byard Cantvill, 
Joseph Nichols, Theresa MeGee, Ber- 
nan Senderman, Shara Skudera, Katie 
Dolan, Lizzie McGee, Maggnie McCue, 
Nellie Dolan, Josephine Junter. 
Enise M. Asarus, ‘Teacher, 


The article on the right, from 
the Antioch Ledger, September 
7, 1889, reports the accident 
of Mr. Buchanan. 


The newspaper article, on the left, is from 
the Antioch Ledger, May 31, 1879. It gives 
the “Report of the New York school for 
month ending May 23d.” Listed on the 
“Roll of Honor” are Jennie Buchanan 
and Willie Buchanan, the children of 


William and Catherine Buchanan. 


According to information provided 

by Vince Ferrante of the Pittsburg 
Historical Society, the first schoolhouse 
in New York Landing was built in 1874. 
The Buchanan children first attended 
school in Nortonville because no school 
existed in New York Landing (now called 
Pittsburg) at the time. 


SOMERS’ ILLE ITEMS 


a 


A great many people have been com- 
ing to town lately, 


What's the matter? 


A boom must have struck the town as 


The 1880 United States Census 
for Nortonville Precinct, Contra 
Costa County, California lists 
William Buchanan, age 54, 
and his occupation as farmer. 
Also recorded are his wife, 
Catherine, age 46, and their 
children, Jenney [sic], age 17 
and William, age 13. 


The census for Nortonville 
Precinct included the ranch 
area where the Buchanan 
family lived. 


from the Nortonville side, 
horses became unmoanageble and he 
was thrown from the wagon. 
taken to the residence of Mrs. F. Davis, 
where he was cared for. 


all the houses are again being occupied. 

Mr. Rankin has just completed the 
work of erecting an engine at the old 
Davis slope. 


They are going down the 


old slope for a new supply of coal. 
What's the matter with the shaft? 

An accident occurred last week which 
might hare resulted seriously. Mr. 
Buchanan was coming down the hill 


when the 
He was 


INNOCENCE. 
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Pictured is Catherine Buchanan. No 
date. Catherine was the wife of William 
Buchanan and mother of W. J. Buchanan 
and Norine (Buchanan) Syme. She was 
born in Scotland in 1833. 


Courtesy of the Pittsburg Historical Society 


OLD RESIDENT 


Mrs, Catherine Buchanan died 
Thursday night at the home of her 
daughter, Mrs. James Simms, who 
resides south of Cornwall. The de- 
ceased was an old resident of this 
county and aged 75 years. There are 
left one daughter, Mrs. J. Simms 
Supervisor William 
Also 


and a_ son, 
Buchanan of Black Diamond. 
a sister, Mrs, Elizabeth Graves of 


this place. The funeral services 
will be held tomorrow, Sunday, at 
the residence, south of Cornwal)! and 
the burial is to take place in the 
Buchanan lot in the Masons’ and 
Odd Fellows’ Cemetery at this place. 


P610.477.3 


The death of Catherine (Campbell) 
Buchanan, wife of William Buchanan, 
is reported in this newspaper article 
from the Antioch Ledger, January 15, 
1910. The last name of her daughter, 
Jeanette (Mrs. James Syme) is 
incorrectly spelled as “Simms.” The 
Masons’ and Odd Fellows’ Cemetery 
is now known as Oak View Memorial 
Park Cemetery. It is located on East 
18% Street in Antioch, California. 


Cornwall (mentioned in the article) 
was a small settlement that existed 
near a railroad station slightly south 
of New York Landing (now called 
Pittsburg). 
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ANOTHER PIONEER 
PASSES AWAY. 


MRS. KATHERINE BUCHANAN, 
MOTHER OF SUPERVISOR W. J. 
BUCHANAN, PASSKS AWAY AT 
HOME OF HEK SON IN BLACK 
DIAMOND THURSDAY NIGHT, 
JANUARY 13th—RESIDENT OF 
CONTRA COSTA COUNTY FORTY 
YEARS. 


At the age of 75 years and 6 
months, the heloved mother of Super- 
visor W. J. Buchanan passed away at 
the home of her son in Black Dia- 
mond last night. Mrs, Buchanan was 
born jn Perthsire, Scotland, coming 
to this country in her girlhood. She 
had been a resident of Contra Costa 


LAID TO REST 


( 


The funeral services of the late 
Catherine Buchanan, who passed 
away at the Symes home south of 
Cornwall last Friday, were held at 
the residence of her son, W. J. Buch- 
anan, at Black Diamond, last Sun- 
day, Rey. Cook of Oakland, officiat- 
ing. The interment was in the 
Masons’ and Odd Feliows’ Cemetery 
at this place, and a very large num- 
ber of friends and acquaintances at- 
tended the funeral! services and the 
burial ceremonies. Born in Perth, 
Sestiand, Mrs. Buchanan came to 
this country with her husband, 
forty-five years ago, locating first 
in Placer County. From there they 
removed to Antioch and later to the 
home place south of Cornwall, 
where she resided ever since. The 
deceased was a noble, earnest Chris- 


tian woman, Joved by all, and will 
be mourned by a large circle of 
friends. 


county for forty years. The funeral 
services Will be held on Sunday 
morning, January 16th, at 11 o'clock, 
from the residence of her son. The 
interment will be made at the ceme- 
tery in Antioch. 


These two newspaper articles report the death of Catherine (Campbell) Buchanan, the wife of 
William Buchanan. The newspaper article on the left, from the Contra Costa Gazette, January 22, 
1910, incorrectly spells her first name as Katherine with a “K.” The article on the right, reporting 
her funeral services, is from the Antioch Ledger, January 22, 1910. 
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Pictured is William Buchanan, 
the husband of Catherine 
(Campbell) Buchanan and 
father of William J. Buchanan 
and Jeanette “Jennie” 
Buchanan. No date. 


According to his gravestone 

at Oak View Memorial Park 
Cemetery on East 18" Street, 
Antioch, California, Buchanan 
was born in 1826 and died in 
1904. Cemetery records record 
his date of death as March 15, 
1904. 


The 1880 U. S. Federal Census 
for Nortonville Precinct, lists 
William Buchanan as a farmer 
and native of Scotland. His 
wife, Catherine, is also listed 
as a native of Scotland. 


The 1900 U. S. Federal Census 
for New York Precinct states that 
William was born in January 
1826. He immigrated to the 
United States with his wife 
in 1856. According to the 
census record, the couple was 
married for 41 years at the 
time of enumeration, making 
their wedding year about 
1859. William Buchanan was 
approximately 78 years of age 
at the time of his death. 


Courtesy of the 
Pittsburg Historical Society 


In the matter of the estate of Wil- 
liam Buchanan, deceased. Decree 
distributing lots 1 and 2 and the 
south half of the northeast qaurter 
of section 29, T 2 N, R 1 EB, contain- 


ing 162.41 acres; cash $1266.61; 
five head of horses and farming im- 
plements; to Katherine C. Buchanan 
one half; to Jennie C. Syme and Win. 
J. Buchanan, one fourth each. 


This article, regarding the estate of William 
Buchanan, is from the Contra Costa Gazette, May 
9, 1908. 
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Pictured above is Jennie Buchanan. No date. The 
photograph was taken by J. H. Peters studio on 914 
Market Street in San Francisco, California. 


Right, Jeanette “Jennie” (Buchanan) and James 
Syme. No date. The photograph was taken by a 
studio on 1148 Market Street in San Francisco, 
California. 


Black Diamond Mines Regional Preserve, EBRPD 


Buchanan Family Collection 


The article, below, regarding the 
marriage of James Syme to Jennie 
Buchanan, is from an unknown and 
undated source. The 1910 U. S. Federal 
Census, Township 6, Contra Costa County, 
California, states that James and Jennie 
Symes have been married for five years 
at the time of the census, making their 
marriage year circa 1915. 


Syme-Buchanan, 


James Syme and Miss Jennie Bo- 
chanan were married last Snnday at 
the home of Mrs. Willian) Ruehanan, 
near Black Diamond. The ceremony 
was performed by Rey. J. M. Barn- 


bart, of Antioch, in the presence of a 
few immediate reiatives and friends. 

Mr. and Mrs. Syme will make their 
home for the present on the Buchanan 
place. They are both well known and 
highly esteemed here and have the 
best wishes of the community. 
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Jeanette “Jennie” and 
William J. Buchanan, the 
children of William and 
Catherine (Campbell) 
Buchanan. No date. 


Jennie Buchanan was born 
July 16, 1863. She married 
James Syme circa 1905. 


William J. Buchanan was 
born September 11, 1867. 
He married Nora Carroll in 


1823; 


Courtesy of the 
Pittsburg Historical Society 
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BUCHANAN—CARROLL-—In Martines, Jan, 

1893, W. J, Buchanan of Black Diamon 
and Miss Nora Carrol! of Concord, 


The newspaper article, above, from the Contra 
| Costa Gazette, January 7, 1893, announces 


Carroll. Notice that at the time of their marriage, 
the name New York Landing had changed to 
Black Diamond. 


P610.477.9 


William J. Buchanan (above) and his wife, Nora 
(Carroll) Buchanan, pictured on the right. No 
dates. 


Nora was first postmistress for the community 
and held the position for 14 years. The post 
office was located in the Buchanan’s store. 


Courtesy of the Pittsburg Historical Society 
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William James Buchanan and his wife, Nora (Carroll) Buchanan. No date. The photograph was 
taken by Theo C. Marceau, Fotografer [sic] Market Street, San Francisco, California. 


Black Diamond Mines Regional Preserve, EBRPD 
Buchanan Family Collection 
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DIED. 


BUOHMANAN—In Black Diamond, Decomber 28, 


1891, Wildlam Carrel) Buchanan, Infant sou of 
Win, and Nora Buchanan, aged 2 munths aud 
16 days. 


The newspaper article (left) from the 
Antioch Ledger, January 5, 1895, announces 
the death of William J. and Nora (Carroll) 
Buchanan’s first child, an infant son 
named William Carroll Buchanan. The 
baby died on December 28, 1894, at age 

2 months and 16 days. The Buchanan’s 
would have two other children: Warren G. 
“Bud,” born May 11, 1898; and Norine, 
born October 28, 1900. 


Hnotber little lamb bas gone 
To dwell with him who gave: 
Bnotber little darling babe 
$8 sheltered in the grave. 
God needed one more angel child 
Amidst His shining band, 


And so be bent with loving smile 
Bnd clasped our darling’s band. 


P610.479.10 
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Buchanan Family Collection 


Above, the gravestone of William C. 
Buchanan, the infant son of William J. 
and Nora Buchanan. The infant died 

on December 28, 1894, at the age of 

two months and 16 days. He is buried in 
the Buchanan family plot at Oak View 
Memorial Park Cemetery in Antioch, 
California. Photograph by Traci Gibbons, 
2021. 


Pictured, left, is the memorial card “In 
Loving Remembrance of William C. 
Buchanan.” 
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This announcement of births is from 


the Contra Costa Gazette, April 22, BORN 


AAA AT Oe 
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1899. The last entry records the birth of | MCHARKY—-At.) MeHarry'’s_Kanch, April 
17, 1899, to the wife of D, MeHarry, a 


Ruth Simpson to E. C. [sic] and Mamie 


daughter. 
(Hewitt) Simpson. CAKEBREAD-—On Marsh Creck, April 11, 
1890, to the wife of William Cakebread, 
, a son. 
Ruth Buchanan stated that her father’s DALEY—In Somersville, April 6, 1899, to 
middle initial was an “E” and not a “C” the wife of Peter Daley, a daughter. 
: ; ‘ . Y—In Crockett April 13, 180%), to 
oP reported in this article. Se Se at he. iri 4 a daughter. 


P610.479.5 


Above, E. E. Simpson, the father of Ruth 
Lorraine Simpson. No date. Right, Ruth 
as a baby in 1898. The image on the right 
was taken by Horace E. Hunt studio in 
Crockett, California. 


Black Diamond Mines 
Regional Preserve, EBRPD 
Buchanan Family Collection P610.479.4 
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Shown as the third entry in this 
article is the birth of a daughter to 
William J. and Nora Buchanan. 
The daughter born on October 
28, was Norine Buchanan. The 
newspaper article is from the 
Antioch Ledger, January 5, 1900. 


October. 


4—To the wife of D. H. Carpenter, a daughter 


—lear Oakley. 
11—Tn the wife of Peter Daley, a daughter— 


in Somersville, 
o8-—To the wife of Willlam J, Buchanan, a 


daughtor—in Black Diamond, 
4“8-To the wife of Willlam McDaniels, a 


daugter—near Cornwall, 


Pictured on the right are the 
children of William J. and Nora 
Buchanan; Norine with her 
older brother, Warren G. “Bud” 
Buchanan. No date. 


Black Diamond Mines 
Regional Preserve, EBRPD 
Buchanan Family Collection P610.479.11 
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Left, Thanksgiving day 1902 at 
the Buchanan Ranch. Pictured 
are children Norine and Warren 
“Bud” Buchanan and what 
appears to be their Aunt Jennie 
(Buchanan) Syme behind them. 


Below, two undated photographs 
of a young Warren “Bud” 
Buchanan. 


Black Diamond Mines 
Regional Preserve, EBRPD 
Buchanan Family Collection 
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WBLACK DIAMONDS 


The Town of Destiny. 
A DAAaADAma Ap hoahhpppabrhrdds 

BLACK DIAMOND is situated on the Los Medanos Grant, Contra Costa 
County, on the San Joaquin river. The tract comprises 8,000 acres, with 
five miles of water front. Sea-going craft pass up the river to this point. 
The Santa Fe and Southern Pacific railroads pass through the grant with 
stations near the town. Three lines of river steaniers call at the town 
wharves. The unequalled transportation facilities, combined with the large 
area of level land adjacent to the town, offers advantages to manufactur- 
ers unsurpassed on the Pacific Coast. The Mt. Diablo coal mines are only 
a few miles distant, with a railroad track running to the river a mile to 
the east of the town, and the crude of] of the Southern Pacific oil fields 
can be delivered on the grant cheaply, the pipe line running through the 
grant, and a pumping station has been established at Los Medanos station, 
on the Southern Pacific, The Bay Qounties Power Company’s line also 
runs through the grant, and electric power can be had as low as at any 
point in the State. The Redwood Manufacturers’ Company with the larg- 
est lumber plant on the Pacific Coast, employing several hundred men, is 
already located at Black Diamond and cther enterprises are coming. Build- 
ings cannot be erected fast enough to supply the demand for the rapidly 
growing population. Lots are being sold on easy terms. 

No surer investment than property at this point can be made on the 
Pacific Coast. BLACK DIAMOND will be the factory town of Contra 
Costa County. 

For additional information as to factory sites apply to 


C.A. HOoOoPrE REC oo. 
204 Front St., SanFrancisco, Cal, 


Full information concerning town property may be had from M. COD 
Agent, at his office in the bank building, Hast Third street, Black ity 
mond, Office House: 9 to 12, Wednesday and Friday. 


The community of Black Diamond is described in this article and advertisement for C. A. Hooper 
& Company from the Antioch Ledger, April 22, 1905. See page 11 for more information on 
Hooper. During the interview, Ruth Buchanan stated: 


When I married, uh, the family lived upstairs over the store on Black Diamond [Street]. And we lived out 
on Eleventh and Black Diamond [Pittsburg]. And we wanted to build a house of our own and the family 
were gonna sell...are gonna move the store to Railroad [Railroad Avenue in Pittsburg]. Build this big store. 
So we bought lots from Hooper, three lots— 
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Students pose in front of the Nortonville school in the 1880s. In 1866, when school began in 
Nortonville under the tuition of D. S. Woodruff, the original building was situated on the west 
side of town near the Black Diamond shaft. Four years later, the school was moved to the location 


known as School Hill. 


According to the History of Contra Costa County, California, published by W. A. Slocum and 
Company, in 1882, the school “developed into a seminary with four departments, the school being 
maintained, chiefly, by a charge of one per cent on all moneys paid through the Superintendent’s 
office.” 


This is most likely the school that William J. Buchanan and his sister, Janette “Jennie” Buchanan 
attended before any schools existed in New York Landing (later called Black Diamond and now 
called Pittsburg). By 1879, they were attending school in New York Landing. See newspaper article 
from the Antioch Ledger, May 31, 1879, on page 35. 


Courtesy of the Contra Costa County Historical Society 
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SUPERVISORS’ PROCEEDINGS. | 
The Board of Supervisors held al 
meeting on April 17 and the following | — 
business disposed of: ar 

Pursuant to notice given by the 
board, J, H. Trythall, chairman of the 
board, offered the Poor Farm for sale | _ 
to the highest bidder for cash, The | 
highest bid received was $55 per acre L 
and the chairman rejected all bids 

In the matter of lapsing of Carbon- 
dale School District, the Board de- 
clared Carbondale School District 
lapsed and annexed the territory form- 
erly known as Carbondale School Dis- 
trict to Somersville School District, 
and ordered that the property now in 
schoo] building and the school house 
be placed in charge of Supervisor W. 
J, Buchanan, 

In the matter of the application of 
the Black Diamond Schoo! District to 
withdraw from Riverside Unfon High 
School District. Upon motion of Su- 
pervisor Buchanan, the Board orders 
that no action be taken on the petition 
of the Black Diamond Schoo) District 
to withdraw from Riverside Union 
High School District, 
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The Carbondale School in Nortonville, circa 1905. This 
school was located near Kirker Creek. 


The newspaper article on the left, from the Antioch Ledger, 
April 22, 1905, reported that the Carbondale School 
District had lapsed and responsibility for the school 

and its contents were subsequently transferred to the 
Somersville School District. The “property now in school 
building and the school house be placed in charge of 
Supervisor W. J. Buchanan.” 


Courtesy of the Contra Costa County Historical Society 
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Right, a school keepsake from William J. 


“Willie” Buchanan. The document says: 


“Willie Buchanan from his teacher Miss B. 
Jorey, 1877.” It also states that it is for “Perfect 
Recitation.” Miss Bessie Jorey was a school 
teacher in the New York Landing School in the 
1870s. Photograph by Traci Gibbons, October 
2021. 


Black Diamond Mines Regional Preserve, EBRPD 
Buchanan Family Collection 


Left, a school desk from 

the Nortonville School, 

most likely the Carbondale 
School, in possession of Ruth 
Buchanan’s granddaughter, 
Laurie (Buchanan) Pease. As 
stated in the 1905 Antioch 

Ledger newspaper article on the 
previous page: The “property 
now in school building and the 
school house be placed in charge 
of Supervisor W. J. Buchanan.” 
Photograph by Traci Gibbons, 
October 2021. 
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A school book from the New York School at New York Landing 
(now Pittsburg), in the possession of Laurie (Buchanan) Pease. 
The book is titled: Swinton’s Word Book of English Spelling Oral 
and Written. The inside cover is inscribed “Willie Buchanan, 
New York School, Feb. 1881.” Photographs by Traci Gibbons, 
October 2021. 


Prior to attending school at New York Landing, Buchanan 
and his sister attended school in Nortonville. The Contra Costa 
Gazette newspaper, March 15, 1945, page 9, shares one of 
Buchanan’s school memories. 


He went to school at Nortonville and recalls walking four miles 
each way to and from school. One time when he and his sister 
were riding a pony to school, a few cows were crossing the road. 
The impetuous pony leaped at one of them, knocking it down and 
landing safely with the two children, and proceeded on as usual. 


P610.479.52 Black Diamond Mines Regional Preserve, EBRPD 
Buchanan Family Collection 
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The first Buchanan store opened in 1896 and was located at First and York Streets in New York 
Landing (now Pittsburg). The sign on the building says “Cash Store.” No date. 


In the book, Days Gone By, Volume 1, by Nilda Rego, published by the Contra Costa County 
Historical Society in 1987, page 104 it states: 


In New York Landing, Billy and Nora [William J. and Nora Buchanan] set up housekeeping on the family 
farm. Nora didn’t like farm life all that much. She preferred working in town rather than on the farm. 


In 1896 Joseph Raney, who had been operating a store in New York Landing, decided to sell. Nora 
[Buchanan] wanted the store. She could run it herself and Billy could keep working on the farm. 


She convinced her husband. He borrowed $1,000 and bought Raney’s store on First and York Streets. A big 


painted sign spread across the wooden building simply stated, “Cash Store.” 


Courtesy of the Pittsburg Historical Society 
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2 PS - This article, from the Contra Costa Gazette, October 22, 1904, 
BUCHANAN THB MAN. States: 


W. J. Buehanan, Republican “In the Somersville country he is also a very popular man and 
nominee for Supervisor of the 


Rourth: atatetot. hac. the deek gud in and around Clayton he will secure a large vote.” 
hest- qualifications coveted hy 
every man who is called upon to 
xo before the people as a canii- 
date fora high and responsible 
position of public trust—the im- 
plicit confidence and high esteem 
of the people of the community 
m which he resides, This pre- 
quisite Mr. Buehanan enjoys to a 
marked degree, irrespective of 
party affiliation. 

Itis known in Black Diamond 
and conceded throughout the dis- 
trivt, by those not prejudiced 
by desire, that he wall receive a 
yery large majority of the votes 
that will be eastin his thriving 
and rapidly growing town,numer- 
ous Democrats being mnubered 
amon his enthusiaste supporters, 

In the Somersylle country he 1s 
alsaa very popular man and in 
and around Clayton he will se- 
eure & large vote, 

Asa Supervisor no one ques- 
tions but that he will prove a 
eareful, painstaking, honest and 
progressive servant of the people 
of the Foruth district and of the 
whole county. He as not the 
kind of man toecansent bhndly to 
proposed measure for puble im- 
provement but will exereise the 
same careful consideration which 
has governed his career as a suc- 
cessful business man. His elee- 
tion isa certainty, but his own 
efforts and those of his multitude 
of friends will be continued up 
tu the time when the last votes a oa : 
shall be plied on election day in This image, of William J. Buchanan, appeared in the Contra 
order to roll up an overwhelming Costa Gazette on November 12, 1904, page 5. 
majority. 
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BUCHANAN 
OF BLACK 
DIAMOND 


Election Assured by 
Big Majority.--Op- 
position Small. 


Taxpayers Turning to Him 
for Relief from Unneces- 
sary Public Bxpense 


William J, Buehanan is the 
coming Supervisor of the Fourth 
district. Jt hus come to he thar- 
oughly understood that his clee- 
tion means a revolution in the 
management of the aifairs of the 
county; a return to e¢eonemieal 
and businesslike methods. 

Through = striet adherence to 
husiness methods, a Ingh reward 
for henor and steadfastness of 
purpose Mr. Buchanan has ac- 
quired that fitness for the dis- 
charge of publi attairs which bas 
heen su noticeably lacking in the 
county lewislature during the 
past few years. He has resided 
in his distriet during his whole 
life and is thoroughly familiar 
with every foot if its territory 
and can he depended upan to dis- 
tribute the funds at his command 
with absolute impartiality, 

A risadly conservative checking 
up of the registration of the 
Fourth distnet shows conelusive- 
ly that Mr. Buchanan will he 
elected by asafe majority and 
the whole county will heartily 
rejoice over the change, 


This newspaper article, from the Contra Costa Gazette, 
November 5, 1904, page 1, regarding the election 

of William J. Buchanan as Supervisor of the Fourth 
District of Contra Costa County states: 


“Tt has come to be thoroughly understood that his 
election means a revolution in the management of 
the affairs of the county: a return to economical and 
businesslike methods.” 


The article ends by stating: 


“A rigidly conservative checking up of the registration of 
the Fourth district show conclusively that Mr. Buchanan 
will be elected by a safe majority and the whole county 
will heartily rejoice over the change.” 


William J. Buchanan served as Contra Costa County 
Supervisor from 1904—1950. 


WM. J. BUOGHANAN 


Announces himself as a. candidate for 


Supervisor District | 


Subject to the decision of the Republican 
County Convention to be held at Black 
Diamond, September 28th. 


This advertisement, announcing William J. Buchanan 
as a candidate for Supervisor District 1 of Contra 
Costa County, comes from the Contra Costa Gazette, 
September 17, 1904, page 5. 
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AGAIN CHAIRMAN 


Monday being the beginning of 
the new term of office for Supervisors 
Trythall, Buchanan and Casey, they 
organized at their meeting Tuesday 
by re-electing Suporvisor J. Il. Try- 
thall chairman, Mr. Trythall ap- 
pointed the committees as follows: 
Finance—Buchanan and Hook; Elos- 
pital—Canoy and Knott, 


One of the gratifying results of 
the election in this county, was the 
re-election of J. I. Trythall and 
W.J. Buchanan, Of course there 
was no question from the beginning 
regarding the former's success, as he 
could have overcome the combined 
strength of any two men in_his 


district, but strong work was done 


against Buchanan, The return of 
these two staunch representatives, 
who haye done so mueh for the 
county, not only in improvements, 
but by reducing our tax rate, dem- 
onstrates the voters appreciation of 
their work. 


P610.469.2 


Courtesy of the 
Contra Costa County Historical Society 


Pictured are members of the Contra Costa County 
Board of Supervisors, circa 1914. Left to right are: Judge 
Casey (Port Costa), William J. Buchanan (standing, 
Pittsburg), John Trythall (Antioch), Vincent Hook 
(standing, Concord), and Zeb Knott (Richmond). 


Buchanan was elected as a Contra Costa County 
Supervisor in 1903 and held the position until his death 
on October 6, 1950. He held the office for 47 years. John 
Trythall worked in the Mount Diablo Coal Field as a 
miner and lived in the coal mining town of Judsonville 
in 1880. By 1900, he was a coal mine superintendent 
living in Antioch, California. 


The newspaper article, above left, is from the Antioch 
Ledger, January 6, 1917. The newspaper article, bottom 
left, is from the Antioch Ledger, November 7, 1908. 
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WOULD CHANGE NAME 
OF BLACK DIAMOND, 


A move has been started in Black 
Diamond to change the name of ths 
town to one which will give the 
world a better idea of what the place 
really is. “Black diamond” is a com- 
mon name for coal and the town re- 
ceived its name many yeurs ago 
when the coal] mines were in opera- 
tion In and around Nortonville and 
Somersville. Now the mines have 
been closed down and there are no 
more “black diamonds” in thig coun- 
ty so the people of that hustling 
community are casting about for an- 
other name for their town. A strong 
point which is being urged is that 
neither the Santa Fe or Southern 
Pacific Railroad have stations by the 
name of Black Diamond. 


The newspaper article, on the left, is from the Contra 
Costa Gazette, January 28, 1911. In the book, Images of 
America, Pittsburg, by Marti Aiello, Arcadia Publishing, 
2004, page 15, it states: “The names New York of the 
Pacific, New York Landing, Junction, Cornwall, Black 
Diamond, and Pittsburg were all associated with this 
area at one time or another.” 


Pictured below is a postcard view of Black Diamond’s 
(now Pittsburg) main street with the store owned by 
Buchanan on the right. The postcard is postmarked 
October 1912. The view is looking south. The store 
was located on the corner of Black Diamond and 
Second Streets. The Buchanan family lived above the 
store in the upstairs quarters. 


Black Diamond Mines Regional Preserve, EBRPD 
Gary Wiard Palmer Collection 
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This view of the Buchanan’s store was taken looking 
west. No date. The front of the store faced the main 
street in Pittsburg (now called Railroad Avenue). 
This was the second Buchanan store. The first 

W, J. Buchanan, who purchased the Buchanan store can be seen on page 52. In 1906, 
Black Diamond hotel property, will William and Catherine Buchanan moved their 
remodel the building when he takes store business to First and Black Diamond Streets. 


During the interview, Buchanan stated: 
charge and then remove witb the 8 ) 


postoffica and his grocery store into 


And it was a lovely big store and nice living 


It. The property hus n frontage of quarters upstairs. Had a big living room and a bay 
about seventy feet und fllty deep, and window looked off onto the river and a big dining 
. room, kitchen, three bedrooms. Nice living. Bud 
the price paid is repor ted to he nearly and I lived there with them for close to a year while 
$8000, our house was being built on Twelfth Street [in 
Pittsburg]. 
Antioch Ledger 
February 22, 1902 Courtesy of the Pittsburg Historical Society 
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PITTSBURG WILL SOON 
BE POSTOFFICE NAME 


According to dispatches received 
at Black Diamond the name of the 
postoffice there Is after July ist to 


be changed to Pittsburg. Both of 
the railroads have changed the name 
of thefr stations to Pittsburg from 
Diamond and Cornwall and all that 
remains to make the change com- 
plete is the authorization of Uncle 
Sam. 


These articles regard the name change from 
Black Diamond to Pittsburg in 1911. The article 
above, is from the Daily Gazette, June 17, 1911, 
page 3. The article, on the right, is from the 
Contra Costa Gazette, August 5, 1911, page 3. 


The Post Dispatch newspaper, November 9, 1972, 
reported on the various names to the community 
over the years. According to the article, the city 
of Black Diamond incorporated in 1903. The 
name was changed from Black Diamond to 
Pittsburg in 1911 to reflect the industrial growth 
of the community. 


The article states that the major names and 
periods are: 


New York of the Pacific, 1849 
New York Landing, 1868 
Black Diamond, 1895 
Pittsburg, 1911 


POSTOFFICE KNOWN 


AS PITTSBURG 
IN FUTURE 


ORDERS FROM POSTAT DEPART- 
MENT ANNOUNCE CHANGE IN 
NAME OF THE TOWN OF 
BLACK DIAMOND. 


It is “Pittsburg”? now. 

On Saturday morning Postmaster 
Frank L: Glass received official no- 
tice from the Postoffice department 
that as far as that branch of the 
government is concerned Black Dia- 
mond no longer exists and in the 
future that thriving little town of 
the sixth class which was incorpor- 
ated in 1903 will be known and 
hailed as Pittsburg. All mail will 
be addressed to Pittsburg and ss 
the pouches will be sent to that 
town letters, papers and communi- 
eations should also be addressed as 
above, 

Some time ago an election was 
held in the town of Binck Diamond 
at which the people by an _ over- 
whelming vote decided to change 
the name of their town to  Pitts- 
burg. A little later the Southern 
Pacific and Santa Fe companies 
changeg the names of their stations 
from Cornwafl and Diamond to 
Pittsburg and lastly comes wari 
from the postal department = that 
Pittsburg suceeeds Black Diamoni 
on the department roll of offices. 
The move to change the name wus 
started when the travel to that 
town became large and as neither 
of the railroad stations were known 
by the town’s name the people de- 
cided the change the name of their 
town and have all the same. 
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SEASONABLE 
GOODS 


It io our aim to keep our stock up to date in every 
department. Wo have all the new lines in DRY GOODS, 


SHOES, HATS ond GROCERIES. Our effort to keep our 
business up and abreast of the times has earned for us 
the title of pacemakers for this community. 


W. J. Buchanan 


Pittsburg Dispatch 
November 20, 1917 


Call and inspect our 
New Line of 


Ladies’ and Gents’ Hosiery 
Summer Silks and Fancy Waists 


We are Agents for the 


Royal Worcester Corset 


NONE BETTER 


_W..J. Buchanan | 


Pittsburg Post 
July 12, 1918 


These advertisements, for Buchanan’ 


Department Store, appeared in the 
local Pittsburg newspapers. 


BUCHANAN’S 


.. PRESENT... 
THE NEWEST IN SHIRTS 


S 


No Starch, No Wilt Collar. Here is the shirt every 


man has wished for—a dressy firm collar always 


comfortable and smooth. 


SEE THE FISH BOWL TEST 
IN THE WINDOW 


Better Shirt Days are Here 


» 750 195 is 


Patterns 


A special shirt event for Thursday, 

Friday and Saturday. Men’s collar 

attached shirts, color fast, shrunk. 
New Spring Shades 141% to 17 


Buchanans 


DEPARTMENT STORE 


5th and Railroad St. PHONE 22 


Pittsburg Post Dispatch 
March 20, 1935 
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W. J. BUCHANAN 


General Merchandise 


Telephone Main 221 Pittsburg, Calif. 


The advertisement, above, comes from the History and Directory of The Pittsburg Congregational 
Church, Pittsburg, Contra Costa County, California, January 1913. The pastor of the church at the time 
was Reverend W. H. Cooke. 


DEPARTMENT STORES 


Buchanan’s 
Department Store 


House of Quality 
Established 1896 
5th and Railroad Pittsburg Telephone 22 


From the Polk’s Pittsburg and Antioch (California) City Directory, 1931, Vol. One, page 27, R. L. Polk & 
Co. of California, Publishers, San Francisco. 
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MORTIMORE-SPRINGETT 
Christmas Chimes and Wedding 
Bells Peal Forth 


On Christmas morning ao pretty 
wedding ceremony was solemnized 
in the parlors of the home of Mr. 
and Mrs. W. J. Buchanan, when Miss 
Anna Springett and Mr. William 
Mortimore were joined together in 
the holy bonds of wedlock, the Rev. 
Chas. H. C. Jackson tieing the nup- 
tial knof. 

The bride had been housekeeper in 
the Buchanan home for more than a 
year, and the groom has been em- 
ployed as clerk for Mr. Buchanan 
since—well, we do not know how 
long, but some one says Billy Morti- 
more has been at the store ever 
since he ean remember, and that is 
away back. 

So the wedding was a sort of 
homey affair, with Mr. and Mrs. 
Buchanan acting as sponsors for 
both parties. 

The bride is an estimable lady and 
is the sister of Mrs. H. Berberick 
and Mrs. C. Straub of this city. 

William Mortimore is one of Pitts- 
burg’s most substantial young men, 
and is favorably known throughout 
this section of the county and state. 

Immediately following the cere- 
mony the newlyweds left for Colusa 
county to visit relatives, and will re- 
turn the first of the new year to 
establish no home here, and receive 
the well wishes of a host of friends. 


From the Pittsburg Post newspaper, January 1, 
1921, page 1. During his life, W. J. Buchanan was 
in close contact with many former residents of 
the Mount Diablo Coal Field. Some he employed 
in his store. 


This article describes the wedding of William 
Mortimore to Anna Springett. Mortimore 

once lived in the coal mining community 

of Somersville and was an employee of the 
Buchanan store since its beginning. As this article 
states, Mortimore was employed as a clerk in 

the store. His bride, Anna Springett, “had been 

a housekeeper in the Buchanan home for more 
than a year.” 


The Buchanans and Mortimores must have had 
a very close friendship since the wedding took 
place in the Buchanan home on Christmas 
morning. 


The article states, “William Mortimore is one 
of Pittsburg’s most substantial young men, and 
is favorably known throughout this section of 
the county and state.” For more information on 
William Mortimore see page v of the Preface. 
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WORKING ON NEW ROAD 


Grading Work Commenced 
on Short Cut to Pittsburg. 


Supervisor W. J. Buchanan of 
the Fourth District, has sev- 
eral teams engaged in cutting 
and filling the hills between 
this place and the Standard Oil 
Station at Los Medanos, we 
of town, while others are cut- 
ting through the old coal road 
embankment. This is the ini- 
tial move toward making a 
shorter road between Piltsburg 
and Antioch, and when com- 
pleted will be much better thar 
the present round-about way, 

The road will be built north 
from a point directly in front 
of the oil station and connect 
with the road running east from 
Pittsburg in front of the Colum- 
bia Steel Works, Johnson & 
Lanteri’s shipyard and the 
Bowers Rubber Works. Sev- 
eral fine corrugated iron  cul- 
verts have also been placed 
along this road, that are a great 
improvement over the old 
wooden affairs. 

Mr. Buchanan is improving 
many roads in his district, 
which is greatly appreciated by 
the people. 


MAKING THE DIRT FLY 


Good Progress on the New 
Antioch-Pittsburg Road. 


Supervisors Trythall and 
Buchanan have a large force of 
men working on the road — be- 
tween this place and Pibtsburg 
and within a very short time 
those who travel between those 
two places will be afforded a 
much betler thoroughfare than 
the former highway. ‘The fill- 
ing in the low places, which 
will make the roadway practic- 
ally level is a very decided im- 
provement, and one certain to 
be appreciated by everybody. A 
visitor here this week stated 
ihere was a continuous cloud of 
dust from the road work _ be- 
(ween Antioch and Pittsburg, 
while both towns were “mak-~ 
ing the dirt fly” with street 
work and Jooked like substan- 
lial progress in this section of 
the county. 

Mr. Buchanan will also make 
his part of the road level and 
as soon as the old coat road 
embankment near the Los 
Medanos oil station is removed, 
construction work on the other 
pale is to be completed immedi- 
ately. 


These newspaper articles report on roadwork being done in Antioch and Pittsburg, California. 
The article on the left is from the Antioch Ledger, July 20, 1912. The article on the right is from the 
Antioch Ledger, July 27, 1912. As a Contra Costa County Supervisor, one of the duties of William J. 
Buchanan was to oversee the roadmasters, the men who would take care of and maintain the roads 
in Contra Costa County. Betty (Peel) Maffei, a Mount Diablo Coal Field descendant, remembers 
“Billy” visiting her Uncle Leyshon Lougher on the Lougher Ranch. Lougher was a roadmaster and 
took care of maintaining Somersville Road that led to the mining area. 
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Jan. 7 Memorable Day for Buchanan 


Starts New Term; Named Chairman; Gets Pay Ratse 


Then, Oh Joy! He has New Grandson 


January 7, 1929, is a memor-,hoard have heen receiving the 
able day in the career of W. 7. | increased compensation for the 
Buchanan, pienecer merchant of | pust twe years. 

Pitlsburg and chairman of the | And lastly, aithough most im- 
Contra Costa Board of Super-| portant of all the popular super- 
visors, ivisor became ai grand- dad for 

Four important happenings | the first time when Mrs. Warren 
made the day eventful and one | Buchanan, jin the Alta Bates sani- 
which he will not soon forget. larium in Berkeley presented her 

In the first place, Buchanan |husband, son of the sapervisor 
entered upon his twenty-fifth} and husiness associate of his 
year of continuous service as a| father, with a son. 

Contra Costa county supervisor; All of which explains the 
then he was clected chairman of} more-than-usual  jovialily with 
the board for the seventh time.,;which W. J. greeted all today. 
To make the occasion more|“Honored? Yes, I’ve been sip- 
memorable Buchanan got his first | nally honored today’ was Bu- 
raise in official salary since he be-| chanan’s rejoiner. 

Ran his service on the board!) With the re-organization of the 
When, with the starting of his, Supervisorial board and re-nam- 
new term of office, he will, for jing of the chairman, Supervisors 
the first time receive $200 -per|C. H. Hayden and Zeb Knott were. 
month along with Supervisors R. | reappointey to the general finance 
J. Trembath and Oscar Olsson , committee while R. J. Trembath 
although C. H. Hayden and Zeb|and Oscar Olsson will again 
Knott, the other members of the comprise the hospital committee, 


From the Contra Costa Gazette, January 7, 1929, page one. Four important happenings are reported 
in this article: Buchanan’s 25th year of continuous service as a Contra Costa County Supervisor; 
his seventh time election as chairman of the board; his first raise in salary; and the birth of his first 


grandchild. 
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WARREN 


(Continued) 


Warren is a bright young fellow of 
courteous and genial manner and is 
popular in an unusual degree. He 
has been associated with his father 
in the mercantile business and has 
shown business ability of a high ar- 
der. He has had some medical train- 


ing, which has in a measure, at least, 
prepared him for the exacting duties 
of the branch of the service which he 
has chosen, and his progress will be 
watched with interest by his friends. 

Warren is popular in social circles 


—_—_—~ net only in this city but in Antioch 
and other nearby towns. 


Not Yet al, But Has Been The Pittsburg Post Dispatch, July 30, 1918, 
Itching For Fray For reported on the enlistment of Warren G. 


“Bud” Buchanan in the Army. Buchanan 


Some Time served during World War I. The article 


describes Buchanan as “a bright young fellow 
of courteous and genial manner and is popular 


Warren, son of Supervisor and Mrs. 
W. J. Buchanan, has enlisted in the 
army and on Sunday went to Camp 
Fremont to enter upon the _ active 
duties of service in an ambulance 
corps of which he Is now 2 member. fil) 0 000 dt bh aaann naa aananangnneantttatti 
He was accompanied by his father 
and mother, the trip being made by 
auto, Mr. and Mrs. Buchanan return- 
ng heme in the evening. 

arren, who will not be twenty- 
one years of age until next May, has 
been wanting to enlist ever since the 
entrance of this nation into the war, 
but was not able to secure the consent 
of his parents until very recently. 
Now, however, that he has almost 
reached the age of maturity and feels 
irresistibly the call to the defense of 
the flag of his nation, Mr. and Mrs. 
Buchanan feel it their patriotic duty 
to give their consent and their bles- 


ming. From the Pittsburg Dispatch, October 1, 1918, 
page 8. Camp Fremont was located near Palo 
Alto in Santa Clara County, California. 
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Mr. and Mrs. W. J. Buchanan and 
daughter, Miss Norine, and Mrs. 
Abrams and daughter, Miss Margaret, 
spent Sunday at Camp Fremont and 


had their lunch with Warren Buchan- 
an at the mess table. Supervisor 
Buchanan says he hoys have plenty to 
eat and good enough for any one. 
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Warren G. “Bud” Buchanan, the son of William J. and Nora (Carroll) Buchanan. No date. Bud 
was born in 1898 and died in 1970. Bud married Ruth Lorraine Simpson in 1922 and they had 
one child, William E. “Bill” Buchanan, in 1929. 


Courtesy of Pittsburg Historical Society 
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Right, the portrait of Warren G. “Bud” 
Buchanan was taken by Smith studio in 
Pittsburg, California. No date. 


Black Diamond Mines 
Regional Preserve, EBRPD 
Buchanan Family Collection 


P610.479.13 


The image, left, of Warren G. “Bud” 
Buchanan was taken by La Perla studio, 
Pittsburg, California. No date. 


Black Diamond Mines 
Regional Preserve, EBRPD 
Buchanan Family Collection 


P610.479.14 
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WARREN 
BUCHANAN 
MARRIED 


Leads Miss Ruth Simpson to 
Hymen’s Altar Wednes- 
day Evening 


At the home of the bride’s parents 
» Berkeley on Wednesday evening, 
Mr. Warren Buchanan of this city 
led to the marriage altar Miss Ruth 
Simpson, a charming girl and a for- 
mer Pittsburg school teacher. The 
ceremony was performed by Rev. 
Jas. Muir, pastor of the Pittsburg 
Congregational church. 

The bride is the daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. 
Blake street, Berkeley, while the 
groom is the son of Mr. and Mrs. W. 
J. Buchanan of this city. Both bride 
and groom are held in high esteem 
in this city and are popular with the 
younger social set. 


E. EK. Simpson of 1936- 


(Continued) 


Warren Buchanan is associated 
with his father in the management of 
the W. J. Buchanan General Store, 
where he will continue to devote his 
business efforts. A home at Eleventh 
and Black Diamond streets has been 
prepared by the groom for the recep- 
tion of his bride, and which they will 
occupy at the end of a ten days 
honeymoon trip into the southern 
part of the State. 

tt is said that the wedding cere- 
mony was a most impressive one with 
a Setting unique and beautiful. 

Those in attendance from Pitts- 
burg were Supervisor and Mrs. W. J. 
Guehanan, Mr. and Mrs, Wm. Morti- 
more, Mr. and Mrs. Norman Schmall- 
hielz, Mr. and Mrs. Kendall Lowes, 
Mrs. James Syme, John Symne, Al 
and Tom Becker. There were also 
many other freinds and _ relatives 
present from Contra Costa and other 
points, 


The Pittsburg Post, August 5, 1922, announced 
the marriage of Ruth Simpson to Warren 
“Bud” Buchanan. Simpson was the daughter 
of Edwin and Mamie (Hewitt) Simpson. 


The article states: “Both bride and groom 
are held in high esteem in this city and are 
popular with the younger social set.” 
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WEDDING IN 
BERKELEY. 

At 8:30 o'clock at the home of 
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Simpson of 
Blake street. last evening, the mar- 
riage of Miss Ruth Simpson and 
Warren Buchanan, son of W. J. 


Buchanan of Contra Costa county, 
took place. Sixty relatives and 
friends were assembled. The home 
was attractive in a decoration of 
pink and lavender, hollyhocks, hy- 
drangea, snapdragons and _ ferns 
forming the nuptial bower. 

Rev. James Mutr, pastor of the 
Pittsburg Congregational church, 
officiated. 

The bride wore a gown of white 


lace and georgette with a _ bridal 
veil of tulle arranged at the head- 


dress with orange hlossoms. She 
carried gardenias and bride's roses, 

The maid of honor was Miss 
Dorothy Morris, who wore corii 
georgette and carried Ophelia roses 

Kendall Lowes served the bride- 
groom as best man. 

The two bridesmaids were Miss 
Norine Buchanan, sister of the 
bridegroom, who was in green 
georgette, carrying a shower hou- 
quet of pink sweet peas, and Miss 
Edna Simpson, who wore yellow 
georgette, an arm bouquet of or- 
chid sweet peas, contrasting with 
her gown. 

The couple have gone to San 
Diego on their honeymoon and on 


(Continued) 


their return will occupy an attract- 
ive bungalow in Pittsburg. 


The bride is a member of the 


factulty of the Pittsburg grammar 


school, 


Buchanan is manager of a large 
concern in Pittsburg and a veteran 
of the world war. 


This article, regarding the wedding of Ruth 
Simpson to Warren G. “Bud” Buchanan, is 
from the Oakland Tribune, August 3, 1922. 
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Courtesy of the Pittsburg Historical Society 


4 
P610.477.5 


Pictured is Buchanan’s Department Store located on the corner of Fifth Street and Railroad 
Avenue in Pittsburg. No date. In the book, Days Gone By, Volume 1, by Nilda Rego, published by 
the Contra Costa County Historical Society in 1987, page 108, it states: “In 1922 a modern store 
with big display windows was built on Fifth and Railroad. The Buchanan family was to operate the 
store from that location for the next 26 years.” 


The contynet £or the erection Pp eae craagana pee ce 


af the eK W, J. Buehanan store the development of merchandising 
building at Fifth and Railroad in this section, On that day W. 


streets, Pittshurg, has been award- J. Buchanan, the pioneer merchant 
el to Seeno & Colombo, a Pitts- of Pittsburg, opened his new and 


magnificent department store 
building at Fifth and Railroud 
streets. 


bure firm, 


Antioch Ledger Antioch Ledger 
August 31, 1922 March 8, 1923 


These newspaper articles, from the Antioch Ledger, discuss the construction and opening of 
Buchanan’s new and last store, known as Buchanan’s Department Store, located at Fifth Street 
and Railroad Avenue in Pittsburg, California. 
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Left, William J. Buchanan 
and his wife Nora, at the 
telephone switchboard inside 
the their store. No date. 

The caption written on the 
photograph says: “Opening 
of new office in building, 

5th and Railroad Avenue.” 
The image was taken by La 
Perla Studio of Pittsburg, 
California. See articles below 
regarding the telephone and 
telegraph company at the new 


Buchanan building. 
P610.479.41 


Black Diamond Mines Regional Preserve, EBRPD 


Buchanan Family Collection 


BUCHANAN LEASES 
TO PHONE COMPANY 


On Monday morning a lease for 
a portion of the ground floor of the 
new Buchanan bullding in Pittsburg 
was filed running from W. J. Bu- 


chanan the popular supervisor of the 


Fourth district to the Pacific Tele- 
phone and Telegraph Company. 
When the Buchanan huilding was 
built it was understood that the 
telephone company would establish 
its office and central switch board 
there and the contract has been sign- 
ed and filed for the game. 


Contra Costa Gazette 
March 9, 1912 


Buchanan's new store building 
at the corner of Fifth and Rail- 
road streets, Pittsburg, is nearing 
completion and it is expected it 
will be occupied within a couple of 
weeks, Buchanan says it will not 
open for business before Mareh 


1. The telephone company which 
will aceupy a portion of the build- 
ing, will take between two and 
three months to install the new 


automatic telephone appratus, 
which will come with removal of 
the office from its present 1 oca- 
tion. 


Antioch Ledger 
February 8, 1923 
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On the left is Buchanan’s Department Store, Railroad Avenue, Pittsburg, Contra Costa County, 
California, circa 1940s. According to the article, “40 Consecutive Years in Business Provides 
Unique Record in City,” from the Pittsburg Independent newspaper, August 15, 1936, pages 3 and 
4: the first Buchanan store opened in 1896 in what was then known as New York Landing. It was 
located at the corner of First and York Streets. New York Landing eventually became known as 
Black Diamond and in 1906, the store was moved to a larger location at the corner of First and 
Black Diamond Streets. Due to the growth of the business, Buchanan gave up the management 
of the Telephone Company and Post Office, however they remained under the same roof. The 
Pacific Telephone and Telegraph Company remained under the same roof since the first phone 
was installed. In 1922, the store relocated a third time. With the need for expansion, Buchanan’s 
moved to their final location on Fifth Street and Railroad Avenue. Buchanan’s Department Store 
had six departments which included: men’s, meat, vegetable, grocery, and household. Although 
the newspaper article did not specify the sixth department, former Buchanan employee, Edwin 
Mortimore, stated that there was also a women’s apparel and yardage department. 


Black Diamond Mines Regional Preserve, EBRPD 
Alice (Mortimore) Wildes Collection 
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Employees of Buchanan’s Department Store in Pittsburg, California, celebrate the store’s 50° 
anniversary in September 1946. A Contra Costa Gazette newspaper article from September 6, 1946, 
page 1, titled “50 Years In Business Celebrated By Buchanan” states, “For the occasion clerks are 
dressed in the costumes of 1896. Leg-of-mutton sleeves are much in evidence with the ladies, 
while the men wear suits representative of gay nineties.” Buchanan opened his first store on 


September 5, 1896. 


Pictured are first row, left to right: unknown, unknown, Warren G. “Bud” Buchanan, Augie 
Ramirez, Harold McGlashan, George Davis. Second row, left to right: unknown, Mike Pareno, 
Margaret Mountain McElhaney, Ruby Thompson, Alice Holquist, unknown, William J. Buchanan, 
Clem Vossos, Gertrude (Anderson) Young (former Somersville resident). Back row, left to right: 
unknown, Marie Davi, Lark Scudero, Carmen Pritchard, Ed Parent. Photograph by Gainsborough, 
Pittsburg, California. 
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William J. Buchanan, for 
For 32 Years i twenty-six consecutive years a 
3 4 member of the Contra Costa 
i PRE GEST eas county Board of Supervisors from 
District No. 4, and now serving 

his ninth successive year as 

chairman of the board, is_ this 

week celebrating the thirty-sec- 

ond anniversary of his embark- 

ing in the mercantile business in 

Pittsburg (Black Diamond then). 

Buchanan (he soon became 

“Billy” and as such his friends 

know him to this day), started at 

First and York streets in 1896 in 

a small store with a stock of gen- 

eral merchandise. Ice, coal and 

wood were also part of the busi- 

ness. The express office and 

postoffice were included in the 

store. At that time the popula- 

tion was only 500 and the princi- 

pal industry was fishing. In 1906 

the activities of the store re- 

quired additional space and a 

move was made to Black Diamond 

street near First. In 1928 the 

present spacious store was erect- 

ed on the site of what was 

known in the early days as the 


2 a a a a ee Hansen farm. 
—Mheeo oy Lancaster G 


This article, regarding William J. Buchanan, appeared in the Contra Costa Gazette, March 5, 1929, 
page 1. It celebrates Buchanan’s 32 years of service as a member of the Contra Costa County 
Board of Supervisors from District No. 4. 
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Pioneers of 
District Will 
Picnic Sunday 


Old timers, who formerly lived 
fn Somersville, Nortonville, Anti- 
och and Pittsburg, and their fam- 
ilies from far ani rear will gather 
at Pittsburg Park Sunday for a re- 
union. 

Times now living only in mem- 
aries of some of the oldest resi- 
dents will be recalled, when thy 
picnic is held Sunday at the Park. 
Tt will be a basket lunch, ench fam- 
ily or party taking their own, and 
coffee will be served on the 
grounds. 

There will be a program Sunday 
afternoon, W. J. Buchanan, who 
was born in Pittsburg and who 
for years has served as supervisor 
from that cistrict, will be the mas- 
ter of ceremonies. 

Several apeakeras arc expect! 
to take part and there will be 
other impromptu numbers. Mrs. 
Amy McAvoy is chairman of ar- 
rangementa and everyone interest 
ed in invited to attend. 


Antioch Ledger 
May 31, 1935 


Old Timers 
To Picnic 


In Park 


The “Old Timers" of Nortonville 
and Somersville who can remem- 
ber the fair city of Pittsburg when 
it was a one-street hamlet with a 
railroad running down the middle 
of its one street. will gather Sun- 
day, June 4, in municipal park for 
their annual picnic and program, 

Supervisor W. J. Buchanan is 
chairman in charge of the event 
and he is being assisted by Mrs. 
Amy McAvoy, Mrs. Gertrude 
Young, Mrs. Sarah Schmutzler, 
Constable Joseph Rodda, William 
Mortimore, and William Lougher. 

Since an invitation has been is- 
sued to any Pittsburg people to 
bring their lunches and join with 
members of the Old Timers at 
12:30 on June 4, it seems fitting 
that an effort be made to have a 
large representation of the citi- 
zenry present to partake in the 
day's activities and to meet and 
know those too few old timers 
who grew up with this community 
and its surrounding territory. 


Pittsburg Independent 
May 30, 1939 


Former residents and descendants of the Mount Diablo Coal Field have held reunion picnics in 
the area for many years. When the former coal mining area became an East Bay Regional Park, 
Black Diamond Mines Regional Preserve staff held biennial picnics for many years. William J. 
Buchanan, who attended school in Nortonville, was involved with numerous reunion picnics, as 
indicated by the Antioch Ledger article above, from May 31, 1935, where he is recorded as serving as 


the “master of ceremonies.” 
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On the right, ranch hand George 
Hutchinson standing in front of the 

horse barn at the Arata Ranch. The date 

of the photograph and photographer are 
unknown. George was the son of Sidney 
Flat prostitute, Fannie Page. Sidney Flat, now 
the site of Black Diamond Mines Regional 
Preserve headquarters, served as the red- 
light district during the active days of the 
Mount Diablo Coal Field. According to coal 
field descendant, Elmer “Jack” Lougher: 


Everybody in the Mount Diablo Coal 
Field area knew him [George] and he 
would travel from one ranch to the next, 
including those of the Lougher, Abrams 
Vaughn, Arata, Courtney, and Vierra 
families. No matter how well he was 
treated, he would only stay for two or three 
weeks, 


Courtesy of the Pittsburg Historical Society 


Left, George Hutchinson playing the harmonica, 
at the Arata Ranch on Somersville Road. No date. 
Hutchinson would visit various ranches and would 
work for his keep. According to Elinor “Babe” 
(Arata) Girolami: 


“They'd make him bathe and give him new 
clothes. He played the harmonica. He was found 
dead on the side of Somersville Road. He was 
a good old man.” One of George’s favorite 
tunes to play on the harmonica was “Turkey in 
the Straw.” Hutchinson’s date of death is not 
known. Although other sources also report that 
Hutchinson’s body was found along a roadside, 
accounts differ as to which roadside. Other coal 
field former residents and descendants, recalled 
that Hutchinson died “down by Port Chicago.” 
(An area between Pittsburg and Concord in 
Contra Costa County.) Another stated, “They 
found his body over on Marsh Creek Road.” (A 
Black Diamond MinesRegional Preserve, EBRPD road between Clayton and Brentwood in Contra 
Arata Family Collection Costa County.) 
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This article, regarding the 50° 
wedding anniversary celebration 
for W. J. and Nora Buchanan, is 
from the Contra Costa Gazette, 
January 4, 1943, page 5. 


300 Attend Anniversary Reception 
Supervisor W, J. Buchanan and Wife 
Wed 50 Years; Greet Old Friends, 
Children and Grandchildren 


PITTSBURG, Jan. 4—A pro-® 
fusion of flowers, predominantly 
gold and white roses, provided the 
background for the golden wed- 
ding anniversary reception held 
yesterday afternoon for 800 
guests by Supervisor and Mrs, 
William J, Buchanan, 

In the reception line with the 
chairman of Contra Costa board 
of supervisors and his wife were 
their children, Mrs. Howard Kel- 
ley of Kensington Park and War- 
ren G. Buchanan of Pittsburg, and 
their three grandchildren, Mary 
Ann and Catherine Kelley and W. 
E. Buchanan, 

Sister Present 

Also present was Supervisor 
Buchanan's 79-year-old sister, Mrs. 
Jennie Syme. 

Most of the 300 guests signed 
the anniversary book. They show- 
ered the couple with flowers, pot- 
ted plants and other gifts. Old 
friends came fro mall parts of 
Cuntra Costa and the bay area, 
and in many cases the reunion was 
the first in years, 

Buffet refreshments were 
served, 

Mr, Buchanan and the former 
Nora Carroll were married Janu- 
ary 4, 1893 in St. Catherine’s 
parish house in Martinez after a 
school day romance. Mr. Buchan- 
an was elected supervisor in 1904 
and eventually became president 
of California Supervisors’ Asso- 
ciation, In addition, he has always 
been prominent in Pittsburg civic 
and business activities, 

* * # 


East Bay ae 


Regional Park District 


Buchanans Fete Golden Wedding 


Scores of friends gathered yesterday at the home of My, and 
Mrs. William J. Buchanan in Vittshure to felicitate the couple on 
their golden wedding anniversary. They were married January 
4, 1893 in Martinez. Mr, Buchanan has been a member of the 
Contra Costa Board of Supervisors for 38 years and its chairman 
for the past 22 years. 
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Re-Elect 


W. J. 
BUCHANAN 


Supervisor 
Fourth District 


Primary Election 
June 1, 1948 


The “Re-Elect” advertisement, 
above, comes from the Contra Costa 
Gazette, April 26, 1948, page 2. The 
newspaper article, on the right, is 
also from the Contra Costa Gazette, 
but is dated June 2, 1948, page 1. 


Buchanan 
Has No 
Opposition 


Volers of the fourth supervisor- 
ial dislriet gave William J. Buchan- 
an, veteran chainnan of the boar 
of supervisors, a strong vote of 
confidence with a complimentary 
vote of 4,135 in yesterday's pvri- 
mary election. 

Buchanan was running for re- 
turn to office without opposilion 
but voters of the district nearly 
all cast votes for him. 

His yote total for his distriet 
Was higher than that given eitner 
delegates for Goy. Karl Warren or 
Pres, Harry S. Truman, to the Re- 


publican and Democratic national 
couventions. Their deleovies were 
the only other unopposed eandi- 
dates on the ballot. 
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The newspaper article, reporting the death of 
James Syme, is from the Contra Costa Gazette, 


June 8, 1942. 


Buchanan’s Brother- 
In-Law Succumbs 


PITTSBURG, June 8. —James 
Syme, 75, brother-in-law of Sup- 
ervisor William J, Buchanan, died 
today in Antioch hospital where he 
underwent a major operation June 


Pictured below is James Syme, a native of 
Scotland. No date. He was the husband of 
Jeanette “Jennie” (Buchanan) Syme, who was the 
sister of William J. Buchanan. The Symes were 
residents of Pittsburg, California. 


he 

Syme had lived at 845 Black 
Diamond street. Funeral services 
have tentatively been set for 2 p, 
m. Wednesday at Community 
church, with Reverend Elmer 
Benedict officiating. 

Syme's close friend, Rey. C. C, 
Champlin, former pastor of the 
church, will assist in the services. 

Syme was a native of Leslie, 
Scotland. He was one of Contra 
Costa’s earlier pioneers, coming 
here from Youngston, ©,, 55 years 
ago. He was a farmer and rancher 
and retired in 1930. His widow 
is Jonnie Buchanan Syne, sister 
o fthe chairman of the supervisors. 

He is also survived by a brother, 
John, of Pittsburg. 


Black Diamond Mines Regional Preserve, EBRPD 
Buchanan Family Collection 


P610.479.17 
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Mrs. Janet Syme, 
Buchanan Sister, 


Dies At Concord 


Funeral services will be held to- 
morrow at 2 p.m, for Mrs, Janet 
Syme, 87, a resident of the Pitts- 
burg area for 83 years, who died 
last night at a Concord rest home, 
where she had been a patient for 
a year, 

Mrs. Syme was the wife of the 
late Jamex Syme, and a sister of 
W. J. Buchanan, chairman of the 
Board of Supervisors, 

She was born in Placerville, Cal., 
but moved with her parents to 
Nortonville when a child, 

The funeral will be held at the 
Pittsburg Funeral Chapel and in- 
terment. will be in the Community 
cemetery at Antioch, 

In addition iv her brother, Mrs, 
Syme ,leaves a nephew, W. G. 
Buchanan, a niece, Mrs, Norene 
B. Kelley, two grandnieces, Mar- 
garet and Catherine Kelley, and a 
grandnephew, William FE, Bu- 
chanan, all of Pittsburg, 


P610.479.16 


The newspaper article is from the Contra Costa Gazette, October 12, 1950. Pictured above is 
Jeanette (Buchanan) Syme. No date. Janet [a.k.a. Jeanette] “Jennie” was the older sister of William 
James Buchanan. Jennie and her brother attended school in the coal mining community of 
Nortonville. She married James Syme. 


Black Diamond Mines Regional Preserve, EBRPD 
Buchanan Family Collection 
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Nora Buchanan 


Funeral set'vices for Mrs. Nora 
Buchanan, wife of Supervisor W 
J. Buchanan, will be held tomorrow 
afternoon at 2 o'clock at the Pitts 
burg Funeral Chapel, with Rev. E 
W. Benedict, pastor of the Pitts 
burg Community church, offici 
ating. Interment will Follow at th 
Antioch Masoni¢ and Odd Fellows 
cemetery. 

Mrs. Buchanan, whé would have 
been 75 years of age Aupust 14. 
died yesterday morning at Pitts- 
burg Community hospital, after h 
lengthy illness. 

Pallbearers at tomjorrvow’s las! 
rites will be Supervisor R. J. Trem- 
bath of Antioch, David Osborne 
of Nichols, and George FE. O'Hara, 
Ed Wildes, Lark Seudero and 
George Andrews, of Pittsburg, al! 
friends of the family. 

In addition to her husound, who 
is chairman of the Contra Costa 
County Board of Supervisors, Mra, 
Buchanan is survived by her son 
Warren G. Buchanan, manager of 
Buchanan’s Department Store and 
a past president of the Pittsbure 
Chamber of Commerce; a daugh- 
ter, Mrs. Norine Kelley of Pitts- 
burg; three grandchildren, William 
Buchanan and Margaret and 
Catherine Kelley, and a niece, Mre 
Norman Schmalholz of Pittsburg 


Service Are Held 


County officials and county em- 
pluyes joined hundreds of persons 
in Pittsburg Saturday afternoon 
in attending the funeral of Mrs 
Nora Buchanan, wife of William 
J, Buchanan, chairman of the 
Board of Supervisors, This was 
probably the largest funeral ever 
held in the city. 

A wealth of floral offerings 
testified to the high esteem in 
which Mrs, Buchanan was held. 
Services were conducted by the 
Rev. BE. W. Bennett, of Pittsburg 
Community Church, and interment 
was in the family plot at Antioch. 
Pall bearers were Supervisor R. 
J. Trerabath, of Antioch; Dave 
Osborne, Nichols; George E. 
O'Hara, Ed Wildes, Lark Seudero, 
and George Andrews of Pittsburg. 
Beautiful vocal selections were 
rendered by Mrs. William Roblin 
of Pittsburg, with Mrs. Ray Perry 
at the pfiano. 


These newspaper articles, regarding the death of Nora (Carroll) Buchanan, are from the Contra 
Costa Gazette. The article on the left is from August 3, 1945, and the article on the right is 

from August 6, 1945. The Reverend Elmer W. Benedict, from Pittsburg Community Church, is 
mentioned in both articles. His name is incorrectly spelled as “Bennett” in the article on the right. 


Nora (Carroll) Buchanan was born in Portland, Oregon. She moved to New York Landing after her 
parents died to live with her sister and assist with her nieces and nephews. Nora Carroll married 
William J. Buchanan on January 4, 1893, in Martinez, Contra Costa County, California. Her 
husband would live another five years after her death, passing away in 1950. 
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Mrs. Nora 
Buchanan 
ls Mourned 


Wife of Supervisor 
Succumbs Atter Illness 
At Pittsburg Hospital 


By ELISABETH SUTTON 


Flags at the county court house 
hung at half mast today for Mrs. 
Nora Buchanan, wife of Super- 
visor W. J. Buchanan of Pittsburg, 
following her death this morning at 
Pittsburg Community hospital. 

Mrs, Buchanan, who would have 
heen 75 years of age on the 16th 
of August, was born in Portland, 
Oregon and in 1880 came to Pitts- 
burg, or New York Landing as it 
was then kmown, as Nora Carroil. 
She made her home with a sister, 
the late Mrs. William Abrams. 

In 1893 in Martinez, she married 
William Buchanan with whom she 
had pone through school, The 
couple made their home in Pitts- 
burg where Mrs. Buchanun helped 
her husband establish, in 1896, a 
general merchandise store, As the 
town expanded the store grew, 
changing its location three times. 
Known as Buchanan's Department 
Store, it is now located at Fifth 
and Railroad streets. Mrs. Bu- 
chanan managed the women’s dee 
partment of the store until ill 
health foreed her Wo resivn late 
lust year. 


(Continued) 


A member of the Pittsburg 
Chapter, O. E, S, and the Dia- 
mond Temple, Pythian Sisters, 
Mrs, Buchanan was principally 
interested in her family. She 
devoted herself to her husband 
and was his constant companion 
on his aurmerous trips through- 
out the state. They celebrated 
thelr 52nd wedding anniversary 
witha reception at their home in 
Pittsburg, January 3, Among 
the 300 guests was Mr. Buchan- 
an's sister, Mrs, James Syme of 
Pittsburg, who had been pres- 
ent at the wedding in 1893, 

Mrs. Buchanan beeame ill late 
last yen and underwent mayor 
surgery im an East Bay hospital. 


She was admitted to the Pittsburg 
hospital last. week and several days 


ago fell into a coma from which 
she yallied for a few hours this 
morning, 

In addition to her husband, vet- 
eran chairman of the Bourd of Su- 
pervisors, She is survived by a son, 
Warren G. Buchanan, manager of 
the family store and past presi- 
dent of the Pittsburg Chamber of 
Commerce; a daughter, Mrs. Nor- 
ine Kelley of Pittshure; three 
grandchildren, William Buchanan, 
and Cath erine and Margaret 
Kelley. A niece, Mrs. Norman 
Schmalholz, also lives in TPitts- 
burg, 

Funeral services will be held at 
2pm. Saturday at the Pittsburg 
Funeral Chapel. Burial will be in 
the Masonic and Odd Fellow ceme- 
tery near Antioch, 


MRS, W. J. BUCHANAN, wile 
of the chairman of the Board of 
Supervisors, who passed awny 


this morning at the Pittsburg 
hospital following an illness of 
several months, 


This article, from the 
Contra Costa Gazette, 
August 2, 1945, page 1, 
announces the passing 
of Nora (Carroll) 
Buchanan, the wife of 


William J. Buchanan. 
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Howard Kelley, 48, 
Of Pittsburg, Dies 


PITTSBURG, Calif., March 3.— 
Services are pending at Pittsburg 
Funeral Home for Howard S. Kel- 
ley, 46, husband of the former 
Norine Buchanan, Kelly died yes- 
terday of a heart ailment after an 
illness of two years. 

Member of a prominent Antioch 
family, he attended High School 
there before enrolling at Santa 
Clara University. He is a brother- 
in-law of W. J. Buchanan, president 
of the Pittsburg Chamber of Com- 
merce, 

Surviving are his wife, 
two daughters, Margaret, 6, 
Catherine, 4; mother, Mrs, 
Kelley; three sisters, Mrs. Joseph 
Ruckstuhl, Mrs. Mary Daugherty 
and Miss Loretta Kelly and a 
brother, Reginald Kelley of Las 
Vegas. 


Noreen B. Kelley 


PITTSBURG —_ Services 
were held today for Mrs. Nor- 
een Buchanan Kelley, mem- 
ber of a well known Contra 
Costa family, who died Sunday 
in an Oakland hospital. She 
was 68. 

A native of Pittsburg, Mrs. 
Kelley is a retired school 
teacher, having worked many 
years in the Richmond Uni- 
fied School District. 

She is the daughter of the 
late W. J. Buchanan, former 
chairman of the Contra Costa 
County Board of Supervisors, 
and the sister of Warren 
“Bud” Buchanar, also a for- 
mer Contra Costa County su- 


The newspaper article on the left, regarding the death of Howard Kelley, is from the Oakland 
Tribune, March 3, 1944, page 19. The article on the right, regarding the passing of Norine Kelley, is 


from the Oakland Tribune, November 12, 1968, page 20. 


Norine (Buchanan) Kelly was the daughter of William J. and Nora (Carroll) Buchanan. Her 
husband, Howard Kelley, died in 1944 at the age of 48. Norine (incorrectly spelled as Noreen 
in the article), survived him and passed away in 1968 at the age of 68. Howard and Norine 
(Buchanan) Kelly had two daughters, Margaret and Catherine “Cathy.” 
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Famous Stunt Flier To Perform At 
Dedication of Buchanan Field 


Latest feature to be added to 
the big air show at Buchanan 
Field next Sunday is Bill McCune, 
the famed stunt flyer, it was an- 
nounced by Iona M. Booth, gen- 
eral manager of the Contra Costa 
County Development Association, 
which is in charge of the arrange- 
ments on behalf of the Board of 
Supervisors. 

McCune has been seen count: 
lees times in public demonstra- 
tione and has been in demand 
for stunt flying by the movies. 
He has left for Mexico City 
where he will pick up « special 
plane for the Buchanan Field 
performance, landing there Sat- 
urday morning, according to the 
present plans. 

Captain Charles Metcalf of the 
Civil Air Patrol has been named 
master of ceremonies, and will 
function at the microphone from 
1 o'clock until the conclusion of 
the big show. He will describe 
each event for the spectators and 
will announce the winners in the 
various contests for which valu- 
able prizes are to be awarded. 
Among these are the members of 
the Aircraft Owners and Pilots 


Association, who will cut ribbons, 
burst balloons and execute spec- 
tacular spot landings. This or- 
ganization will have the first 
function on the program, assem- 
bling at the field for breakfast at 
8B a. m, 

The show is to be staged in 
connection with the dedication 
of the field, which will signal- 
ize the beginning of its career 
as a commercial field. It was 
recently turned back to the 
Board of Supervisors after hayv- 
ing been used as « training cen- 
ter by the Army Air Force dur- 
ing the war. The Air Force will 
send = jet plane over during the 
ceremony and will have many 
typee of fighting craft on the 
ground for inspection by the 
publie, 

William J. Buchanan, chairman 
of the Board of Supervisors, {s 
to receive the plaque, produced 

by the Columbia Steel Company, 
from the hands of his 17-year-old 
grandson, Billy Buchanan. Chair- 
man Buchanan has been a super- 
visor for 42 yenrs and has been 
chairman of the Board for 25 
years. 


This newspaper article, from the Contra Costa Gazette, August 2, 1946, describes the “big air show 
at Buchanan Field.” The show was “staged in connection with the dedication of the field.” The air 
field was named in honor of long-time Contra Costa County Supervisor, W. J. Buchanan. 
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The Contra Costa Gazette, August 2, 1946, newspaper article (on the previous page) states: 


“William J. Buchanan, chairman of the Board of Supervisors, is to receive the plaque, produced by 
the Columbia Steel Company, from the hand of his 17-year-old grandson, Billy Buchanan.” 


This photograph shows William E. “Billy” Buchanan posing with his grandfather, W. J. Buchanan 
and the plaque. 
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Dedication Day Program 


Supervisor H. L, Cummings, master of ceremonies, 

9:00 to 10:00 a. m—Breakfast, Members of AOPA, 

9:00 a. m.—Bridal couple leaves Buchanan Field. 

Contests, Members of AOPA, Spot Landings. Bomb Drop- 
ping. Balloon Bursting. Paper Cutting. 

Concert, Richmond Municipal Band, 

1:30 to 2:00 p. m—Concert, Camp Stoneman Band. 

Flag Raising Ceremony. Bugle Corps. Color Guard, 

Cargo drop by Eastern Airways—10 packages. Bay Ares 
newspaper reporters on this four engine C-54 plane. 


Captain Charles Metcalf, U, S, Army, master of ceremonies 

Introduction of Board of Supervisors, Introduction of origi- 
inal airport committee. Presentation of plaque to W. J. 
Buchanan by W. E. Buchanan. Acknowledgement by 
Mr, Buchanan, 

Bridal couple arrives from Reno, Mr. and Mrs, Charles 
Jones. Welcome and presentation of gifts. 

Slick Airways, Int., takes off with food for Europe. 

Run-olf of AOPA Contest 

Stunt Flying. 

Presentation of trophies and prizes to members of the 

AOPA., 

Parade of Airplanes, 

Two Parachute Jumpers. 

Model Airplane Demonstration. 


On the field; 

Mobile Recruiting Exhibit, McClelland Field. One C46E 
Commando, Slick Airways. 2 P-61's, Black Widows. 2 
A-26, Light Fast Bombers, 2 B-25, Medium Bombers, 
1 C-45, Hospital Ship, 

Dealers will have their alrplanes on the field for inspection, 
Administration Building, Master Airport Plan, Plan 
for proposed Administration Building. 

9:00 p. m—Night Landings by Flares, 


From the Contra Costa 
Gazette, August 3, 1946. 
This article announces the 
dedication day program for 
the opening of Buchanan 
Airport. 


According to another article 
in the Contra Costa Gazette 
newspaper from August 1, 


1946: 


Buchanan Field was 
originally purchased 
by the Board of 
Supervisors in 1941 
for use as the airport 
of Contra Costa 
county. Immediately 
after Pearl Harbor it 
was taken over by the 
Army as a training 
station for pilots. It 
has been turned back 
to the county, and the 
ceremony next Sunday 
marks the beginning 
of its career as an 
outstanding bay cities 
commercial airport. 
The Supervisors plan 
early construction of 
new modern hangars 
and an administration 
building. 
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FAMILY DINNER 


Supervisor Buchanan Celebrates 
82nd Birthday At Pittsburg Home 


Supervisor William J. Buchanan celebrated his 82nd hirth- 
day yesterday with a small dinner party at his Pittsburg home 
with members of his family. 

Among those present at the dinner were Mrs, R. J. ‘Trem- 


hath, Mrs, Janet Sims, Mrs. How- 
ard Kelly and the Supervisors two 
grandchildren, Margaret and 


BIRTHDAY PARTY FOR SUPERVISOR BUCHANAN 
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celebrate are Supervisor Jacob Frederickson, 

Mury Smith, Clerk of the Board of Supervisors, 

Supervisor Ray S. Taylor and Supervisor H. L. 

“Jack” Cummings. Gazette Staff Photo 
. Assisting Supervisor Buchanan to 


The photograph caption for this article from the Contra 
Costa Gazette, September 12, 1949, states: 


William J. Buchanan, center, chairman of the Board of 
Supervisors of Contra Costa County is pictured above 
celebrating his 82™ birthday at a dinner held in Frasinetti’s 
in Sacramento during the State Fair. Assisting Supervisor 
Buchanan to celebrate are Supervisor Jacob Frederickson, 
Mary Smith, Clerk of the Board of Supervisors, Supervisor 
Ray S. Taylor and Supervisor H. L. “Jack” Cummings. 


(Continued) 


Catherine Kelly. 

Buchanan, who was first elect- 
ed to the Contra Costa board of 
supervisors in 1903, is a native of 
Pittshurg. He was born in that 
community on Sept, 11, 1867 when 
it was still called New York Land- 
ing, His parents, William and 
Catherine Buchanan, had come to 
this area the year before from 
Placer county. 

In 1868 the family moved to a 
ranch four miles to the east of 
New York Landing where the 
senior Buchanan raised grain, The 
supervisor attended school in Nor- 
tonyille, the political center of the 
county which had a population of 
2,000, New York Landing did not 
have a school at that time. 

Supervisor Buchanan married 
his wife, the late Nora Carroll, in 
1893, at St. Catherine's parish 
house in Martinez, The couple had 
two children, W. J. Buchanan, 
and a daughter, Norine. In 1893 
the supervisor Went into the gen- 
eral mercantile husiness, which was 
located at First and York streets 
in Pittsburg. Mrs. Buchanan pre- 
sided as postmistress for 14 years, 
In 1905 the Buchanans built a 
two-story brick store building at 
First and Black Diamond streets. 
In 1928 they erected their present 
building in Pittshurg. 

The supervisor first entered 
polities when he became the first. 
chairman of the Pittshurg board 
of trustees, In 1903 he was eleet- 
ed ta the Contra Costa Board of 
Supervisors, In 1921 he hecame 
the chairman of the board, a po- 
sition which he still holds, 
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VETERAN BOARD CHAIRMAN 
SUFFERS HEART ATTACK; 
CONDITION SATISFACTORY 


Board Chairman William J.| 
Buchanan, 83, was in Pittsburg | 


Hospital today, reported rest-' ae 
ing comfortably after a heart| | 
attack late Thursday. 
Buchanan was returning from a) ig 
meeting with the supervisors in, 3 
Pleasant Hill when the attack oc- 
curred, his daughter, Mrs, Norine| 
Kelley said today. 
Doctors will confine the vener- 
able Buchanan to his hospital hed | 
for several days rest, Mrs. Kelley 
said. 
“He is much improved today,” 
Mrs. Kelley added, “and we feel 
confident he will be better." 
Severity of the heart attack has 
not been determined, Mra, Kelley 
said. However, doctors attending 
reported to her that Buchanan's 
heart action was nearly back to 
normal today. 
Monday's regular meeting of 
the board will be without the 
chairman who has been a super-| W. J. Buchanan, veteran Con- 
visor since 1904, and is the oldest! tra Costa supervisor, who ls 
board member in California in| resting at Pittsburg hospital 
terms of both service and age. after a heart attack, 
He has heen chairman of the | 
board for 32 years. 547 Enst 12th street, Pittsburg, 
A widower, Buchanan lives at with hia daughter, Mra, Kellev 


The Contra Costa Gazette, September 30, 1950, reported on the heart attack that William J. 
Buchanan suffered when returning home from a meeting in Pleasant Hill, California. 
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Buchanan's 
C ,° 

ondition 
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Critical 

The condition of Board of Su: 
pervisore Chairman William J. 
Buchanan waa termed “critical” 
today by Pittsburg Community 
Hospital attendants. 


Mr. Buchanan, 83, who suffer 
ed a heart attack while returning 


home from « Pleasant Hill super- 


visors meeting last Thursday, has P610.479.50 
developed other complications, it William J. Buchanan. No date. 
was reported, 

His daughter, Mrs. Nadine Kel- Black Diamond Mines Regional Preserve, EBRPD 


ley, and son, W, G. Buchanan, Buchanan Family Collection 
were called to the hospital early 
this morning by attending doc- 
tors. 

Mr. Buchanan has been a mem- 
ber of the Contra Costa County 
Board of Supervisors continuous- 
ly since his first election in 1904, 
He is the oldest elected Califor- 
nia official in point of both age 
and service, 


This article, reporting Buchanan’s “critical” 
condition after suffering a heart attack, is from 


the Contra Costa Gazette, October 4, 1950. 


The article incorrectly states the name of 
Buchanan’s daughter as “Nadine” Kelley. Her 
name was Norine Kelley. 
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GOV. WARREN PAYS 
BUCHANAN TRIBUTE 


SACRAMENTO, Oct. 6 UP)— 
Governor Earl Warren today ex- 
pressed sorrow regarding the death 
of Contra Costa Board of Supervi- 


sors Chairman William Buchanan, 
whom Warren described as ‘the 
dean of all supervisors in the 
state.” 

‘He was a splendid public ser- 
vant,” Warren said, “He did as 
much as any man I know to build 
Contra Costa County to its pres- 
ent very important position in the 


Warren described Buchanan, 
who died today of a heart attack, 
as “tougher than nails” and “a 
rugged individualist if there ever 
was one,” 

Warren said the “only thing 
that could have made me felt 
more at home” during a supervi- 
sors meeting in Long Beach yes- 
terday “was to have seen Billy 
Buchanan in the audience.” 

Buchanan became a Contra Cos- 
ta County supervisor in 1904 and 


state.”’ lhad been chairman since 1930. 


William J. Buchanan was admired by many, as referenced by California’s Governor Warren who 
paid a tribute to Buchanan in this newspaper article from the Contra Costa Gazette, October 6, 


1950, 
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Hundreds Troop Past 
Bier At Buchanan Rites 


“He leaves a lonesome place 
against the sky.” 

With that quotation from Edwin 
Markham’s “Lincoln, the Man,” 
the Rev, Elmer W. Benedict yes. 
terday said goodbye to William 
James Buchanan for thousands of 
people, 


Little and big people, unimport- 
ant and important people crowded 


Rev. Benedict's Pittsburg Com- 
munity church to pay a final, stir- 
ring tribute to the 83-year-old 
supervisor, who died last Friday 
morning. 

To Rey. Benedict, Mr. Buchanan 
whom he had known for 15 years, 
was “not a man of changing 
moods.” 

“He must .ave known some mo- 
ments of discomfort, but you would 
never know it when you met him 


and talked with him,” he said. 

Of well over 1200 persons whe 
came to the short church services 
only 375 could make it into the 
amall brick church, 

The rest—those who could not 
hear the eulogy—were content to 
file past the bier for a la:t look 
at the physical remains of a man 
who became a political institution 
in Contra Costa and California. 

Rev, Benedict compared Mr. 
Buchanan's life in Pittsburg to the 
growth of a tree, 

“His roots went deep into the 
soil—they spread far in many di- 
rections.” 

He read the 23rd Psalm—‘'Yea, 
though I walk through the valley 
of the shadow of death, I will fear 
no evil: for thou art with me; thy 

(Continued on Page 4) 


This article, from the Contra Costa Gazette, October 10, 1950, discusses the memorial service held 
for W. J. Buchanan. It continues on the following page. 
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Hundreds Troop Past 
Bier At Buchanan Rites 


(Cantinwed from Page 1) 
wed and thy staff they comfort 
me.” 

Masonic services followed up- 
der direction of George Ward, 
acting master of Pittsburg Lodge 
No, 429, He was aided by Archie 
McFaul, lodge chaplain. 

From the Church in Pittsburg, 
@ funeral procession of over a 
mile in length was police-escorted 
through Antioch ta Community 
Cemetery on the Brentwood high- 
way. 

There, the bronze casket bear- 
ing Mr. Buchanan's remains was 
lowered into the ground beside 
thoze of hia wife, Nora, who died 
in 1945, and his sister, Mrs, Janet 
C. Syme who was 87 when she 
passed away a week ago last Sun- 
day, 

My. Buchanan was never told of 
Wer death. Doctor's feared the 
pews might have a disastrous ef- 
fect on his then weakened heart. 

Just before the casket was low- 
ered, Mr. Buchanan's pallbearers, 
Armand Stow, H. C. Chapin, E. H. 
Ward, Mike Mulcahy, G. E. Seeno 
and David Osborne, and honorary 
pallbearers, most county officials, 
placed their buttonhole carnations 
on the casket. 

The aun was dodging behind 
western hills. The last, formal 
rites for a remarkable citizen had 
reached @ climax. 
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This newspaper article from the Contra Costa 
Gazette, October 10, 1950, continues from the 
previous page. 


Another Contra Costa Gazette newspaper 
account from October 7, 1950, stated that 
funeral services will be held at the Pittsburg 
Community Church. The article went on to say: 


Indications today were that more than 3,000 
friends from all parts of the county, the 

Bay Area and the state will attend the rites. 
Scores of messages, by telephone and wire, 
are pouring into the Buchanan’s home in 
Pittsburg... Headed by Governor Warren and 
U.S. Senator William Knowland, public 
officials throughout the state and the county 
sent messages of regret and condolence. 
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APPOINTMENT TO 
BUCHANAN POST 
GOOD ‘TILL 1952 


The term of anyone appointed 
to xucceed the late William J. 
Buchanan as fourth district su- 
pervisor would be until the No- 
vember 1952 general election, 
District Atturney Francis W. Col- 
lins said today, 

Conjecture on the length of 
term of anyone appointed now to 
fill the vacancy created when Mr. 
Buchanan died last Friday, had 
been rife in the county. 

Collins explained that the 40 
days required for qualifying of 
candidates for the November 7 
election would he impossible, and 
that there is no other election at 
which the post could be challeng- 
ed until 1952. 

Most popularly rumored selec- 
tion of Governor Earl Warren for 
the vacant supervisor post, is War- 
ren G. (Bud) Buchanan, son of 
the Jnate supervisor. 


P610.477.8 


Contra Costa Gazette Courtesy of the Pittsburg Historical Society 
October 12, 1950 


Pictured is Warren G. “Bud” Buchanan, son of William J. and Nora (Carroll) Buchanan. No date. 
According to the Contra Costa Gazette (image above), Bud was “Most popularly rumored selection 
of Governor Earl Warren for the vacant supervisor post” once held by his father. Bud held the 
position of Contra Costa County Supervisor from 1950 to 1960, when he lost the election to 
Edmund R. Linscheid. A grocery store owner in Pittsburg, Linscheid served on the Pittsburg City 
Council for three years prior to the election. 
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The caption written on this photograph states, “Buchanan’s first supervisor group.” The 
photograph is undated, but most likely it was 1950. The image was taken by Attinello’s Studio in 
Martinez, California. The Contra Costa County Supervisors, pictured, left to right, are: Joseph S. 
Silva, Supervisor District 5; Warren G. Buchanan, Supervisor District 4; Ray S. Taylor, Supervisor 
District 3; Mel F. Nielsen, Supervisor District 2; and Ivan T. Goyak, Supervisor District 1. The 
photograph of William J. Buchanan, Warren Buchanan’s father, hangs on the wall behind them. 


Black Diamond Mines Regional Preserve, EBRPD 


Buchanan Family Collection 
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Warren Buchanan 


Funeral services will be 
held at 11 this morning for 
Warren G. Buchanan, a 
10-year member and past 
president ef the Contra Costa 
County Board of Supervisors. 

Services will be held at the 
Caruso Funeral Home, 107 W. 
Eighth St., Pittsburg. 

Mr. Buchanan, 71, a native 
of Pittsburg, died Saturday in 
a Pittsburg hospital following 
a heart attack. 


He had represented the 


WARREN BUCHANAN 


fourth disirict on the Board of 
Supervisors from 1950 to 1960 
and had also served on the 
county's Fair Board. Develop- 
ment Association and Peace 
Officers Associaticn. 


(Continued) 


He was district chairman of 
the Boy Scouts and past pres- 
ident of the Pittsburg Histori- 
cal Society, East Contra Cos- 
ta County Realtors Associa- 
tion, Mount Diablo Savings 
and Loan Association, Last 
Man's Club of Werld War J 
and the Stale Grocers Asso- 
ciation. 

Mr. Buchanan had operated 
a grocery store in Pittsburg 
many years before he retired 
and became manager of a 
real estate and insurance bro- 
kerage operation. 

He was also a member of 
the Lodge of the Fraternal 
Order of Masons, Community 
Church, Eastern Star, Rotary 
Club, and American Legion, 
all in Pittsburg. 

He is survived by his wife, 
Ruth, son, William Buchanan, 
and four grandchildren, all of 
Pittsburg. 


This obituary for Warren Buchanan 
is from the Contra Costa Times, 
March 31, 1970. From 1950 to 1960, 
Warren “Bud” Buchanan served as 
a Contra Costa County Supervisor, 
representing the fourth district. 


The image used in the obituary, 
however, is not Warren Buchanan. 
The newspaper unfortunately used 
an image of Edmund R. Linscheid, 
the man who defeated Buchanan in 


the 1960 election. 
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Memorial Will 
Be Dedicated at 
Somersville Oct. 7 


The Native Daughters of the 
Golden West are making prepara- 
tions for dedicating the monument 
in honor of the pioneers of Nor- 
tonville and Somersville on Sun- 
day, October 7, at 1:30 p. m. 

The monument is a ten-foot econ- 
crete shaft, which has been placed 
in the old Somersville cemetery. 
where many pioneers of the coun- 
ty and relatives of many Antioch 
and Pittsburg residents are buried. 

The ceremony will be under the 
auspices of the Pittsburg Parlor 
of Native Daughters, and many 
members of the order from all 
over the State, as well as those in- 
terested in the historical shrines 
of pioneer days will be present. 

In the monument will be placed 
an memorial plaque, which was 
donated by the Columbia Steel 
Company through Superintendent 
William Cohn. It is inseribed: 

“Brected by Stirling Parlor, 
No. 146 N. D. G. W. and Diamond 
Parlor, N. S. G. W. in memory of 
the pioneers of Nortonyille and 
Somersville.” 

Mrs. Amy McAvoy of Pitts- 
burg, former grand president of 
the Native Daughters, is chairman 
of the program which she will an- 
nounce in detail next week. 


P610.98.16 


Pictured is the Native Sons and Native Daughters of the Golden West monument in Rose Hill 
Cemetery in 1962. Photograph by Madison Devlin. The dedication of this monument was held 
on October 7, 1934. The newspaper article is from the Antioch Ledger, September 24, 1934. 


Black Diamond Mines Regional Preserve, EBRPD 
Madison Devlin Collection 
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SHAFT ERECTED 
TO HONOR COAL 
TOWN PIONEER 


Hoey Principal Speaker 
At Services Held Sun- 


day at Somersville. 


Honoring pioneers of Norton- 
ville and Somersville, “ghost” 
towns of the coal mining district 
south of Pittsburg, several hun- 
dred persons gathered Sunday af- 
ternoon at the old Somersville 
cemetery to dedicate a plaque un- 
der the direction of Stirling par- 
lor, No. 146, Native Daughters of 
the Golden West. 

The event was a notable one 
with members of the Native 
Daughters and Native Sons from 
all parts of the county attending. 

The dedicatory program, ar- 
ranged under the direction of a 
committee headed by Mrs. Amy 
McAvoy as chairman, and with 
Supervisor W. J. Buchanan as 
chairman, presented District At- 
torney James F, Hoey as the prin- 
cipal speaker. 

Paying tribute to pioneers of 
the county, Hoey gave a compre- 
hensive history of the two towns. 


This article, from the Contra Costa Gazette, October 8, 
1934, discusses the October 7, 1934, dedication of the 
Native Sons and Native Daughters of the Golden West 
monument in Rose Hill Cemetery. The article states 
that W. J. Buchanan served as chairman of the event. 


(Continued) 


Grand Officers 

Chairman Buchanan presented 
three past grand presidents of the 
Native Daughters, Mrs. Estelle 
Evans of Antioch, Mrs. Amy Me- 
Avoy of Pittsburg and Dr. Mariana 
Bertola of San Francisco, and one 
past grand president of the Native 
Sons, County Treasurer Charles 
L. Dodge. All spoke briefly. 


He also introduced three men 
who have been members of Gen- 
eral Winn parlor of Native Sons 
of Antioch for more than 50 years. 

They are Sheriff R. R. Veale, 
William U’Ren and Joseph O'Hare, 

The plaque, donated by Colum- 
bia Steel Company, bears this in- 
scription: 

“Erected by Stirling parlor No. 
146, N. D. G, W., and Diamond 
parlor No. 246, N. S. G. W., in 
memory of the pioneers of Nor- 
tonville and Somersville.” 

Hoey, a past grand president of 
the Native Sons, offered a most in- 
teresting and detailed history of 
the early days of the Pittsburg 
section, dwelling principally on 
Nortonville and Somersville. 

He related the discovery of the 
mines, their development, their 
importance to nearby communities, 
the character of the population, 
events in the history of both, or- 
ganization of lodves and member- 
ship, and finally the decline, due 
to discovery of veins of hardei 
coal, and the transition to “ghost” 
towns with buildings being moved 
away. 

Among local people present at 
the ceremonies were Listrict At- 
torney and Mrs. James F. Hoey, 
Sheriff and Mrs. R. R. Veule, 
County Treasurer C. L. Dodge, 
County Auditor and Mrs. A. N. 
Sullenger, Public Aiministrator 
and Mrs, Raymond Johnson, Mr. 
and Mrs. Alton E. Jones, Mr. and 
Mrs. George Hinrichsen, Mrs. Nel- 
lie Nicholson, Mrs. Nina Keefe, 
Mrs, Rose Milliff and Mrs. Frances 
Upton. 
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Pictured at the lectern, 
left to right, are Traci 
Gibbons, Black Diamond 
Mines Regional Preserve 
Supervising Naturalist 
and Laurie (Buchanan) 
Pease with her son, Ben 
W. Pease. Laurie Pease is 
the great-granddaughter 
of William J. Buchanan. 
Sitting far right is Beverly 
Lane, East Bay Regional 
Park District Board of 
Director for Ward 6. 

The other dignitary is 
unknown. 


Black Diamond Mines Regional Preserve, EBRPD 


On October 9, 2004, a 70° anniversary event was held 
to commemorate the Native Sons and Native Daughters 
of the Golden West monument that was erected in Rose 
Hill Cemetery in 1934. The monument honors the 
pioneers of Nortonville and Somersville. Over 80 people 
attended the event including coal field descendants, 
elected officials, and other dignitaries. Officals from the 
Native Sons and Native Daughters of the Golden West 
also spoke during the celebration. 


To honor the occasion, a wreath was placed at the base 
of the monument by Ben W. Pease, the great-great- 
grandson of former Contra Costa County Supervisor, 
William J. Buchanan. At the October 7, 1934, event 
Supervisor Buchanan served as Master of Ceremonies 
for the dedication and a wreath was also laid at the foot 
of the monument. Pictured right, placing a wreath at the 
monument, is Ben W. Pease. Photographs taken October [EIEa aw 

9, 2004, by Karen Terhune. eet 
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PIONEER 
BOES TO A 
LONG REST 


After Years of Suffering 
Wm. Abrams Succumbs 
To Operation 


William Abrams, a pioneer of Pitts- 
burg, passed into the “great beyond,” 
at Mount Zion hospital in San Fran- 
cisco on Monday morning at 5:30 
o'clock. Death came to him at the 
age of 62 years, 10 months and 11 
days, following an operation for a 
carbuncle on the back of his neck, 
the result of chronic diabetes, from 
which he long had been a sufferer, 
without having been aware of it. The 
funeral services will be held in the 
chapel of the undertaking parlors of 
H. F, Suhr & Co., 2919 Mission street, 
San Francisco, temorrow (Wednes- 
day) morning at 10:30 o’clock. 

Mr. Abrams was one of the early 
residents of this section, having come 
here with his family when he was a 
child, and as far back as the ’70s 
worked in the coal mines at Norton- 
ville. His father was killed in the 
gold mines in Calaveras county many 
years ago. His mother, Mrs. Eliza- 
beth Rodgers. who is hale and hearty, 
althaugh having passed her eightieth 
year, lives here in Pittsburg. 


This article, 
regarding the 
death of William 
Abrams, is from 
the Pittsburg 
Dispatch, July 

51, 19Tf, pace 1. 
William Abrams 
married Annie 
Carroll in 1882. 
Annie Carroll was 
the sister of Nora 
Carroll, who was 
married to William 
J. Buchanan. 


The article states: 
“Mr. Abrams was 
one of the early 
residents of this 
section, having 
come here with 
his family when 
he was a child, 
and as far back as 
the ’70s worked in 
the coal mines at 
Nortonville.” 


Note that Abrams’ 
mother is listed 

as Mrs. Elizabeth 
Rodgers [sic] in the 
article. She was 
married to Thomas 
Rogers. Her prior 


husband was 
William Abrams. 


(Continued) 


In 1882, he was married to Miss 
Annie Carroll, a sister of Mrs. W. J. 
Buchanan, by whom he is survived, 
Besides a loving wife and mother, 
there are left to mourn his loss, five 
daughters, Mrs, T. J. Garagnella, Mrs. 
G. L. Tyler, Mrs. William Jongeneel, 
Mrs. N. T. Schmalholz and Miss 
Margaret Abrams, 

Mr. Abrams was for many years 
actively engaged in business in Pitts- 
burg, and was one of the best known 
men in this section of the country. He 
retired from business 2 few years ago, 
owing to failing health and the shock 
occasioned by the death of three of 
his children in one week: his eldest 
daughter, only son and a baby being 
carried off by diphtheria. 

He had heen in failing health for 
some time and early last week went to 
San Francisco to consult his physician. 
He had long been a sufferer from car- 
buncles and boils breaking out an his 
face and neck, and when he visited his 
physician last week, the latter noted 
that he was in a serious condition and 
advised an operation at once, 

The operation was successfully per- 
formed at Mount Zion hospital and 
while he was in a pretty precarious 
condition for some hours thereafter, 
he rallied and continued to improve 
to such an extent, that his complete 
recovery seemed certain. Early Sun- 
day morning, however, he took 9 turn 
for the worse and at 5:30 on Monday 
morning the end came to his suffer- 
ings. 

William Abrams’ friends were 
legion in this country and the Dis- 
patch joins with them in offering sin- 
cere condolences to the stricken 
family in the loss of a staunch and 
true friend. 
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MRS, MARGARET GRIFFITHS (Continued) 


Notable Life of Pioneer Lady— 
Sprightly at 83 

Mrs. Muareuret Griffiths has lived 
on the road to Nortonville, some four 
miles from Pittsburg, for fifty years. 

Last week she had @ birthday—a 
lady may be well proud of her birth- 
days when she is 83, 

Born in Wales—the land of Lloyd 
George—itt a place called Merthyr, 
she came in x sailing ship from Liv- 
erpool to New York, when twelve 
years old. Jime on the water, six 
weeks and three days. 

The family settled in Pennsylvania ; 
Margaret grew up and married Reese 
Thomas. “There was born four chil- 
dren, of whom one is Mrs. Margaret. 
Abrams, mother of William and War- 
ren Abrams. 

Mrs. Thomas ¢rossed the Isthmus 
in ‘62 and settled with her family 
in Sierra county, Where they remained 
for five years; then going to Norton- 
ville in 67, and to the ranch in ‘69, 
where she has lived continuously 
since, and in the same house. 

It was while living at Nortonville 
that Reese Thomas died, and later 
the widow married Mr, Griffiths. 


The children now living are Mrs. 
Margaret Abrams of Pittsburg, Evan 
Thomas, nightwatehman of Antioch, 
Mrs. Mary Jones, wife of a San 
Francisco attorney, Mrs. John Sipple 
of San Francisco, Elvira Thomas of 
the same city, and Reese Thomas 
who lives with his mother and con- 
ducts a successful stock ranch. 

The following friends of Mrs. Grif- 
fiths were her birthday guests: Mrs. 
M. W. Dunnigan, Mrs. Annie Nichols, 
Mrs. Mary Wirz, Mrs. Jennie Syme, 
also a large number of children, 
grandchildren and great grandchild- 
ren. Her pastor, Rev. C. C. Champ- 
lin, also carried messages of love and 
good cheer from hosts of members of 
the church. Mrs. Griffiths is the old- 
est member of the local Congrega- 
tional Chureh—indeed, she was a 
member before the old structure was 
moved down from Nortonville. 

She is in excellent health, is keen 
of wit, and loves a joke. The guests 
were highly entertained by her dry 
remarks and reminiscences. 


From the Pittsburg Post, June 22, 1918, page 1. This article incorrectly spells Margaret’s last name 
as “Griffiths.” The correct spelling is Griffith. On page 16, Ruth Buchanan states: “There were 
Abrams. They owned the ranch right behind us. (See map on page 101.) And there were Thomas’ 


who were on the old road now when you go to Nortonville [Nortonville Road] 


” 
+ 


The Thomas, Griffith, and Abrams families were all related through marriage. Margaret Edwards 
married Rees G. Thomas. They had six children together. After Thomas died in 1875, Margaret 
married David E. Griffith. Thomas and Griffith were friends and they are both buried in Rose Hill 
Cemetery. Margaret Jane Thomas, a daughter Margaret (Edwards) Thomas Griffith, married John 
Abrams. Margaret Jane and John Abrams had two sons, Warren B. and William A. Abrams. For 
more information regarding these families, see pages 100 to 113. 
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The arrow, above, indicates the Buchanan property on this Clayton to New York Landing 1892 map, 
from the County Assessor tax book. Directly south of their property is the Griffith property, later 
to become the Abrams property when inherited by Margaret Jane (Thomas) Abrams. The Griffith 
land belonged to David Griffith. See page 99 for more information regarding these two families. 


Courtesy of the Contra Costa County Historical Society 
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The arrow, above, points to the Buchanan property on the Clayton to New York Landing 1902 map, 
from the County Assessor tax book. Directly south of their property is the Abrams property, 
formerly the Griffith property. The location of Nortonville and Somersville, in relation to the 
Buchanan Ranch, can be seen in the lower portion of the map. 


Courtesy of the Contra Costa County Historical Society 
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The Abrams structure at the Abrams ranch in Pittsburg, California, February 1965. Photographer 
unknown. Standing next to the building are George Vivian (left) and William Abrams (right). 
George Vivian once lived in the coal mining communities of Stewartville and Somersville. 


William Abrams lived in this house until 1963. When Abrams died in 1968, his cousin, Wayne 
Thomas, received the house and ranch as an inheritance. According to the Pittsburg Press 
newspaper, March 25, 1979, page 3, in the article titled “Progress threatens ranch”: 


The ranch was developed in the 1860s by his [Abrams’] step-father, Dave Griffith, who ran a 
slaughterhouse and provided meat to the Stuartville [sic, Stewartville] miners at the old Central Coal Mine... 
Thomas’ cousins, William and Warren Abrams, inherited the ranch in 1900 and moved there in 1902... 
They built the big house in 1921...William Abrams also built a smaller house not far from the big one out 
of lumber from a structure he owned near the Central Mine. 


The building pictured is the smaller structure he built with wood from Stewartville. In March 

1980, part of this structure was moved to Black Diamond Mines Regional Preserve. The portion 
of the structure directly behind Vivian and Abrams (on the left side of the image) was left on the 
Thomas property. See page 106 for additional information regarding the history of this structure. 


Courtesy of the Contra Costa County Historical Society 
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Black Diamond Mines Regional Preserve, EBRPD 


The Abrams structure 
as it stood on the 
Wayne Thomas 
Ranch in 1980, 
just before it was 
moved to Black 
Diamond Mines 
Regional Preserve. 
The photograph, 
above, was taken by 
Joanne Dean. The 
photograph, on the 
left, was taken by 
Karana Hattersley- 
Drayton. 
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Black Diamond Mines Regional Preserve, EBRPD 
Karana Hattersley-Drayton Collection 
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Black Diamond Mines Regional Preserve, EBRPD 


P610.65.3 


The Abrams building was the 

first of six structures moved to 
Black Diamond Mines Regional 
Preserve. When the building was 
first moved to the preserve in 1980, 
it was placed on the west side of 
Somersville Road, near the Lougher 
ranch house. (See photograph 
above.) The structure was used as 
the park headquarters for staff and 
had no electricity, heat, or phones. 
Later, the building was moved to 
the east side of Somersville Road. 
Photographs taken in the 1980s by 
Traci Gibbons. 
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NOTE: Many of the structures 

pictured (buildings 2,3,4,and5)are 
sitting at different locations today : 
than what is pictured here in the 1980s. = 


P610.410.9 


Black Diamond Mines Regional Preserve, EBRPD 


The Black Diamond Mines Regional Preserve 
park headquarters complex under development 
on the east side of Somersville Road in the 
1980s. In the image above, the parking lot can 
be seen in the center of the photograph and 
Somersville Road on the far right. The Pittsburg 
Railroad bed, in the upper portion of this 
photograph, parallels Somersville Road. Left, 
the buildings, most of them former coal mining 
structures, were moved to the park from nearby 
communities. Once at the park, the Abrams 
building was moved numerous times before 
P6l0.651 being placed in its final location. Photographs 
by Traci Gibbons. 
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The Abrams structure 
located at Black 
Diamond Mines 
Regional Preserve park 
headquarters. The 
building is used as 

the office for the park 
rangers. Photographs 
taken November 2021 
by Traci Gibbons. 


The Abrams structure was moved to Black Diamond Mines Regional Preserve from the Wayne 
Thomas Ranch in March 1980. According to the document, Historic Buildings Sidney Flat Office 
Complex, compiled by Traci Gibbons and Bev Ortiz, 1984: 


Stewartville saloonkeeper, John Abrams, lived in this house with his wife, Margaret Jane Thomas (born 
May 26, 1861), whom he married in approximately 1882, and with their two sons, Warren (born 1883) and 
William (born 1885). When Margaret’s uncle, David Griffith, died, she and her two sons inherited his 
ranch property in Pittsburg. (Margaret had separated from her husband by this time.) 


Since there was only a one-room “shack” on the property when the family moved to the ranch in 1902, 
William took it upon himself to move their former Stewartville home to the ranch. He marked the boards 
and moved them by wagon to the Buchanan Road ranch site. The family moved into the structure in 1904. 
A kitchen was added in 1912 and a bathroom in approximately 1933. The building was wired for electricity 
probably in 1938 when electricity was brought to the ranch. 


The building was owned originally by John and Margaret Abrams, followed by William Abrams 
and finally Wayne Thomas, who received the ranch and structure as an inheritance. 
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Thomas/Abrams Partial Family Tree 


Father Mother 


Rees Thomas Margaret (Edwards) Thomas 

b. 1827, Aug. 30, Wales b. 1835, June 14, Wales 

d. 1875, Dec. 6, San Francisco, San Francisco Co., CA d. 1921, May 13, near Pittsburg, Contra Costa, Co., CA, 
Age 48 years Age 85 years 


Married Rees Thomas, 1854 
Children: Margaret, Evan, Maryann, Joan, Elvira, Rees 


2nd husband 

David E. Griffith 

b. 1824, Cardiganshire, Wales 

d. 1900, May 20, near Cornwall, Contra Costa Co., CA, 
Age 76 years 


Daughter of Margaret (Edwards) Thomas & Rees Thomas Husband of Margaret Jane (Thomas) Abrams 
Son of William & Eliza Abrams (a.k.a. Mrs. Elizabeth Rogers) 
Margaret Jane (Thomas) Abrams 
b. 1861, PA John Abrams 
d. 1956, July, 20, Stockton, San Joaquin Co., CA, b. 1855 or 1858, California 
Age 95 years d. 1911, Aug., Pittsburg, Contra Costa Co., CA 
Age 53 or 56 years 
Children: Warren Brewster and William Abner 
Married Margaret Jane Thomas, date unknown 


Son of Margaret Jane (Thomas) Abrams & John Abrams Son of Margaret Jane (Thomas) Abrams & John Abrams 


Warren Brewster Abrams William Abner Abrams 

b. 1883, Jan. 27, New York Landing, Contra Costa Co., CA b. 1885, Oct. 9, CA 

d. 1964, Nov. 16, Concord, Contra Costa Co., CA d. 1968, Feb. 3, Walnut Creek, Contra Costa Co., CA 
Age 81 years Age 82 years 


Married Margaret McMullin, 1921 


This partial family tree shows the connection between the Thomas, Griffith, and Abrams families. These 
families, all related through marriage, owned the land directly south of the Buchanan family. Like the 
Buchanan family, they had a connection to Nortonville with the children attending school in Nortonville before 
a school existed in the nearby community of New York Landing (now Pittsburg). 
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Pictured, left, is a drawing of Rees G. Thomas, 
husband of Margaret (Edwards) Thomas. No 
date. Rees Thomas was the father of Margaret 
Jane Thomas who married John Abrams. 


After Rees died in 1875, Margaret married 
Rees’ good friend, David E. Griffith. Griffith, 
pictured below in 1898, died in 1900. Both 
Rees Thomas and David E. Griffith are buried 
in Rose Hill Cemetery. 


Black Diamond Mines Regional Preserve, EBRPD 
Tina, Wayne, and William Rees Thomas Collection 


P610.349.1 
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THE GRIFFITHS ESTATE. 


How a Large Fortune is Distributed 
Among Relatives. 


Will of a Ploneer of This County 
Filed for Probate in the 
Superior Court, 


Last week David KE. Griffiths of 
Nortonville, one of the best known resi- 
dents in the county, while riding ona 
horse was thrown and received injuries 
that resulted in his death, This week 
in the Superior Court a petition for the 
probate of his will was filed by Attorney 
W.S. Tinning, acting for Samuel Brown 
and David Davis, who are named as 
executors in the document, The will is 
dated April 7, 1899, and bears the names 
of A, EK, Dunkel and A, V. Ipswitch as 
subscribing wituesses, The matter will 
come up for hearing onthe 16th of June, 

The deceased left an estate worth 
$25,0v0, consisting of the Starr Hotel at 
Crockett, fS,000; g8oucres of land near 
Coruwall, $6,000; # lot in the town of 
Paso Robles, $1,000; live stock, £500; 
money in bank, 6,000, and claims 
against the estate of John i. Hughes, 
$2,000. 


(Continued) 


The only heir in this State is the 
widow, ‘The others reside in the Kast 
and in Wales. Thisis where the great 
majority of them are. The following 
bequests are made: To his sister, 
Klizabeth Lewis, $2,000; to R, Griffiths, 
son of his brother, $2,000; to Mary and 
Ann Griffiths each $2,000; to his brother 
William Griffiths $2,000; to Warren and 
William Abrams, share and share alike, 
the 5. 4 of Sec. 2g and the N. W. 4 of 
Sec, 31, T. 2 N., R. 1 Ku: to Rees G, 
Thomas, the lot in Paso Robles; to 
Warren and William Abrams and Rees 
G. Thomas, shure and share alike, all of 
the stock and farming implements; to 
Margaret Abrams, §1,000; to Iélvira 
Thomas, $500; to his wife, froo, He 
slates that this is sufficient, as she has 
separate property of her own, and that 
during his life time he spent $5,000 of 
his own money in improving it. To 
David Griffiths of Pittsburg and David 


Griffiths of Macon county, Missouri, 
F500 each. Allof the remainder of the 
property is left to Mary and Ann 
Griffiths, share and share alike. 


He directs that his body be buried 


beside that of Joe If. Mdwards in the 
Somersville cemetery, but if this is not 
possible, then his body is to be placed 
beside that of his old friend Thomas 
John in the cemetery at Clayton, 


This newspaper article, regarding the Estate of David E. Griffith, is from the Contra Costa Gazette, 
May 26, 1900. Notice that Griffith (incorrectly spelled as Griffiths in this article) leaves some of his 
estate to Warren and William Abrams and their mother (his stepdaughter), Margaret Abrams. He 
also leaves a small portion of the estate to his widow, Margaret (Edwards) Thomas Griffith. 
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Abrams’ Father 
First Brakeman 


On Mine Line 


John Abrams was the first 
brakeman on the Black Dia- 
mond Railway and later was 
promoted to clerk. 

As east-west rail service 
stepped up the delivery of 
Supplies here, it became one 
of Abrams’ nightly jobs to 
load a boxcar with food and 
miscellaneous articles for de- 
livery to Nortonville. 

Abrams was the husband 
of Margaret Thomas whose 
family came here in 1868, an 
era when the present day Ar- 
mory site was used as a 
rodeo or round-up ground for 
cattle branding by Spaniards. 

The pioneer couple’s two 
Sons, Warren and Bill, today 
are cattle ranchers in the area 
south of Buchanan Road, and 
also operate an 800-acre home 
ranch, all of it an original 
homestead. 


This article regarding John Abrams, the 
husband of Margaret Jane (Thomas) 
Abrams, appeared in the Post Dispatch on 
August 21, 1961, page 25. 


PIONEER NATIVE SON 


John Abrams Died at Pitts- 
burg Home Tuesday. 


Following a short illness, death 
came suddenly and unexpectedly 
to John Abrams af the home of 
his brother af Pittsburg last 
Tuesday. 

Abrams was a native of Cali- 
fornia and said to be the oldest 
Native Son in the county, being 
56 years of age at we time of 
his death. He had been in Alaska 
for some years and returned from 
the North only a few months ago 
since which time he had made 
his home with his mother and 
brother, 

Besides a wife there are left 
two sons, William and Warren 
Abrams, prominent cattle raisers, 
who reside south of Antioch. His 
mother, Mrs. Thos. Rodgers and 
a brother, William Abram, who 
resides at Pittsburg. 

A short funeral service was 
held at his late residence in 
Pittsburg on Thursday, under the 
auspices of the Native Sons 
lodge of that place, following 
Which the remains were taken 
lo Martinez for interment. 


The Antioch Ledger newspaper, August 12, 
1911, reported the death of John Abrams. 
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Passing of Pioneer. 


As we po to press we learn of the 
death of Mrs. Margaret Griffith, the 
beloved mother of Margaret J. 
Abrams, Evan E. Thomas, Mrs. H. 
Sipple, Mrs. M. G. Owens and Rees 
G. Thomas, Death occurred at the 
home of the deceased near this city. 

Mrs. Griffith was 85 years and 11 
months old and a native of Wales. 
Her death marks the passing of nearly 
the last of the rugged pioneers of this 
section. of whom further notice will 
be made next week. 

Funeral services will be held Sun- 
day, May 165th, at 2 o'clock. 


Pittsburg Post 
May 14, 1921 


The obituary for Margaret Jane 
Abrams’s (on the right) incorrectly 
stated that her husband, John Abrams, 
died in 1912. John Abrams died in 
1911. See previous page. 


This page contains the obituaries for 
Mrs. Margaret Griffith, wife of David 
E. Griffith, and her daughter, Margaret 
Jane (Thomas) Abrams, wife of John 
Abrams. 


Last Rites Held for 
Pittsburg Pioneer, 95 


Funeral services were conducted 
vesterday in Pittshurg for Mra. 
Margaret Jane Abrams, 91, mem- 
her of a county pioneer family, 
who died Friday at Stocktan, 

Mrs. Abrams, of 1199 A Bu- 
chanan Road, lived in the Norton- 
ville-Pittshurg area && years. Her 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Reere J, 
Thomas homesteaded at Norton- 
ville. Her hushand, John Ahrame, 
died in 1912. 

She is survived 


hy two sons, 
Warren BR. and Williama Abrams, 
prominent ranchers. 


Contra Costa Gazette 
July 24, 1956 
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DEATH STRIKES 


Man, Wife 
Die Same 


Day at 81 


PITTSBURG—Mr. and Mrs. 
Warren B. Abrams, a pioneer 
couple who had been married 
42 years, died yesterday within 
hours of each other. 

Both were 81. 


Mrs. Margaret Abrams died 
yesterday morning in a Concord 
rest home. Her husband died 
yesterday afternoon in Concord 
Community Hospital. 

Mr. Abrams, a member of the 
first cattle ranching family in 
the area, had been a rancher all 
his life, and had extensive land 
holdings along the foothills south 
of the city. 

He was born in Pittsburg when 
it Was known as New York Land- 
ing, and took a coal train to 
Nortonville to attend school. 

He was one of the founders of 
the First National Bank of Pitts- 
burg which now is Bank of 
America. Mr. Abrams was a 
member of Pittsburg Elks Club 
and Pittsburg Oddfellows Lodge. 

Mrs. Abrams. was born in 
Clipper Gap in the Mother Lode 
country, but moved here when 
she was five years old. 

He leaves a brother, William 
A. Abrams, at the home ranch, 
1100 Buchanan Road, where the 
couple had lived until lengthy ill- 
ness forced retirement. 

Mrs. Abrams leaves a sister, 
Mrs. Myrtle Bassett, of Pitts- 
burg. 

A funeral for the couple js 
planned at | p.m. Thursday in 
Pittsburg Funeral Chapel. 


The article, on the left, regarding the 
death of Mr. and Mrs. Warren B. 
Abrams, is from the Oakland Tribune, 
November 17, 1964. 


The article below about the marriage of 


Warren Abrams to Margaret McMullin, 
is from the Pittsburg Post, April 23, 1921. 


RANCHER WEDS 


Miss Margaret McMullin Becomes 
Bride of Warren Abrams 


On Tuesday Warren B. Abrams, a 
well-known rancher, led to the mar- 
riage altar, Miss Margaret MeMullin, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. George Me- 
Mullin of this city. 

The ceremony was performed in 


Martinez. William Abrams, brother 
of the groom, was best man, and Miss 
Dora Wilson was bridesmaid. 

Both groom and bride are of pio- 
neer stock, and are well and favor- 
ably known. Mr. Abrams is a suc- 
cessful rancher and stock raiser, and 
is vice-president of the First Nat- 
ional Bank of Pittsburg. 

The newlyweds are receiving the 
congratulations of a large circle of 
friends. 


William Abrams 


PITTSBURG — Funeral 
services will be held tomor- 
row for William A. Abrams, 
Jong-time cattle rancher, who 
died Saturday in a Walnut 
Creek Hospital at the age of 
® 

A native of Nortonville, Cal- 
if, Mr. Abrams started work- 


ing in the coal mines in Nor- 
tonville as a small boy, and 
remained a miner until the 
mines closed 


After the mines closed, he 
took over the operation of his 
grandfather's cattle ranch on 
Buchanan Road 


Funeral services will be 
held at 1 p.m. at the Pittsburg 
Funeral Chapel, 22% Railroad 
Ave. 


The obituary, for William 
Abrams (above), is from 
the Oakland Tribune, 
February 6, 1968. 


Warren Brewster Abrams (1883—1964) and William Abner Abrams 
(1885—1968) were the sons of Margaret Jane (Thomas) Abrams and 
John Abrams. Both attended school in the coal mining community 
of Nortonville before a school was established in the nearby 
community of New York Landing. See photographs on the following 
page. Their ranch and property were located directly south of the 


Buchanan Ranch. See map on page 101. 
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Photographs Courtesy of the Contra Costa County Historical Society 
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Carbondale school 
class, circa 1895. Left to 
right, top row: George 
Cooper, Mrs. Brown 
(teacher), May Edwards, 
Nellie Vaughn, 

Warren Abrams. 

Left to right, second 
row: John Ginochio 
(with arms crossed), 
Lizzie Ginochio, 

Alice Lougher, Sarah 
Banchero, Johnny 
Buffo. Seated left to 
right: Louis Ginochio 
and William” Will” 
Abrams. 


Warren B. Abrams, 
Supplementary Grade 
Certificate, June 1899. 
This certificate, from 
the Carbondale 
Grammar School, 

is signed by former 
Nortonville school 
principal and 
superintendant of 
schools, A. M. Phalin. 
Both Warren Abrams 
and his brother, 
William, attended 
school in Nortonville. 
They were the sons of 


John and Margaret Jane 
(Thomas) Abrams. 
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Black Diamond Mines Regional Preserve, EBRPD 


Above, Leo “Ike” Latimer’s home on Nortonville 
Road. The structure was built in the 1860s 

and was located slightly north of Nortonville 
townsite. This was the house that Latimer 

was living in at the time of his death in 1986. 
Photograph by Kim Tanksley, September 1987. 


Left, “Ike” at a Black Diamond Days event at 
Black Diamond Mines Regional Preserve, circa 


1980s. Photograph by Nancy McKay, EBRPD. 


Black Diamond Mines 
Regional Preserve, EBRPD 


P610.242.4 
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This ranch house on Nortonville Road, just north of 
the former coal mining community of Nortonville, 
was owned by the Thomas family. The structure 

was built in 1861. Living at this ranch for many 

years were Gloria and Dolores Thomas, the sisters 
of rancher, Wayne Thomas (pictured left, no date). 
Photograph above by Traci Gibbons, October 2021. 


According to the book, Days Gone By in Contra 
Costa County, California, Volume 3, by Nilda Rego, 
page 93, Rees and Margaret Thomas settled in 
Nortonville. 


They homesteaded 160 acres and moved into a 


small one-story redwood house. A few years later, 
Reese [sic] and Margaret had the house moved across 
Kirker Creek north of Nortonville where Kirker 

Pass and Nortonville Road came together. The little 
house was joined to an existing two-story building. 


P610.349.2 


Black Diamond Mines 
Revional According to everybody that’s crawled underneath 
egional Preserve, EBRPD it, it’s been at least two building put together. They 
Tina and William Rees Thomas Collection say it was a stage station at one time. 
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The Ginochio saloon and boardinghouse, Nortonville, California, circa 1890s. Posing for the 
photograph on the second story balcony are Angelina Ginochio and her daughter, Amelia. 
Standing in the doorway of the saloon, with the big beard, is Giovanni Ginochio. The other men 
standing beside him are unknown. The white horse and buggy (on the right) belonged to the local 
doctor, Worth Scott (W. S.) George. Perhaps one of the men standing next to Giovanni Ginochio 
is Dr. George. The man sitting in the sulky is Adolph Sophie who delivered newspapers to the 
Ginochio family. 


Courtesy of the Contra Costa County Historical Society 
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Louis J. “Bud” Ginochio was born in 1918 and has been reported to be the last child born in 
Nortonville. Bud passed away in 2007 at the age of 88. He was the son of coal field residents, 
Margueritte “Doll” (Hunter) and Louis R. Ginochio. “Doll” (1894—1972) and Louis R. (1889— 
1964) married on November 4, 1911. They had eight children. 


According to Bud’s obituary from the Contra Costa Times, April 17, 2007, “He left school at a young 
age to help his dad work on the ranch where they raised cattle and sheep. He was later joined by his 
three brothers and they formed the 5L’s Ranch on Balfour Road in Brentwood, California, which 
later became the feedlot known as the Ginochio Livestock Company.” His obituary also stated that 
he was “a prominent cattleman well known in California and Nevada.” 

This photograph, by geologist Ray Sullivan, was taken from the ridge between the coal mining 
townsites of Somersville and Stewartville in 1998. The image looks west towards Somersville basin. 
Rose Hill Cemetery, slightly hidden by Bud’s cowboy hat, can be seen in the distance. 


Black Diamond Mines Regional Preserve, EBRPD 
Ray Sullivan Collection 
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P610.469.30 DETAIL 


P610.469.30 


Pictured above is an undated view of the 
Ginochio ranch in Nortonville townsite. 
On the left is a partial enlargement of 
the above photograph. The road, on the 
right, leads out of the former mining 
town to Kirker Pass Road (towards 
Pittsburg to the north) as well as to 
Black Diamond Way (towards Clayton 
to the south. The Ginochio barn is seen 
on the left. In the right corner are the 
corrals. Across the road from the barn 
is the Ginochio boarding house and 
saloon and other out buildings. The 
Black Diamond Railroad bed can barely 
be seen behind the barn and corral. 
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Above, the Lougher Ranch on Somersville Road in the 1920s. On the east side of Somersville 
Road stands the sheep barn (right), the current location of the Black Diamond Mines Regional 
Preserve headquarters. 


Black Diamond Mines Regional Preserve, EBRPD 


Left, rancher and coal field 
descendant, Elmer “Jack” Lougher 

at the ridge between Nortonville and 
Somersville townsites, circa 1980s. 
Jack was the son of Leyshon and Lizzie 
(Ginochio) Lougher. For many years, 
he lived on the ranch pictured above. 
Photographer unknown. 


Black Diamond Mines 
P610.242.5 Regional Preserve, EBRPD 
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The Lougher ranch, circa 1912. Leyshon and Lizzie Lougher purchased this land next to 
Somersville Road. The area is known as Sidney Flat. Lougher dismantled structures from the 
mining area and combined the material to construct his home and outbuildings. 


Black Diamond Mines Regional Preserve, EBRPD 
Elmer “Jack” Lougher Collection 
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Black Diamond Mines Regional Preserve, EBRPD 


Arata Family Collection 


Above, the Arata Ranch on Somersville Road, circa 
1916. Pictured are the ranch house and outbuildings 
of the Arata Ranch, located 1.5 miles north of 

the Somersville townsite. In 1904, Eugene Arata 
purchased the ranch from the estate of Isaac Laverty. 
Wood salvaged from the former Somersville School 
and/or church was used to construct buildings on 
the ranch, including the main house. 


Left, Frank Arata participated in the oral history 
forum during the Black Diamond Days celebration 
held at Black Diamond Mines Regional Preserve on 
May 22, 1988. Photograph by Nancy McKay, EBRPD 
Public Affairs Department. 
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The Arata Ranch, circa 1980, looking southeast towards Somersville Road. The three large 
structures visible, from top to bottom, are: the dairy barn, the Arata family home, and the horse 
barn. The small structure, to the left of the entrance road to the ranch, is the chicken house. The 
Arata family sold their ranch to Bob and Claudia ‘Mike’ Moller in 1981. Photographer unknown. 
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The old Buchanan ranch house before it was remodeled for Warren G. “Bud” and Ruth Buchanan 
to live in. No date. The image above shows the east side. Sitting on the steps are Jeanette “Jennie” 
(Buchanan) and James Syme, the sister and brother-in-law of W. J. Buchanan, who lived on the 
ranch prior to Warren G. and Ruth Buchanan. The image below shows the back entrance. 
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Buchanan Family Collection 
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The old Buchanan ranch house before it was remodeled for Warren G. “Bud” and Ruth Buchanan 
to live in. No date. The image above shows the front. The image below shows the northeast corner. 
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Above, the remodeled ranch house facing north. No date. Below, the house, facing north, with 
vegetation planted around the home. No date. 


Black Diamond Mines Regional Preserve, EBRPD 
Buchanan Family Collection 
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Above, the east and north facing sides of the remodeled ranch house. Below, the east facing side of 
the ranch house. No date. 


Black Diamond Mines Regional Preserve, EBRPD 
Buchanan Family Collection 


P610.479.37 


East Bay ue 


Regional Park District 


Interview with Ruth L. (Simpson) Buchanan 

Regarding the History of the Buchanan Family of 

Nortonville and Black Diamond (now Pittsburg) 

Contra Costa County, California February 15, 2004 


MS 
P610.479.22 


The new home built in 1946 for Warren G. “Bud” and Ruth Buchanan. No date. This home was 


built next to and on the west side of the existing home on the ranch. 


In 1963, another home was built adjacent to, and west of the house pictured. The 1963 home was 
built for Warren G. “Bud” and Ruth Buchanan so that their son, William E. “Bill” Buchanan and 
his family could live in the 1946 home pictured above. Ruth Buchanan lived in the 1963 home 
until her passing in 2004 at the age of 104. 


This photograph was taken looking south, towards the hills, where the Mount Diablo Coal Field 
mining communities of Somersville and Nortonville were located. 


Black Diamond Mines Regional Preserve, EBRPD 
Buchanan Family Collection 
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W. J. Buchanan harvesting hay at the Buchanan Ranch. No date. Photograph above taken looking 
south. Photograph below taken looking southwest. 


Black Diamond Mines Regional Preserve, EBRPD 
Buchanan Family Collection 
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W. J. Buchanan harvesting hay at the Buchanan Ranch. No date. According to Laurie (Buchanan) 
Pease, the barn, seen in both images, was built in 1901. 


Black Diamond Mines Regional Preserve, EBRPD 
Buchanan Family Collection 
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These two images show harvested hay being placed in the Buchanan barn. No date. In the image 
above, William J. Buchanan poses in front of the hay wagon. Below, Ed Parent, brother-in-law of 
Ruth Buchanan, stands in the hay wagon. The man in the right corner is only identified as Frank 


Cy 
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Above, a young William E. “Bill” Buchanan, son of Warren G. and Ruth Buchanan, watching 
sheep next to the barn on the Buchanan ranch. Standing nearby is Jeanette “Jennie” (Buchanan) 
Syme, the sister of William J. Buchanan. No date. Below, young Bill sits on a horse next to the 
barn. Jennie Syme is partially hidden behind the horse. No date. 


Black Diamond Mines Regional Preserve, EBRPD 


Buchanan Family Collection 
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The name of the newspaper and 
date of publication for the article 
above are unknown. 
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Young William “Bill” Buchanan on the Buchanan 
Ranch with his grandfather’s sister, Jeanette “Jennie” 


(Buchanan) Syme. No date. The ranch barn stands 
behind them. 


Black Diamond Mines Regional Preserve, EBRPD 
Buchanan Family Collection 


From the Antioch Ledger newspaper, 
circa 1938. 
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Pictured in both images is Ruth (Simpson) Buchanan with sheep on the Buchanan Ranch. No 
date. The top image is looking north, with Buchanan Road visible behind Ruth. The bottom 
photo, looking northeast, shows the renovated ranch house behind Ruth. 


Black Diamond Mines Regional Preserve, EBRPD 
Buchanan Family Collection 
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This image titled “Scrap for Victory Week,” was apparently used for a publication to help advertise 
the need for scrap metal during World War II. No date. The caption for the photograph states: 


Pittsburg, Calif. - This old jalopy and worn out farm tools are typical of vital scrap iron found on farms and 
needed by the nation’s steel mills. Evelyn Haworth, volunteer worker for the Pittsburg “Scrap For Victory 
Week” campaign, March 30 to April 5, located this cache of scrap on the W. G. Buchanan farm near 
Pittsburg. It will be contributed to the Pittsburg community scrap pile. 


Columbia Steel Company, operator of Pittsburg’s steel mill, will pay top ceiling prices for all scrap collected 
in the drive. It will be serviced at cost by California Scrap Iron Corporation, and money gained through 
the sale will be given to the local Red Cross, Boy Scouts and Pittsburg Boy’s Club. Similar campaigns are 
underway in the adjacent communities of Antioch and Brentwood. 


Black Diamond Mines Regional Preserve, EBRPD 


Buchanan Family Collection 


East Bay 


Regional Park District 


Interview with Ruth L. (Simpson) Buchanan 

Regarding the History of the Buchanan Family of 

Nortonville and Black Diamond (now Pittsburg) 

Contra Costa County, California February 15, 2004 


P610.479.15 


William J. and Nora (Carroll) Buchanan with their eight-year-old grandson, William E. “Bill” 
Buchanan. Photograph taken circa 1937. 
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Pictured are Nora (Carroll) Buchanan and William J. Buchanan. No date. The two were married in 
Martinez, Contra Costa County, California, on January 4, 1893. 


Black Diamond Mines Regional Preserve, EBRPD 
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Three generations at the Buchanan Ranch, circa 1954. Pictured on the horse is William E. “Bill” 
Buchanan, holding his son, Doug. Standing beside them is Warren G. Buchanan, father of Bill 
Buchanan. 


Black Diamond Mines Regional Preserve, EBRPD 


Buchanan Family Collection 
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William J. “Billy” Buchanan. No date. 


Black Diamond Mines Regional Preserve, EBRPD 


Buchanan Family Collection 


William J. Buchanan was well known 
and greatly admired by those who 
knew him. The Mount Diablo Coal 
Field residents and their descendants 
spoke fondly of him and remembered 
the many things he did for them and 
the former coal mining area. He took 
action to protect Rose Hill Cemetery. 
In a 1941 Oakland Tribune newspaper 
article, it stated: “Supervisor W. 

J. Buchanan said he would take 

steps at once to fortify fences and 
repair the gate to the hillside burial 
ground where...heifers have corralled, 
toppling headstones and trampling 
graves.” The article goes on to state 
that he had 30 trees planted around 
the cemetery. 


He served as the master of 
ceremonies for the October 1934 
dedication of the Native Sons and 
Native Daughters of the Golden West 
monument that was placed in Rose 
Hill Cemetery, honoring the pioneers 
of Nortonville and Somersville. He 
also served as master of ceremonies 
and/or chairman in charge for various 
pioneer picnics that were held. 
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BUCHANAN FAMILY TIMELINE 


DATE EVENT SOURCE 
1826 William Buchanan is born. Gravestone, Oak View 
Memorial Park Cemetery, 
East 18% Street, Antioch, 
California 
1833 Catherine Campbell, future wife of William Gravestone, Oak View 
Buchanan is born. Memorial Park Cemetery, 
East 18° Street, Antioch, 
California 
1849 Pittsburg is originally called New York of the “Names changed through 
Pacific (Contra Costa County, California). history,” Post Dispatch 
newspaper, November 9, 
1972 
1850s William Buchanan arrives in America. He was | “The Buchanan family, 
born in Scotland and married Catherine (also _| Five generations in 
born in Scotland) in Rochester, New York. Pittsburg,” Post Dispatch 
newspaper, February 28, 
1983, p. 5 
1863 Jeanette Buchanan, daughter of William and Gravestone, Oak View 
Catherine Buchanan is born. Memorial Park Cemetery, 
East 18 Street, Antioch, 
California 
1866 The Buchanan family moved to Contra Costa “Buchanan Began Career 
County from Forest Hills, Placer County, On Father’s Grain Farm,” 
California. Contra Costa Gazette 
newspaper, October 6, 
1950, p. 1 
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DATE EVENT SOURCE 
1867 James Syme, future husband of Jeanette Gravestone, Oak View 
Buchanan is born. Memorial Park Cemetery, 
East 18" Street, Antioch, 
California 
1867, Sept. 11 William James, “Billy,” son of William and “A Man Called Billy,” 
Catherine, is born at the family home at Days Gone By, Vol. 1, 


Second Street and Railroad Ave., New York Nilda Rego, p. 103 
Landing (now Pittsburg), Contra Costa County, 
California. “Store To Fete Fiftieth 
Year,” Pittsburg Post 

Dispatch, Sept. 3, 1946, 


p. l 
1868 The name New York of the Pacific changes “Names changed through 
to New York Landing (now Pittsburg, Contra history,” Post Dispatch 
Costa County, California). newspaper, November 9, 
oy 
1868 William and Catherine Buchanan and their “Buchanan Began Career 
son William J. “Billy” move to a ranch four On Father’s Grain Farm,” 
miles to the southeast. William Buchanan Contra Costa Gazette 
engages in grain raising. newspaper, October 6, 
1950, p. 3 
1870 Nora Carroll, future wife of William J. Gravestone, Oak View 
Buchanan, is born. Memorial Park Cemetery, 
East 18" Street, Antioch, 
California 
1880 Nora Carroll, future wife of William J. “Mrs. Nora Buchanan Is 
Buchanan, arrives in New York Landing, Mourned,” Contra Costa 
Contra Costa County, California. Gazette newspaper, August 
2, 1945, p. 1 
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DATE EVENT SOURCE 

1880 The 1880 United States Federal Census for 1880 United States Federal 
Nortonville Precinct, Contra Costa County, Census, Nortonville Precinct, 
California, lists William Buchanan, age 54, as a__| Contra Costa County, 
farmer and native of Scotland. Also listed are California 
his wife, Catherine, age 46, a native of Scotland 
and their two children Jenney [sic], age 17, a 
housekeeper and William, age 13, at school, 
both natives of California. 

1889, Sept. “An accident occurred last week which might “Somersville Items,” 
have resulted seriously. Mr. Buchanan was Antioch Ledger newspaper, 
coming down the hill from the Nortonville September 7, 1889 
side, when the horses became unmanageable 
and he was thrown from the wagon. He was 
taken to the residence of Mrs. F. Davis, where 
he was cared for.” 

1893, Jan. 4 William James Buchanan, son of William “Married,” Contra Costa 
and Catherine Buchanan of Black Diamond, Gazette newspaper, 
marries Nora Carroll of Concord, in St. January 7, 1893, p. 2 and 
Catherine’s parish house, Martinez, Contra “Buchanan Began Career 
Costa County, California. On Father’s Grain Farm,” 

Contra Costa Gazette, 
October 6, 1950, p. 3 

1894, Dec. 28 William Carroll Buchanan, infant son of “Died,” Contra Costa 
William and Nora Buchanan, aged 2 months Gazette newspaper, 
and 16 days, dies in Black Diamond, Contra Saturday, January 12, 
Costa County, California. He is interred 1895, p. 2 
in the family plot in the Antioch Masonic 
and Odd Fellows Cemetery (now called Oak 
View Memorial Park), Contra Costa County, 

California. 
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Nora Buchanan is born in Black Diamond, 
Contra Costa County, California and was 
raised at Second Street and Railroad Avenue 
there. 


DATE EVENT SOURCE 
1895 The name New York Landing changes to “Names changed through 
Black Diamond (now Pittsburg, Contra Costa | history,” Post Dispatch 
County, California). newspaper, November 9, 
1972 
1896, Sept. 2 William J. and Nora (Carroll) Buchanan “Store To Fete Fiftieth 
purchase a general store at First and York Year,” Pittsburg Post- 
Streets, Black Diamond, Contra Costa County, | Dispatch newspaper, 
California. William calls it the “Cash Store.” September 3, 1946, p. 1 
1897, Aug. 5 Nora Buchanan is appointed Postmistress for “Chronology of Post 
the Black Diamond Post Office. Offices” located at the 
Pittsburg Library, 80 
Power Ave., Pittsburg, 
California 
1898, May 10 Warren G. Buchanan, son of William J. and “Four Generations, 


Buchanans-Pittsburg 
tradition,” Press 
newspaper, March 

14, 1973 and “Heart 
Attack Claims Local 
Ex-Supervisor,” Pittsburg 
Post Dispatch newspaper, 
March 30, 1970, p. 1 


1899, April 13 


Ruth Lorraine Simpson, future wife of Warren 
G. Buchanan, is born in Crockett, Contra 
Costa County, California. 


“Born,” Contra Costa 
Gazette newspaper, April 
22, 1899, page 4 
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DATE EVENT SOURCE 
1900 William J. Buchanan runs for Supervisor of “A Man Called Billy,” 
District 4 and obtains 147 votes. P. Demartini Days Gone By, Vol. 1, 
defeats him with 161 votes. Nilda Rego, p. 104 


and “Official Report: 
Vote of Contra Costa 
County 1900,” Contra 
Costa Gazette newspaper, 


November 17, 1900, p. 2 


1900, Oct. 28 Norine, daughter of William J. and Nora “Born,” Antioch Ledger 
Buchanan and sister to Warren Buchanan, is newspaper, Nov. 3, 1900, 
born in Black Diamond, Contra Costa County, | p. 2 
California. 

1901, Nov. “The W. J. Buchanan’s of Black Diamond will | “From Somersville,” 
play the Somersville baseball nine a match game | Contra Costa Gazette 
of ball” at Somersville. “The Buchanans have newspaper, November 2, 
won two out of three games played to date.” 1901, p. 2 

1902 “W. J. Buchanan, who purchased the Black Antioch Ledger, February 
Diamond hotel property, will remodel the 22, 1902, 6.5 


building...and then remove with the postoffice 
[sic] and his grocery store into it.” 


1903 W. J. Buchanan ran for the first board of “A Man Called Billy,” 
trustees and was elected chairman (comparable | Days Gone By, Vol. 1, 
to today’s mayor) for the newly incorporated Nilda Rego, p. 106 


community of Black Diamond, Contra Costa 
County, California. 


1904, Jan. 1 The Contra Costa County Bank, which History of Contra Costa 
organized in 1903, began business in Pittsburg | County, California, Mae 
(called Black Diamond at the time). W. J. Fisher Purcell, The 
Buchanan serves as vice-president. Gillick Press, Berkeley, 
California, December 
1940, p. 584 
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DATE 


EVENT 


SOURCE 


1904, March 15 


William Buchanan, father of William James 
Buchanan, passes away and is interred in the 
Antioch Masonic and Odd Fellows Cemetery 
(now called Oak View Memorial Park 
Cemetery), Antioch, Contra Costa County, 
California. 


“A Man Called Billy,” 
Days Gone By, Vol. 1, 
Nilda Rego, p. 107 and 
cemetery records, Oak 
View Memorial Park 
Cemetery, Antioch, 
Contra Costa County, 
California 


1904, Nov. 


William J.Buchanan runs for County 
Supervisor and is elected. 


“Four Generations, 
Buchanans-Pittsburg 
tradition,” Press 
newspaper, March 14, 
1973, and History of 
Contra Costa County, 
California, Mae Fisher 
Purcell, The Gillick Press, 
Berkeley, California, 
December 1940, p. 280 


1905, Jan. 1 


1906 


William J. Buchanan begins his career as 
Contra Costa County Supervisor. 


William J. and Nora Buchanan move their 


store business to First and Black Diamond 
Streets, Black Diamond, Contra Costa County, 
California. 


“A Man Called Billy,” 
Days Gone By, Vol. 1, 
Nilda Rego, p. 104 


“A Man Called Billy,” 
Days Gone By, Vol. 1, 
Nilda Rego, p. 108 
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DATE EVENT SOURCE 
1909 Ruth L. Simpson, future wife of Warren “Bud” | “Family ties, and a 
Buchanan, and her family move to Berkeley, daily drink, have kept 
Alameda County, California. Ruth attends high | centenarian going,” Ledger 
school there. Dispatch newspaper, April 
13, 1999, p. 1 
1910, Jan. 14 Catherine (Campbell) Buchanan, wife of Cemetery records, Oak 
William Buchanan and mother to William View Memorial Park 
James Buchanan and Jeanette “Jennie” Cemetery, Antioch, 
Buchanan, passes away at age 75 years and 6 Contra Costa County, 
months. She is interred at the Antioch Masonic | California and “Another 
and Odd Fellows Cemetery (now called Oak Pioneer Passes Away,” 
View Memorial Park), Antioch, Contra Costa Contra Costa Gazette 
County, California. newspaper, Jan. 22, 1910, 
p 7 
1911 The community of Black Diamond changed its | “Pittsburg Will Soon Be 
name to Pittsburg. Postoffice Name,” Daily 
Gazette, June 17, 1911, p. 
3 and “Names changed 
through history,” Post 
Dispatch, November 9, 
1972 
1918 Warren “Bud” Buchanan enlists in the Army “Warren Buchanan 
during World War I. Enlists,” Pittsburg Post 
newspaper, July 30, 1918, 
p. 1 
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DATE EVENT SOURCE 
1919 Ruth L. Simpson arrives in Pittsburg, Contra Interview with Ruth 
Costa County, California, to teach school. (Simpson) Buchanan 
Regarding the History of 
the Buchanan Family of 
Nortonville and Black 
Diamond (now Pittsburg), 
Contra Costa County, 
California, p. 1 
1922 The Buchanan’s built a new store at Fifth Street | “Four Generations, 
and Railroad Avenue, Pittsburg, Contra Costa | Buchanans-Pittsburg 
County, California. The store remained at this | tradition,” Press 
location for 26 years. newspaper, March 14, 
1973 and “A Man Called 
Billy,” Days Gone By, Vol. 
1, Nilda Rego, p. 108 
1922, Aug. 2 Ruth Lorraine Simpson marries Warren “Bud” | “Warren Buchanan 
G. Buchanan, son of William James and Nora | Married,” Pittsburg Post 
(Carroll) Buchanan. newspaper, Aug. 5, 1922, 
p.1 
1929, Jan. 7 William Edwin Buchanan, son of Warren “Jan. 7 Memorable Day 
“Bud” and Ruth Buchanan, is born in the Alta | for Buchanan,” Contra 
Bates sanitarium in Berkeley, Alameda County, | Costa Gazette newspaper, 
California. January 7, 1929, p. 1 
1929, Jan. 7 William James Buchanan begins his 25" year of | “Jan. 7 Memorable Day 
continuous service as a Contra Costa County for Buchanan,” Contra 
Supervisor. He is elected chairman of the board | Costa Gazette newspaper, 
for the seventh time. Additionally, he obtained | January 7, 1929, p. 1 
his first raise in official salary since he began his 
service on the board, receiving $200 per month. 
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DATE EVENT SOURCE 
1930, Aug. 19 William J. Buchanan serves as a pall bearer “Geo. M*Mullen Called 
for George McMullin, a former Mount Diablo | by Death,” Pittsburg Post 
Coal Field resident, who died at age 82. Dispatch newspaper, Aug. 
18, 1930, p. 1 
1934, Oct. 7 William Buchanan, chairman of the Board of “Shaft Erected To Honor 
Supervisors, serves as master of ceremonies at Coal Town Pioneers,” 
the dedication of the Native Sons and Native Contra Costa Gazette 
Daughters of the Golden West monument in newspaper, October 8, 
Somersville (now called Rose Hill) Cemetery. 1934, p. 8 
The monument was inscribed to the memory of 
the pioneers of Somersville and Nortonville. 
1935 William J. Buchanan serves as master of “Pioneers of District Will 
ceremonies for the Pioneer Picnic at Pittsburg | Picnic Sunday,” Antioch 
Park. The Pioneers include “old timers” who Ledger newspaper, May 31, 
formerly lived in Somersville, Nortonville, 1935, p. 1 
Antioch, and Pittsburg. 
1935, Aug. W. J. Buchanan was noted to be the “watchdog | “Four Generations, 
of the county’s treasury.” Buchanans-Pittsburg 
tradition,” Press 
newspaper, March 14, 
1973, p. 12 
1938 Warren “Bud” and Ruth Buchanan move “Family ties, and a 
into a 160-acre ranch in Pittsburg, Contra daily drink, have kept 
Costa County, California. The site, on centenarian going,” Ledger 
Buchanan Road, is the homestead that William | Dispatch newspaper, April 
Buchanan, grandfather of Warren, founded in | 13, 1999, p. 2 
1866. Buchanan’s Aunt Jeanette “Jennie” Syme 
and her husband, James Syme, had lived there 
prior. The Symes moved to Pittsburg. 


East Bay 


Regional Park District 


147 


Interview with Ruth L. (Simpson) Buchanan 
Regarding the History of the Buchanan Family of 
Nortonville and Black Diamond (now Pittsburg) 
Contra Costa County, California 


February 15, 2004 


DATE EVENT SOURCE 
1939, June 4 The “Old Timers” of Nortonville and “Old Timers To Picnic 
Somersville gather at 12:30 in the municipal In Park,” Pittsburg (Daily) 
park in Pittsburg for their annual picnic and Independent newspaper, 
program. Supervisor W. J. Buchanan serves as May 30, 1939, p. 1 
chairman of the event. 
1940 William J. Buchanan enters his 36" year of History of Contra Costa 
service with the Contra Costa County Board of | County, California, Mae 
Supervisors. Fisher Purcell, The 
Gillick Press, Berkeley, 
California, December 
1940, p. 283 
1941, circa Supervisor W. J. Buchanan had 30 trees planted | “Old Cemetery To Be 
around Rose Hill Cemetery. Protected,” Oakland 
Tribune newspaper, June 
3, 1941, p. 20 
1941 Buchanan Field is purchased by the Contra “Plane Owners, Pilots To 
Costa County Board of Supervisors for use as Breakfast At Buchanan,” 
an airport. Immediately after Pearl Harbor, the | Contra Costa Gazette 
airport was taken over by the Army as a training | newspaper, August 1, 
station for pilots. 1946, p. 8 
1942, June 8 James Syme, brother-in-law of Supervisor “Buchanan’s Brother-In- 
William J. Buchanan, passes away at age 75 Law Succumbs,” Contra 
in an Antioch hospital, after undergoing a Costa Gazette newspaper, 
major operation on June 1. He is interred in June 8, 1942, p. 1 
the Buchanan family plot, Antioch Masonic 
and Odd Fellows Cemetery (now Oak View 
Memorial Park Cemetery), Antioch, California. 
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DATE EVENT SOURCE 

1942, Dec. 1 While developing plans for the establishment “Future Development of 
of the Buchanan Field, the Army took over the | Field Seen By Chairman,” 
project, eventually returning it to the county in | Contra Costa Gaxette 
1946. newspaper, August 3, 

1946, p. 1. 

1943, Jan. 3 Three hundred attend the 50° wedding “Buchanans Fete Golden 
anniversary celebration for W. J. and Nora Wedding,” Contra Costa 
Buchanan. “Scores of friends gathered yesterday | Gazette, Jan. 4, 1943, p.5 
at the home of Mr. and Mrs. William J. 

Buchanan in Pittsburg to felicitate the couple 
on their golden wedding anniversary.” 

1945, Jan. 4 Mr. and Mrs. W. J. Buchanan observe their “Celebrate 52"4 
fifty-second wedding anniversary. “The Anniversary,” Pittsburg 
event will be marked quietly by the pioneer Post Dispatch newspaper, 
couple, both of whom have spent a lifetime in | January 3, 1945, p. 6 
Pittsburg.” 

1945, Aug. 2 Nora (Carroll) Buchanan, wife of William “Mrs. Nora Buchanan Is 
James Buchanan, passes away at the age of Mourned,” Contra Costa 
74 years. She is interred in the family plot at Gazette, Aug. 2, 1945, p. 
the Masonic and Odd Fellow cemetery (now 1 and “Nora Buchanan,” 
called Oak View Memorial Park Cemetery) in Contra Costa Gazette, Aug. 
Antioch, Contra Costa County, California. 3, 1945, p. 8 

1945, Aug. 4 Funeral services were held at 2 p.m. at the “Obituaries,” Contra Costa 
Pittsburg Funeral Chapel for Mrs. Nora Gazette newspaper, August 
Buchanan, wife of William J. Buchanan. Rev. E. | 6, 1945, p. 8 
W. Bennett, of Pittsburg Community Church, 
conducted the services. 
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DATE EVENT SOURCE 
1946 Warren G. “Bud” and Ruth Buchanan builda | “Celebrating A Century,” 
new home to live in adjacent to, and west of, Ruth Buchanan’s 100th 
the existing home on the ranch. Birthday Celebration, 
April 11, 1999 
1946, May 13 Buchanan Field is returned to Contra Costa “Future Development of 
County. The Army had taken over the airport | Field Seen By Chairman,” 
project on December 1, 1942. Contra Costa Gazette 
newspaper, August 3, 
1946, p. 1 
1946, Aug. 4 Dedication of Buchanan Field. The airfield is “Future Development of 
named after Supervisor William J. Buchanan. Field Seen By Chairman,” 
Contra Costa Gazette 
William J. Buchanan receives a plaque, newspaper, August 3, 
produced by the Columbia Steel Company, 1946, p. 1 
from the hands of his 17-year-old grandson, 
William E. “Billy” Buchanan. The bronze “Famous Stunt Flier To 
plaque will be placed in a permanent position | Perform At Dedication of 
as a marker for Buchanan Field. Buchanan Field,” Contra 
Costa Gaxette, Friday, 
August 2, 1946, p. 1 
1949 William J. “Bill” Buchanan is re-elected as “A Man Called Billy,” 
chairman of the Board of Supervisors for Days Gone By, Vol. 1, 
Contra Costa County. He has served as Nilda Rego, p. 110 
Supervisor for 46 years. 
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DATE 


EVENT 


SOURCE 


1949, Feb. 


Buchanan’s Department Store in Pittsburg is 
sold. The building becomes Klein’s Department 
Store. 


W. J. Buchanan stated that he will close the 
department store and devote his full-time 
duties to his position as chairman of the Contra 
Costa County Board of Supervisors. The 
announcement was made by his son, Warren 
“Bud” Buchanan, who stated that the store will 
be leased by local merchant, Hugh Klein. 


“Buchanan To Retire 
From Business After 50 
Years,” Oakland Tribune, 
Feb. 10, 1949, p. D 19 
and “Four Generations, 
Buchanans-Pittsburg 
tradition,” Press 
newspaper, March 14, 
1973 


1950, Sept. 28 


William J. Buchanan is in a Pittsburg hospital, 
resting comfortably after a heart attack late 

in the day. He was returning from a meeting 
with the supervisors in Pleasant Hill when the 
attack occurred. A widower, he lives at 547 East 
Twelfth Street, Pittsburg, with his daughter, 
Mrs. Norine Kelley. 


“Veteran Board Chairman 
Suffers Heart Attack; 
Condition Satisfactory,” 
Contra Costa Gazette 
newspaper, Sept. 30, 
1950, p. 1 


1950, -Cict. 1 


1950, Oct. 4 


Jeanette Syme, wife of the late James Syme and 
sister to William J. Buchanan, passes away at 

a Concord, Contra Costa County, rest home. 
A resident of the Pittsburg area for 83 years, 

she died at the age of 87. She is interred at the 
family plot in the Masonic and Odd Fellows 
Cemetery (now called Oak View Memorial Park 
Cemetery), Antioch, Contra Costa County, 
California. 


The condition of William J. Buchanan is 
termed “critical” by Pittsburg Community 
Hospital attendants. 


“Mrs. Janet [sic] Syme, 
Buchanan Sister, Dies 
At Concord,” Contra 
Costa Gazette newspaper, 


October 2, 1950, p. 1 


“Buchanan’s Condition 
Critical,” Contra Costa 
Gazette newspaper, 


October 4, 1950, p. 1 
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1950, Oct. 6 William J. Buchanan passes away in his sleep at 
5:15 a.m. at the age of 83. 


“Veteran Board Chairman 
Passes Away At 5:15 

A. M. After Illness Of 
One Week,” Contra 

Costa Gazette newspaper, 


October 6, 1950, p. 1 


1950, Oct. 9 The Rey. Benedict conducts services at 2 p.m. 
for William James Buchanan at the Pittsburg 
Community Church. Over 1,200 people attend 
the service and only 375 could make it into the 
church. Masonic services followed under the 
direction of the acting master of the Pittsburg 
Lodge No. 429. A funeral procession of over a 
mile in length was police escorted to Oak View 
Cemetery where Mr. Buchanan was interred in 
the family plot. 


“Hundreds Troop Past 
Bier At Buchanan Rites,” 
Contra Costa Gazette 
newspaper, October 10, 
1950, pp. 1 and 4 


1950, Nov. 16 Governor Earl Warren appoints Warren “Bud” 
Buchanan, son of William James Buchanan, 

to the Board of Supervisors for Contra Costa 
County. 


1952 William E. Buchanan, son of Warren “Bud” 


and Ruth Buchanan, marries Joann Killeen. 


“Warren Buchanan Rites 
Tomorrow,” Oakland 
Tribune, March 30, 1970, 
p. 5 and the Pittsburg 
Post Dispatch newspaper, 
March 10, 1970, p. 10 


“Four Generations, 
Buchanans-Pittsburg 
tradition,” Press 
newspaper, March 14, 
1973, p. 12 
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daughter-in-law, William “Bill” and Joan 
Buchanan and family live in the 1946 home. 


DATE EVENT SOURCE 
1952, Oct. “The term of anyone appointed to succeed “Appointment to 
the late William J. Buchanan as fourth district | Buchanan Post Good 
supervisor would be until the November 1952 | ‘Till 1952,” Contra Costa 
general election...Most popularly rumored Gazette newspaper, 
selection of Governor Earl Warren for the October 12, 1950, p. 1 
vacant supervisor post, is Warren G. (Bud) 
Buchanan, son of the late supervisor.” 
1959, Nov. Warren “Bud” Buchanan is defeated as “Warren Buchanan Rites 
Supervisor in the election by Edmund Tomorrow,” Oakland 
Linscheid. Tribune, March 30, 1970, 
p.5 
1960, Jan. 3 Warren “Bud” Buchanan retires as Contra “Warren Buchanan Rites 
Costa County Supervisor. Tomorrow,” Oakland 
Tribune, March 30, 1970, 
p.5 
1963 Warren G. “Bud” and Ruth Buchanan build “Celebrating A Century,” 
a new home to live in adjacent to, and west Ruth Buchanan’s 100th 
of, the existing 1946 home. Their son and Birthday Celebration, 


April 11, 1999 


1970, March 28 


Warren G. “Bud” Buchanan passes away at a 
Pittsburg, Contra Costa County, California, 
hospital following a heart attack. He is 71. He 
is interred in the family plot at the Oak View 
Cemetery, Contra Costa County, California. 


“Obituaries,” Contra 
Costa Times newspaper, 
March 31, 1970, p.2 A 
and gravestone, Oak View 
Memorial Park Cemetery, 
Antioch, California 


1983, March 26 


William E. “Bill” Buchanan, grandson of 
the late W. J. Buchanan, shares memories of 
his grandfather at a luncheon meeting of the 
Contra Costa County Historical Society. 


“The Buchanan family, 
Five generations in 
Pittsburg,” Post Dispatch 
newspaper, February 28, 
1983, p. 5 


East Bay 


Regional Park District 


155 


Interview with Ruth L. (Simpson) Buchanan 
Regarding the History of the Buchanan Family of 
Nortonville and Black Diamond (now Pittsburg) 
Contra Costa County, California 


February 15, 2004 


DATE EVENT 


SOURCE 


1996, June 24 William E. “Bill” Buchanan, son of Warren 
“Bud” and Ruth Buchanan passes away at 
Delta Memorial Hospital in Antioch, Contra 
Costa County, California, at the age of 67. 

He is interred in the family plot in Oak View 
Memorial Park Cemetery, Antioch, California. 


“Local Deaths,” Contra 
Costa Times newspaper, 


June 27, 1996, p.9 D 


1999, April 13 Ruth Buchanan celebrates her 100" birthday 
at Zandonella’s restaurant in Pittsburg, Contra 
Costa County, California, with a gathering of 
more than 90 people. 


“Family ties, and a 

daily drink, have kept 
centenarian going,” Ledger 
Dispatch newspaper, April 
1D, 19997 p; 1 


2004, Feb. 15 Ruth Buchanan, age 104, is interviewed at 
her home on Buchanan Road, Pittsburg, by 
Traci Gibbons, Supervising Naturalist, Black 
Diamond Mines Regional Preserve, East Bay 
Regional Park District. She is interviewed 
regarding the history of the Buchanan family 
of Nortonville and Black Diamond (now 
Pittsburg). 


Interview with Ruth 
(Simpson) Buchanan 
Regarding the History of 
the Buchanan Family of 
Nortonville and Black 
Diamond (now Pittsburg), 
Contra Costa County, 
California 


2004, Dec. 9 Ruth Lorraine (Simpson) Buchanan passes away 
at age 105. She is interred in the family plot in 
Oak View Memorial Park Cemetery, Antioch, 
California. 


In Remembrance Card and 
gravestone at Oak View 
Memorial Park Cemetery, 
Antioch, California 


2004, Dec. 18 A Celebration of Resurrection in memory 
of Ruth Lorraine Buchanan is held at The 
Community Presbyterian Church, 200 East 
Leland Road, Pittsburg, California. 


Church program for 

A Celebration of the 
Resurrection in memory 
of Ruth Lorraine 
Buchanan 
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family 16, 102 
property 100, 101 
ranch 75 
structure 102, 103 
Thomas/Abrams Partial Family Tree 107 
Abrams, John 99, 106-108, 111-113 
Abrams, Margaret Jane (See also Thomas, Margaret Jane) 
100, 107, 109-112 
Abrams, Margaret (See also McMullin, Margaret) 112 
Abrams, Miss Margaret (Daughter of Joanne C. “Anna/ 
Annie” (Carroll) and William Abrams) 98 
Abrams, Warren Brewster 99, 106, 107, 109-112 
Abrams, William Abner (a.k.a. “Will”; son of Margaret 
Jane and John Abrams) 99, 102, 106, 107, 
109-112 
Abrams, William (Brother of John Abrams) 110 
Abrams, William (Husband of Annie (Carroll) Abrams) 
16, 98 
Aiello, Marti 56 
Alaska 11, 110 
Andrews, George 80 
Antioch, CA 37, 55, 80, 96, 99, 110, 134, 148, 149, 151 
Delta Memorial Hospital 154 
roadwork 62 
Arata, Elinor (a.k.a. “Babe”; see also Girolami, Elinor) 17 
Arata, Eugene 121 
Arata family 17, 122 
Arata, Frank 17, 18, 121 
Arata Ranch 17, 19, 75, 121, 122 
Army 9, 85, 148-150 


B 


Banchero, Sarah 113 

Bank of America 112 

Barnhart, J. M. (Reverend) 39 

baseball 143 

Bassett, Myrtle 112 

Becker, Albert N. (a.k.a. “Al”) 5, 67 
Becker, Edna (See also Simpson, Edna) 6 


Becker, Tom 67 
Benedict, Elmer W. (Reverend) 80, 90, 149, 152 
Berberick, Mrs. H. 61 
Berkeley, CA 3, 7, 10, 145 
Alta Bates sanitarium 146 
Blake Street 67 
Parker Street 7 
Shattuck 7 
Bertola, Mariana (Doctor) 96 
Black Diamond, CA 36, 39, 41, 47, 53, 56, 71, 141-143, 
145 
Black Diamond and Second Streets 56 
First and Black Diamond Streets 144 
First and York Streets 27, 142 
first board of trustees 143 
incorporation 58 
name change 7, 56, 58 
Post Office 142 
Redwood Manufacturers’ Company 47 
Second Street and Railroad Avenue 142 
Black Diamond Mines Regional Preserve 16, 74, 103 
70th anniversary of the Rose Hill Cemetery monument 
97 
Abrams structure 102, 104, 105 
Black Diamond Days 114, 121 
park headquarters 104-106, 119 
Supervising Naturalist 97, 154 
Black Diamond Way 118 
Boy Scouts 134 
Brentwood, CA 75, 134 
Balfour Road 117 
Brown, Mrs. (teacher, Carbondale School) 113 
Brown, Samuel 109 
Buchanan 
homestead 12 
ranch/farm 13, 15, 22, 23, 35, 46, 52, 86, 101, 112, 
140, 147 
barn 14, 25, 129-132 
cutting hay 27 
fires 25 
grain raising 140 
hay harvesting 128-130 
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livestock 11, 15 
new home 127 
original home 14, 123, 124 
repair/remodel 13, 125, 126, 133 
property 100, 101 
sheep 18, 131, 133 
structures 15 
water/windmill 14 
Buchanan Airport/Field 148-150 
dedication 83, 85, 150 
Buchanan, Catherine (See also Campbell, Catherine) 12, 
13, 22, 23, 35, 38, 39, 57, 86, 140, 141, 143 
death 36, 37, 145 
Buchanan, Doug 137 
Buchanan, Jeanette (a.k.a. “Jennie”; see also Syme, 
Jeanette “Jennie”) 22, 24, 35, 39, 40, 48, 139, 
141, 143, 145 
school 21 
Buchanan, Joann (See also Killeen, Joann) 14 
Buchanan, Nora (See also Carroll, Nora) 11, 16, 21, 27, 
42, 52, 70, 91, 135, 136, 142, 144, 146 
50th wedding anniversary 29, 76, 81, 149 
death 80, 81, 149 
fifty-second wedding anniversary. 149 
postmistress 86, 142 
Buchanan, Norine (See also Kelley, Norine) 13, 43, 45, 
46, 68, 86 
Buchanan Road 11, 106, 111, 112, 133, 147 
Buchanan, Ruth Lorraine (See also Simpson, Ruth 
Lorraine) 15, 23, 94, 123, 124, 127, 133, 147, 154 
100th birthday celebration 154 
death 154 
move to Buchanan Ranch 13 
Buchanan’s Store/Department Store 8, 11, 41, 56, 57, 
71, 80 
50th anniversary 72 
advertisements 59, 60 
employees 61, 72 
Fifth Street and Railroad Avenue location 69, 70, 146 
first store (“Cash Store”) 27, 52, 72, 142 
store closure 29, 151 
telephone/switchboard 11, 70 
Buchanan, Warren Grant (a.k.a.“Bud”) 1,9, 10, 15, 20, 
23, 29, 43, 45, 46, 57, 65, 66, 72, 76, 80, 81, 88, 
123, 124, 127, 132, 137, 142, 147 


Army 64, 145 
Contra Costa County Supervisor District 4 92, 93 
death 94, 153 
farm 134 
marriage 67, 146 
realtor/real estate business 19, 29 
Buchanan, William Carroll (Son of W. J. and Nora 
Buchanan) 141 
death 43 
Buchanan, William Edwin (a.k.a. “Bill” and “Billy”; 
husband of Joann (Killeen) Buchanan) 6, 13, 20, 
23, 65, 76, 80, 81, 83-85, 94, 127, 131, 132, 135, 
137, 150, 152, 153 
birth 146 
death 154 
Buchanan, William (Husband of Catherine (Campbell) 
Buchanan) 12, 13, 22, 23, 35, 38, 57, 86, 132, 
139-141, 143, 145 
death 144 
estate 38 
homestead 147 
Buchanan, William James (a.k.a. “William J.,” “W. J.,” 
“Willie,” “Bill,” “Billy”) 15, 19, 20, 24, 25, 29, 
35-37, 40, 42, 48-52, 55, 61, 62, 70, 72, 73, 77, 
80, 81, 84, 85, 93, 96-98, 123, 130, 135, 136, 
140-142, 145-148, 150, 151, 153 
50th wedding anniversary 29, 76, 149 
82nd Birthday celebration 86 
chairman of the Board of Supervisors 84 
Contra Costa County Board of Supervisors 83, 88, 
89, 143, 144, 146, 148, 150 
death 29, 89, 90, 152 
election to Supervisor 54 
fifty-second wedding anniversary. 149 
heart attack 87, 88, 151 
marriage 41 
Nortonville school student 21, 26, 51, 74 
Buffo, John (a.k.a. “Johnny”) 113 


C 


C. A. Hooper & Company 47 

Calaveras County, CA 98 

California Scrap Iron Corporation 134 

Campbell, Catherine (See also Buchanan, Catherine) 
139 

Carroll, Joanne C. (a.k.a. “Annie/Anna”) 16, 98 
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Carroll, Nora (See also Buchanan, Nora) 28, 40, 86, 98, 
140, 141 
marriage 41 
Casey, Judge 55 
Champlin, C. C. (Reverend) 78, 99 
Chapin, H.C. 91 
Clayton, CA 15, 20, 21, 53, 75 
Clayton cemetery (a.k.a. Live Oak Cemetery) 109 
Clipper Gap, CA 112 
Cohn, William 95 
Columbia Steel Company/Steel Mill 5, 83, 84, 95, 96, 
134, 150 
Colusa County, CA 61 
Concord, CA 55, 75, 141 
Concord Community Hospital 112 
rest home 151 
Connecticut 4 
Contra Costa County Board of Supervisor(s) 9, 19, 29, 
54, 55, 62, 63, 73, 86, 93, 152, 153 
Contra Costa County Historical Society 52, 69, 153 
Cooke, W. H. (Reverend) 37, 60 
Cooper, George 113 
Cornwall, CA 36, 37, 56, 109 
Courtney Ranch 75 
Crockett, CA 2, 3, 7,44, 142 
Starr Hotel 109 
Cummings, H. L. (a.k.a. “Jack”; Contra Costa County 
Supervisor) 85, 86 


D 


Daley, Norma 25 
Daley, Peter 25 
dances 9 
Daugherty, Mary 82 
Davi, Bud 25 

Davi, Marie 72 
Davis, David 109 
Davis, George 72 
Davis, Mrs. F. 141 
Dean, Joanne 103 
Demartini, P. 143 
depression 11 
diphtheria 98 
Dodge, Charles L. 96 
Dowell, John J. 15 
Dunkel, A. E. 109 


Dunnigan, Mrs. M. W. 99 


E 


earthquake (1906) 7 
East Bay Regional Park District 74 
Board of Director for Ward 6 97 
Edwards, Joe E. 109 
Edwards, Margaret (See also Griffith, Margaret and 
Thomas, Margaret) 99 
Edwards, May 113 
Evans, Estelle 96 


F 


Farming 12 

Ferrante, Vince 35 

Forest Hills, CA 139 

Frederickson, Jacob (Contra Costa County Supervisor) 


86 


G 


Garagnella, Mrs. T. J. 98 

George, Worth Scott (a.k.a. “W. S.”) 116 

Gibbons, Traci 97, 104, 106, 154 

Ginochio, Amelia 116 

Ginochio, Angelina 116 

Ginochio, Giovanni 116 

Ginochio, John 113 

Ginochio Livestock Company 117 

Ginochio, Lizzie 113 

Ginochio, Louis J. (a.k.a. “Bud”) 17, 117 

Ginochio, Louis R. (Father of Louis J. “Bud” Ginochio) 
113, 117 

Ginochio, Margueritte (Née Hunter; a.k.a. “Doll”) 117 

Ginochio ranch 118 

Girolami, Elinor (a.k.a. “Babe”; see also Arata, Elinor) 75 

Glass, Frank L. (Postmaster) 58 

Goyak, Ivan T. 93 

grain 17, 19 

Graves, Elizabeth 36 

Griffith, David E. 99, 107-109 

Griffith, David (See also Griffith, David E.) 100, 106 

Griffith, Margaret (See also Edwards, Margaret and 
Thomas, Margaret) 99, 109, 111 

Griffith property 100, 101 

Griffiths, Ann 109 
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Griffiths, David (of Macon County, Missouri) 109 
Griffiths, David (of Pittsburg, CA) 109 

Griffiths, Mary 109 

Griffiths, R. (a.k.a. “Griffith”) 109 

Griffith, William (a.k.a. “Griffiths”) 109 


H 


harmonica 75 

Hattersley-Drayton, Karana 103 

Haworth, Evelyn 134 

Hewitt family 2 

Hewitt, Mamie (See also Simpson, Mamie) 2 

Hinrichsen, Mr. and Mrs. George 96 

Hoey, James F. (District Attorney) 96 

Holquist, Alice 72 

Homestead Act of 1862 12 

Hook, Vincent 55 

Hooper, Charles A. (See also C. A. Hooper & Co.) 11, 
47 

horseback riding 15, 20 

horses 17 

housing sub-division 25 

Hughes, John E. 109 

Hutchinson, George 19, 75 


I 


Ipswitch, A. V. 109 
Italians 11 


J 


Jackson, Chas. H.C. 61 
Johnson, Mrs. Raymond 96 
John, Thomas 109 

Jones, Mary 99 

Jones, Mr. and Mrs. Alton E. 96 
Jongeneel, Mrs. William 98 
Jorey, Bessie 50 

Junction, CA 56 


K 


Keefe, Nina 96 

Kelley, Catherine (a.k.a. “Cathy”) 28, 76, 80-82, 86 
Kelley, Ellen 82 

Kelley, Howard Sadoc 13, 28, 82 

Kelley, Loretta 82 


Kelley, Margaret 28, 80-82, 86 

Kelley, Mary Ann 76 

Kelley, Norine (a.k.a. “Mrs. Howard Kelley”; see also 
Buchanan, Norine) 28, 29, 76, 80-82, 86-88, 
132, 151 

Kelley, Reginald 82 

Kennedy, Margaret (See also Simpson, Margaret) 6 

Kennedy, William B. 6 

Killeen, Joann (See also Buchanan, Joann) 6, 152 

Kirker Creek 49 

Kirker Pass Road 118 

Klein, Hugh 151 

Knott, Zeb 55 

Knowland, William (U.S. Senator) 91 


L 


Lane, Beverly 97 
Latimer, Leo (a.k.a. “Ike”) 114 
Latimore family 17 
Laverty, Isaac 121 
Lewis, Elizabeth 109 
Linscheid, Edmund R. 9, 92, 94, 153 
Los Gatos, CA 
sanitarium 13, 132 
Los Medanos Grant 47 
Lougher, Alice 113 
Lougher, Elmer (a.k.a. “Jack”) 18, 75, 119 
Lougher family 18 
Lougher, Leyshon 18, 62, 119, 120 
Lougher, Lizzie (Née Ginochio) 18, 119, 120 
Lougher Ranch 18, 19, 62, 75, 104, 119, 120 
Lowes, Kendall 67, 68 


M 


Maffei, Betty (Née Peel) 62 
Marsh Creek Road 75 
Martinez, CA 2, 4, 80, 81, 110, 112, 136 
Attinello’s Studio 93 
St. Catherine’s Parish 86, 141 
Masonic and Odd Fellows Cemetery. See Oak View 
Memorial Park Cemetery (a.k.a. Oak View 
Cemetery and Masonic and Odd Fellows 
Cemetery) 
McAvoy, Amy 95, 96 
McElhaney, Margaret Mountain 72 
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McFaul, Archie 91 
McGlashan, Harold 29, 30, 72 
McKay, Nancy 114, 121 
McMullin, George 112, 147 
McMullin, Margaret (See also Abrams, Margaret) 107, 
112 
Milliff, Rose 96 
Moller, Bob 122 
Moller, Claudia (a.k.a. ‘Mike’ Moller) 122 
Morgan family 3 
Morris, Dorothy 68 
Mortimore, William 61, 67 
Mount Diablo Coal Field 55 
coal field residents 61, 72 
coal mines/coal mining 47 
coal mine superintendent 55 
coal mining structures 120 
former residents and descendants 74, 138, 147 
reunion picnics 24, 74, 138, 147, 148 
Muir, James (Reverend) 67, 68 
Mulcahy, Mike 91 


N 


Native Daughters of the Golden West 
Pittsburg Parlor 95 
Native Sons of the Golden West 
General Winn Parlor 96 
newspapers 
Antioch Ledger 35-37, 43, 45, 47, 49, 55, 62, 69, 70, 
74, 95, 110, 132, 141, 143, 147 
Contra Costa Gazette 33, 37, 38, 41, 44, 51, 53, 54, 56, 
58, 63, 70, 72, 73, 76-81, 83-92, 96, 109, 111, 
139-143, 145-153 
Contra Costa Times 94, 154 
Daily Gazette 58, 145 
Ledger Dispatch 145, 147, 154 
Messenger 2 
Oakland Tribune 68, 82, 112, 138, 148, 151, 153 
Pittsburg (Daily) Independent 148 
Pittsburg Dispatch 59, 98 
Pittsburg Independent 71, 74 
Pittsburg Post 59, 61, 67, 99, 111, 112, 145, 146 
Pittsburg Post Dispatch 28, 59, 64, 142, 147, 149, 152 
Post Dispatch 58, 139, 140, 142, 153 
Press 142, 144, 146, 147, 151, 152 
New York Landing, CA 15, 36, 41, 48, 56, 58, 71, 80, 


81, 86, 112, 142 
First and York Streets 52 
New York Landing School 35, 50, 51 
Railroad Avenue and Second Street 15 
schoolhouse 35 
Second Street and Railroad Avenue 140 
New York of the Pacific, CA 56, 58, 139, 140 
Nichols, Annie 99 
Nichols, CA 80 
Nicholson, Nellie 96 
Nielsen, Mel F. 93 
Nortonville, CA 26, 33, 51, 98, 99, 101, 111-113, 115, 
117, 141 
Carbondale School 49, 50, 113 
Congregational church 99 
Ginochio saloon and boardinghouse 116, 118 
Lasell’s Cheap Cash Store 21, 31 
Main Street 32 
school 31, 48, 86 
school desk 50 
School Hill 48 
Nortonville Road 16, 99, 114, 115 
Nortonville townsite 15, 20, 118 


O 


Oak View Memorial Park Cemetery (a.k.a. Oak View 
Cemetery and Masonic and Odd Fellows 
Cemetery) 23, 24, 30, 37, 38, 43, 81, 139-141, 
144, 145, 148, 149, 151 

Buchanan family plot 148, 151-154 

O’Hara, George E. 80 

O’Hare, Joseph 96 

Ortiz, Bev 106 

Osborne, David 80, 91 

Owens, Mrs. M. G. I11 


P 


Pacheco, CA 3 

Pacific Telephone and Telegraph Company 70, 71 
Palo Alto, CA 64 

Pareno, Mike 72 

Parent, Edward N. (a.k.a. “Ed”) 5, 13, 29, 30, 72, 130 
Parent, Grace (See also Simpson, Grace) 6, 13 

Paso Robles, CA 109 

Pease, Ben W. 97 


East Bay 


Regional Park District 


159 


Interview with Ruth L. (Simpson) Buchanan 
Regarding the History of the Buchanan Family of 
Nortonville and Black Diamond (now Pittsburg) 
Contra Costa County, California 


February 15, 2004 


Pease, Laurie (Née Buchanan) 97 
Pennsylvania 99 
Perry, Mrs. Ray 80 
Phalin, A. M. 113 
Pittsburg, CA 4, 7, 15, 16, 22, 25, 55, 56, 75, 78, 80, 81, 
96, 98, 99, 106, 110, 112, 134, 139, 142, 145, 146, 
149, 151 
Black Diamond Street 4, 11, 23, 47, 78 
Caruso Funeral Home 94 
Chamber of Commerce 80 
Community Presbyterian Church 154 
Contra Costa County Bank 143 
Cumberland Street 5, 9 
East Leland Road 154 
East Twelfth Street 87, 151 
Eighth Street 11 
Eleventh and Black Diamond Streets 11, 67 
Eleventh Street 47 
Fifth Street 30 
Fifth Street and Railroad Avenue 71, 81, 146 
First and Black Diamond Streets 71, 86 
First and York Streets 71, 86 
First National Bank of Pittsburg 112 
Gainsborough Studio 72 
Hotel Los Medanos 5 
Inverness Drive 25 
Klein’s Department Store 29, 151 
La Perla Studio 66, 70 
Masonic Lodge No. 429 91, 152 
mayor 9, 24 
name changes 56, 58 
Oddfellows Lodge 112 
Order of Eastern Star (O. E. S.) 81 
Pittsburg Board of Trustees 86 
Pittsburg Boy’s Club 134 
Pittsburg City Council 92 
Pittsburg Community Church 80, 90, 91, 149, 152 
Pittsburg Community Hospital 81, 151 
Pittsburg Congregational Church 60, 68 
Pittsburg Elks Club 112 
Pittsburg Funeral Chapel 80, 112 
Pittsburg grammar school 68 
Pittsburg Hospital 81 
Pittsburg Park 147 
Pittsburg School 4 
Postmaster 58 


post office 71 

Railroad Avenue 11, 26, 47, 57, 71 
roadwork 62 

Seeno & Colombo contractors 69 
Service Hardware store 29 

Smith Studio 66 

Twelfth Street 27, 57 

West Eighth Street 94 

York Street 27 

Zandonella’s restaurant 154 


Pittsburg Historical Society 25, 35, 94 
Placer County, CA 37 

Pleasant Hill, CA 87, 88, 151 

Port Chicago, CA 75 

Port Costa, CA 55 

Portland, OR 80, 81 

postmistress 11, 41 

Pritchard, Carmen 72 

Pythian Sisters, Diamond Temple 81 


R 


railroads 


Black Diamond Coal Mining Company railroad 26, 
118 
Oakland-Antioch Railroad 4 
Pittsburg Railroad 34, 105 
Santa Fe and Southern Pacific railroads 47 
Los Medanos Station 47 
Southern Pacific Station (Pittsburg) 25 


Ramierz, Augie 72 

Raney, Joseph 52 

Red Cross 134 

Rego, Nilda 52, 69, 115, 140, 143, 144, 150 
Richmond, CA 55 

river steamers 47 

roadmaster(s) 62 

Robinson, L. L. 11 

Roblin, Mrs. William 80 

Rochester, NY 139 

Rodgers, Elizabeth (a.k.a. Elizabeth Rogers and Mrs. 


Thomas Rodgers/Rogers) 110 


Rogers, Thomas 98 
Rose Hill Cemetery 25, 34, 99, 108, 117, 138, 148 


Native Sons and Native Daughters of the Golden West 
monument 26, 95, 97 
dedication 96, 138, 147 
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Ruckstuhl, Mrs. Joseph 82 
S 


Sacramento, CA 
Frasinetti’s restaurant 86 
San Diego, CA 68 
San Francisco Bay 8 
San Francisco, CA 96, 99 
Mount Zion Hospital 98 
San Francisco State Normal 7 
San Joaquin River 11, 15, 26, 47 
Schmalholz, Mrs. Norman 80, 81 
Schmalholz, Mrs. N. T. 98 
Schmallholz, Norman 67 
Scotland 23, 36, 38, 139, 141 
Leslie 78 
Perthsire 37 
Scudero, Lark 72, 80 
Seeno building contractor/company 13, 25 
Seeno, G. E. 91 
selling eggs and produce 21 
Sidney Flat 120 
Sierra County, CA 99 
Silva, Joseph S. 93 
Simpson, Edna (See also Becker, Edna) 5, 8, 68 
Simpson, Edwin (a.k.a. “E. E.”) 2, 3, 27, 44 
Simpson, Grace (See also Parent, Grace) 5, 8 
Simpson, Mamie (See also Hewitt, Mamie) 44 
Simpson, Ruth Lorraine (See also Buchanan, Ruth 
Lorraine) 65, 142, 145, 146 
birth 2, 44 
marriage 10, 67, 146 
teacher 4,5 
Sipple, Mrs. H. 111 
Sipple, Mrs. John 99 
Smith, Mary (Clerk of the Contra Costa County Board 
of Supervisors) 86 
Somersville, CA 25, 34, 53, 61, 101, 102 
church 121 
school 121 
Somersville baseball nine 143 
Somersville School District 49 
Somersville Cemetery. See Rose Hill Cemetery 
Somersville Road 17, 18, 62, 104, 105, 119-122 
Somersville townsite 15, 117 


Sophie, Adolph 116 


Southern Pacific oil fields 47 
Springett, Anna 61 
Stanton family 4 
Staub, Mrs. C. 61 
Stewartville, CA 102 
saloonkeeper 106 
Stockton, CA 18, 111 
Stow, Armand 91 
Sullenger, Mrs. A. N. 96 
Sullivan, Ray 117 
Syme, James 13, 22, 23, 39, 40, 79, 123, 140, 147, 151 
death 78, 148 
Syme, Jeanette (a.k.a. “Jennie” and “Mrs. James Syme’; 
see also Buchanan, Jeanette) 13, 23, 24, 46, 67, 
76, 78, 81, 86, 91, 99, 123, 131, 132, 147 
death 79, 151 
Syme, John 67, 78 
Syme Ranch 132 


I 


Tanksley, Kim 114 

Taylor, Ray S. (Contra Costa County Supervisor) 86, 93 

teachers 8 

Telephone Company 71 

telephone office/exchange 8 

Terhune, Karen 97 

Thomas, Dolores 16, 115 

Thomas, Elvira 99, 107, 109 

Thomas, Evan E. 99, 107, 111 

Thomas family ranch 16 

ranch house 115 

Thomas, Gloria 16, 115 

Thomas, Joan 107 

Thomas, Margaret Jane (See also Abrams, Margaret Jane) 
99, 106, 108 

Thomas, Margaret (See also Edwards, Margaret and 
Griffith, Margaret) 99, 107, 108, 115 

Thomas, Maryann 107 

Thomas, Rees G. (Husband of Margaret (Edwards) 
Thomas) 99, 107, 108, 111, 115 

Thomas, Rees G. (Son of Rees G. Thomas Sr. and 
Margaret (Edwards) Thomas) 107, 109, 111 

Thomas, Wayne 106, 115 

Thompson, Ruby 72 

Tinning, W.S. 109 

Trembath, Mrs. R. J. 86 
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Trembath, R. J. (Contra Costa County Supervisor) 80 
Truman, Harry S. (President) 77 

Trythall, John 55 

Tyler, Mrs. G. L. 98 


U 


Upton, Frances 96 
U’Ren, William 96 


Vv 


Vaughn, Nellie 113 
Vaughn Ranch 75 
Veale, R. R. 96 
Vierra Ranch 75 
Vivian, George 102 
Vossos, Clem 72 


WwW 


Wales 99, 109, 111 

Walnut Creek, CA 132 

Ward, E. H. 91 

Ward, George 91 

Warren, Earl (California Governor) 19, 77, 89, 91, 92, 

152, 153 

Wildes, Ed 80 

Wilson, Dora 112 

Wirz, Mary 99 

Woodruff, D. S. 48 

World War I 9, 19, 64 
Camp Fremont 64 

World War II 15 
Camp Stoneman Band 85 
Pearl Harbor 85, 148 
scrap metal 134 


Y 
Young, Gertrude (Née Anderson) 72 
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